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w little to say about regulations, taxes or anything else concerning these
Hjli public services.
Hl'l " Under private ownership the states will be able to exert a large
H measure of control. Tlley can tax the railways now, but if the gov- -

eminent owns the rail lines the states cannot collect a single cent of

H taxes.
Hip The other day the Standard Oil paid the state of California about

B $4,500,000 in taxes. If the oil business were taken over by the na- -
Mw tional government as a public utility there would be no tax revenue

t for the states. The national government would do just as it does in
R the postoffice department. It would fix prices just as it fixes prices for
w stamps. All the revenue from the oil business would go to the na- -

tional government and would be expended just as satisfactorily to
m fhepublic as the railway revenues have been expended since the gov- -

M eminent took control of the railways.
M We have right here at home an example of government control
m amounting to government ownership. The government has favored
B'l one railway as against another on the theory that it should ship by
fl the more direct route. The result is that 700 shopmen, many of them
B home-owne- rs in Salt Lake, are thrown out of employment and may
H be compelled to move from the city to go into banishment at the
M behest of the national government. Perhaps the theory is right, but
H the evidence in this case shows that the Rio Grande road is discrimi- -

H nated against even where it has the more direct route.
H The genius of the American people is displayed at its highest in
H private enterprise. Government control and operation is a distinctly
H lower order of things with us. We have but to compare the postoffice
H department and its old fogy methods, its lack of energy, its damper on
H . ambition, with such live private institutions as the oil, steel or autotno- -

H bile industries to understand that when the American people turn over
H their interstate public utilities to the national government they are
H surrendering these public services to a paralyzing influence. We
H have but to take note of the steady degeneration of the railway serv- -
H ice under government control to appreciate the point. And nothing
H better can be said about the telegraph and telephone lines under gov- -

H eminent control.
H For years the advocates of government ownership have pointed
H to European countries as exemplars. If we had followed the example
H of European countries we still would have a king ruling over us. We
H rid ourselves of that European incubus in the days of Washington,
H Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin and Alexander Hamilton. More than a
H

(
century later, under the benignant rule of such great men as Wilson,

H Burleson, Hines, and Carter Glass, shall we commit our destinies to
H bureaucrats in Washington ?

m h

H PUT AND END TO HUNISM.
H
H A RROGANT and defiant, as of old, the Germans say that they will
H JTx. sign the peace treaty but will pay no indemnity.
H The indemnity is fixed at $25,000,000,000 with interest. This
H" sum, incomparably greater than any indemnity ever exacted is to
H be merely a partial payment for the destruction wrought by Ger- -

H many in Belgium, northern France and on the sea. It is to pay toward
H the reconstruction of the robbed and wrecked factories, for the ma- -

H chinery stolen and now in Germany, for the coal mines, the farms and
H buildings destroyed and for farm animals and machines carried away.
H The German delegates cooly announce that there is to be no pay- -

H meht at all by way of indemnity. Their plan is the plan of the Bol- -

H sheviki adopted with reference to the treaty of Brest Litovsk. The
H Huns propose to sign the treaty and then treat it, as they treated the
H treaty guaranteeing the rights of Belgium as simply "a scrap of
H' paper."
Hj J The delegates from Hunland are convinced that the allies are so

H divided by feuds that a inarch to Berlin is no longer possible. They
Hj think that' there has been a moral disintegration of the allied power
H1 for war, that the soldiers of America are so anxious to sail for home
H that they will not endure another campaign, that Italy will no longer

Hh support military pressure on Germany and that, in a word, a continu- -

H ation of the war is out of the question.
H If they are warranted in their conclusions the allies themselves

are to blame. Procrastination is the causeof the diminished power of
the entente allies, and back of that procrastination stands President
Wilson. Had he not insisted upon the inclusion of a League of Na-

tions covenant in the treaty of peace a settlement with Germany
could have been obtained months ago. Any refusal to abide by th
terms would have been followed by a swift march to Berlin and stern
measures of just coercion.

In view of this attitude the allies should not hesitate to exact even
greater guarantees. Already the Germans have been rendered mili-

tarily impotent by the loss of their navy 'and the disbanding of their
army, but they can hope for allies if they determine to resist the
terms of the treaty. This may force upon the entente powers the
necessity of holding not only the bridgeheads on the Rhine but of
taking over other strategic points and new sources of revenue and
wealth.

When the allies granted the armistice they exempted Germany
from the destruction she had wrought in Belgium and France. Whef
Germany accepted the armistice it was understood on both sides that
she must pay for this exemption. ,

In this country there has been an inclination toward leniency
because it has been the general opinion that the Germans, as a peo-

ple, were deluded into the war. If they make it plain, by their acts,
that they indorse the slaughter and plunder of the war American
opinion will change and their will be a universal demand for the utter
annihilation of Hunism.

BUILD A PORT FOR THE JUGO-SLAV- S.

A

FOR the sake of nations, to preserve peace among them and make
world safe for democracy, we have a suggestion to offer the

peace conferees at Paris. We put it forward with due modesty, not
to say timidity, because we realize that anything which does not bear
the stamp of T. Woodrow and Co., is apt to be frowned on by Colonel
House and his mapdesigners.

When President Wilson, in a noble outburst, declared that Italy
must never be permitted to annex Fiume, the opinion of this country,
we believe, supported him. Not that the American people had a
grudge against Italy. On the contrary, they were sad to think that a
nation of heroes who had endured the darkest hours with patience
and had struck one of the war's decisive blows when the opportunity
presented itself, was to be deprived of anything on which it had set
its heart. Nevertheless, they felt that reason was on the side of the
Jugo-Slav- s and that the new nation should be provided with an ade-

quate commercial outlet on the Adriatic.
Now for our plan.
Give Fiume to Italy. Then let the United States construct

somewhere on the eastern shore of the Adriatic one of the greatest
ports in the world and give it to the Jugo-Slav- s. It would cost many
millions, but if it would accomplish its object the price would be cheap.

Of course, the League of Nations might pay for the new port, but
that would take the credit from the United States. Americans, we
fancy, would like to see the United States obtain the glory if there is fUt'
to be any. .On the other hand, there are sound arguments for letting
the league do the work.

There was a league once that ruled the commerce of Europe
and did big things. We do not hear much today of the Hanseatic
league which had its home on the shores of the Baltic. It was a
Germanic league and it dominated the ocean trade for 500 years.
Brittania's queer system of weights and measures is of Germanic
origin and was thrust upon her by the Hanseatic league which con-

trolled her sea-bor- ne commerce. We have that same queer system,
except in our coinage, which is decimal. Most of the other nations
of the world, including Germany, have discarded the old, clumsy sys- - U
tern and have adopted the metric system, which also is decimal. V

The League of Nations is about to take over the control of Euro-
pean commerce. It should do big things in a big way. It could build
the Adriatic port we have suggested at its own expense and feel but
slight financial strain.

The laundry trust has raised prices. Up to its dirty tricks again.


