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LEAGUE OF KNOWLEDGE By F. P. Gallagher I
meeting of the nations has al-

readyTHE resulted in a league of
.; intellects and characters more val- -

uable, perhaps, than any political
league that can be devised. France
has been made a center for the ex-

change not merely of ideas and
ideals, but of customs, ctiaracters and
temperaments. It has become a uni-

versity such as never flourished in
quite the same broad way before, not
even when Rome was capital of an
empire and the then civilized world.

It waB inevitable that the allies
should learn in tears and blood the
lesson of German efficiency. They

t

viiad already mastered much of the les"
son by the time the Americans en-

tered a game that tried men to the
utmost of their intellects and charac-
ters. The American army, so to
speak, superimposed a new world on

? the old. To the Europeans they were
like the Martians coming from an
other planet with strange and often

"J mystifying manners and methods.

IN such "a university all the races
acquire knowledge that will

make for swift reconstruction and for
a momentum of progress wholly un-

precedented. None is so ignorant as
he who will not learn, and there is
some danger that the atavistic ele-

ments which were beginning to petri-f- y

progress in England and France
before the war may interfere with
the spread of this new education.
Prejudice, too, may have an obstruc-
tive effect.

A story is told of an American sol-

dier who was asked how he liked
England.

"Everything is fine so far as treat-
ment is concerned," he said. "They
go out of their way to make life
pleasant. They will give you any- -

thing you want, byt I don't like the
affidavit terms on which they give it
to you."

"Affidavit terms," said the Inquir-- I

er in wonder. "What do you mean by

that?"
"Every time they give you any

thing they require you to sign an af-

fidavit that the United States had
nothing to do with winning the war."

v
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X7E may be sure however, that

VV the exchange of ideas and sys
tt

tems will take place at an unparal-
leled rate. We shall learn from Eu-

rope much that we did not suspect
oxisted there; Europe has already
learned much from us.

f: ' Soldiers of various branches of the
service return with amazing stories

1 of French and English inefficiency
X and one is apt to believe that both

nations were far behind the Germans
u in almost every branch of human en- -

7 deavor until one hears a home-come- r

- admit, now and again, that in some
,. respects the British and the French

are ahead of us.

In many of us refinements
and delicacies of civilization
France excelled Germany beforo
the war, but the inferior in tho

coordination of its efforts. Germany
had interlocked everything and had
one big power house, one national
system of machinery. "Kultur" was
not a synonym for our "culture." It
was a much broader, higher and
deeper term. It meant not merely
the fine things of the intellect, but
the efficient things of civilization. It
meant not merely art, science and ed-

ucation, but industry and all depart-
ments of life working together for the
good of all. It was this marvellous
machinery for human happiness that
Germany transformed into an instru-mantalit- y

for human torture.

wide apart in theirHOWEVER
American and German

people were near together in their
conception of civilization. In both
countries education, science and art
were the servants, not the masters, of
civilization. The American, like the
German, always asked, when confront-
ed b yany new idea or device, "What
will it accomplish in a practical
way " So much were we like the
Germans in this respect that, without
knowing us, they conceived the fan-

tastic idea that we were simply money-gru-

bbers and materialists. And a
part of this strange blindness was the
notion that we were immeasurably in-

ferior to them. Their obsession of
superiority was due partly to govern-
mental propaganda, partly to national
vanity and partly to their observation
of the inferiorities of other nations.

In a word, all of the leading peo-

ples had distinctive merits and quite
as distinctive defects. And by isolat-
ing themselves they perpetuated both
their merits and their defects. By
coming together in war they have
overleaped the bars of isolation. The
close contact will result in a dissem-
ination of knowledge which will add
to each nation's sum of merits whilo
sending the defects to the scrap
heap.

would be the depth of folly toITimagine that the American is not
to acquire as much as he has given.
When we went to war we or, at least
the observant among us learned
something about our own inefficiency
that astounded us. If England and
French methods were archaic, we suf-

fered from a surplus of conflicting
methods. We were altogether "too
smart."

We discovered that we were trying
to erect a thousand towers of Babel
at the same time.

The amazing and ludicrous collapse
of the airplane program was an ex-

ample. Brilliant and energetic men
were called in from far and near to
devise and manufacture airplanes in
such numbers that we would speedily
win the war and win it from the air.
Our biggest and best stroke was to be
our aerial achievement. It proved
to be our most deplorable and silliest
fiasco.

Like the Byzantine logothetes who
talked so much they could not act

our brilliant Americans had so many
blight plans to suggest that .they
could not execute. They could not
agree on models. They built a model
or two and discarded them for some-
thing better. They combined intel-
lects to develop the wonderful Lib-
erty motor and then attached it to an
unsuitable frame. When, in despair,
English machine when, in despair,
they saw that they were getting no-

where with their own ideas they
adopted an English machine.

The French sent us over a hundred
of their celebrated "Seventy-fives,- "

admittedly tho best light field guns in
the world. Wo proposed to build on
that model. Hundreds of artillery
experts met and exchanged ideas.
They thought that a better gun could
be built. They tried many experi-
ments, were surprised that their mod-

els did not work as well as the origi-

nal and finally, after long delay, be-

gan turning out the French "Seventy-fives- "

without a single change.
D. C. Jackling, when ho undertook

to build an xplosives plant for the H
government, came in contact with the H
same tangled web of bright ideas. tH
Several thousand engineers were in
consultation with almost as many H
plans. A great expert was brought ffl
in from another plant and joined in
the discussion and finally in the dis- - iflfl
pute. Standing aloof, Jackling saw 11
through the trouble clearly. He pick- - '
cd up one set of plans and said to ml
the expert: il"If we build according to this set JaVal
will we have an efficient plant?"

"Yes," replied the expert.
"Very well, then," said Jackling. jM

"Wo will build according to this H
plan. There will bo no deviation H
from it. Anyone who suggests a dif- - H
ferent plan, anyone who offers a dif- -

ferent blue print will be dismissed. M

We will begin at once to build ac- - yM
cording to this plan and there will i

be no change."
That powder factory was one of the M

(Continued on page 12.)

SALT LAKE THEATRE I I
JUNE 2 AND 3 M

Special Matinee Tuesday H
Oliver Morosco Fresents H

WILLIAM COURTENAY and TONI WISE H
And the original New York Cast, in New York's Merriest, M

Laughing Success JM

GAPPY RICKS I
A brilliant comedy from Peter B. Kyne's popular stories, in H

the Saturday Evening Post M

Seats Now Selling !M
Evenings : 50c to $2.00; Matinee : 50c to $1.50.

Next Attraction j

Wednesday, June 4, at 8:30

Mme. Schumann-Hein- k I
The World's Greatest Contralto H

75c to $2.50 plus war tax. Seats Now Ready HH

COMING SSSIS JUNE 5 1

HENRY MILLER J
RUTH CHATTERTON I

In the Sparkling Comedy J
A MARRIAGE. OF CONVENIENCE M

With a notable company and the exquisite original production H
from Henry Miller's Theatre, New York. H

Prices : 50c to $2.00. Seats Ready Tuesday. H


