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that she had had entirely too much work for so
"young 'a girl and now she must start having some
.'fiin.

Mary knew that her reign was over and, to
make it worse, everybody was pleased. Mrs.
Tompkins mothered the children to heart's con--.

. tent and made quite a new man of her husband.
'? He ceased being taciturn and a week after his

marriage was known to suggest that the whole
family go to a picture show.

Mary felt as though she had no place in the
world. She had just learned one thing how to
look after people, and now there was nobody to
look after. She tried collecting stray cats and
dogs and taking care of them, but they were not

.satisfactory after human beings.
Her step-moth- waited on her, and planned

dresses for her, and suggested new ways to flx
her hair. She insisted on her going to neighbor-
hood parties, too. Mary didn't dance or play
cards, and, what was even more important, she

t couldn't giggle over what the young men said to
her. She always felt out of it and would sit
dumbly in the corner with her eyes on the clock,
waiting for the time to go home.

These were horrible days to Mary. If she
wasn't miserable, she was bored and then she
met Mr. Sprinkel. It was at a hated party.
.When' her eyes first rested on him they bright- -

ened visibly. He was underfed and uncared for;
his cuffs were frayed at the edges, and ho had
holes in his handkerchief. They attracted each
other immediately. Mr. Sprinkel looked furtively
at Mary, and Mary at Mr. Sprinkel. After they
Tveer introduced they gazed unceasingly into each
others eyes, and nobody else existed.

r

He brought her home, and, before he left, she
gave him some of her own raspberry syrup, which
she had made before the advent of her step-

mother.
The next morning Mary awoke singing. Right

, after breakfast she went to town and purchased

a half-doze- n men's handekrchief's. Sho spent tho
rest of the day embroidering on them the letter
"S," and, when asked by an inquisitive family
what sho meant by using that initial when her
father's name was Tompkins, sho became red and
wouldn't answer, but took her sewing to her room
and locked tho door.

Mr. Sprinkel, with his white face and mild,
blue eyes became a frequent visitor at the Tomp-

kins'. It was an understood fact that Mary should
have the parlor every Wednesday and Saturday
evening for her company.

Mrs. Tompkins and her step-daught- became
suddenly congenial. Now, Mary listened grate-

fully to suggestions for arrangement of her hair
and entered heartily into plans for new dresses.

Mr. Sprinkel courted with a gentle ardor. He
wrote Mary poetry, which she prized jealously
but did not understand, and, on summer evenings,
sitting on a bench out of earshot of the house,
he poured forth his soul to her on his flute. She
would listen happily, and wonder if he had
gained, and think how much his suit needed
pressing.

Even to the dullest it was evident that Mary

and Mr. Sprinkel were in love. One evening Mrs.
Tompkins discussed this state of affairs with her
husband. Mrs. Tompkins was brushing her hair,
and Mr. Tompkins was thinking how lucky he
was to have a wife who could do things for her-

self. He had a mental vision of Mary braiding
her mother's long, black hair. Mrs. Tompkins put
down the brush and turned to her husband.

"It's funny that Mary should be so gone on

that little, white-face- d Mr. Sprinkel. He ain't
half a man, and she's had some fine looking young
fellows wanting to marry her."

Mr. Tompkins grunted in assent. "I don't see
much in him myself."

And Mr. Sprinkel, sitting on the doorsteps,
with Mary's hand in his, was saying, "Mary, I
don't see why you love a man like me. Girls
have never even looked at me and you're so big
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