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I "And do tlio poor indulge in this
B i f way?"

H " "Quito frequently, littlo pet," an--

' f swered the high personage.
m 'Well, well, well! And do they ex- -

H pcricnce the same sensations as we

H do, dear?"
fl "Absoltuely."
m "Dear, dear, dear! Why, it's much
H too good for the working classes!"

H A motor car was one day standing
B . in a street, and the chauffeur was hav- -

t ing some little trouble with the start- -

m ing-cran-

M A small qrowd of Idlers were watch- -

M ing operations, and when the motorist
B had finished his struggles a man from
M tho crowd advanced toward him.
m Holding out a coin he remarked:

H "Well done, my man; here's a cop- -

Mt per for you. That's the quietest street
1 organ I have ever heard." Tit-Bit- s.

M A congressman received almost
m daily letters from a constituent asking
m for garden seeds, with emphasis on
M i peas. Tho demand for peas got so
H heavy that the congressman was mov- -

1 ed to write this letter:
M "I am sending you a half dozen more
B packages of peas, as requested. Say,

Hj what are you trying to do down

H there, plant the whole state in peas?"
H The reply came a few days later.
H It read:
M "No, I'm not planting them, but they
M make bully soup. Send along some
M, " more." Kansas City Star.

M " "Children," said the Sunday school

H superintendent, "this picture illus- -

H trates today's lesson: Lot was warn- -

M ed to take his wife and daughters and
fl flee out of Sodom. Here are Lot and

H his daughters, with his wife just be- -

M hind them; and there is Sodom in the
m background. Now, has any girl or
M boy a question before we take up the

H study of the lesson? Well, Susie?"
M "Peathe, thir," lisped the latest gra- -

B uato from the infant class, "where ith
m the flea?" Harper's Monthly.

H Little Ray was saying his prayers at
H bedtime and, having got as far as, "If
m" I should die before I wake," he

i stopped.
M" "Well, what's next?" asked his
B nurse.
B "Why," said Ray, "I suppose a fun- -

B oral would be the next thing." Bos- -

H ton Transcript.

H The minister was endeavoring to
B teach the significance of white to a
H Sunday school class.

Hr "Why," said he, "does a bride in-- '
B variably desire to be clothed in white
B at her marriage?"
B, As no one answered, he explained.

H "White," he said, "stands for joy,

Mf and the wedding day is the most joy--

B( ous occasion of a woman's life."
B Then a small boy queried:
B "Why do the men all wear black?"

B A stage carpenter went to the the- -

H atre manager one day and asked for
B an increase in his wages. The man- -

B ager appeared surprised. "Why," he
B exclaimed, "I really don't see my way
B- to gi'ing you a raise. You have
H nothing much to do. Half the time

I

.you are merely standing in the wings
listening to the play." "Yes, sir," ro- -

plied the carpenter, grimly, "that's
just it."

A servant girl who had been admon-

ished by her mistress to be very
careful in washing up tho best tea
things was overheard shortly after-
ward indulging in the following solilo-

quy while in the act of wiping the
sugar basin: "If I was to drop this
ere basin and was to catch it, I sup

pose I shouldn't catch it; but if I
was to drop it and wasn't to catch
it, I reckon I should just catch it."

When General Beck was a young
lawyer a man was arraigned for mur-

der and had no counsel.
"Mr. Beck," said the presiding

judge, "take the prisoner into that
room at the rear of the court, hear his
story, and give him the best advice
you can."

Accordingly Beck disappeared with

the prisoner, and in half an hour's
time returned into court alone.

"Where is the prisoner?" asked the
judge.

"Well," replied Beck, slowly, "I
heard his story, and then I gave him ,

the best advice I could. I said, 'Pris- - H
oner, if I were you I'd get out of that
window and make tracks.' He slid
down the water pipe, and the last I
saw of him he was getting over a
stone wall half a mile away." Pick-

ings. '

Federal Inquiry or
Railroad Strike?
Faced by demands from the conductors, engineers, firemen and brakemen

that would impose on the country an additional burden in transportation costs of
$100,000,000 a year, the railroads propose that this wage problem be settled by
reference to an impartial Federal tribunal.

With these employes, whose efficient service is acknowledged, the railroads
have no differences that could not be considered. fairly and decided justly by such
a public body. '

Railroads Urge Public Inquiry and Arbitration
The formal proposal of the railroads to the employes for the settlement of

'the controversy is as follows:
"Our conferences have demonstrated that we cannot harmonize our differences of opinion and that eventually the
matters in controversy must be passed upon by other and disinterested agencies. Therefore, we propose that your
proposals and the proposition of the railways be disposed of by one or the other of the following methods:
1. Preferably by submission to the Interstate Commerce Commission, the only tribunal which, by reason of its
accumulated information bearing on railway conditions and its control of the revenue of the railways, is in a posi-
tion to consider and protect the rights and equities of all the interests affected, and to proviffe additional revenue
necessary to meet the added cost of operation in case your proposals are found by the Commission to be just and ,

reasonable; or, in the event the Interstate Commerce Commission cannot, under txisting laws, act in the premises,
that we jointly request Congress to take such action as may be accessary to enable the Commission to consider ana
promptly dispose of the questions involved; or
2. By arbitration in accordance with the provisions of the Federal law" (The Newlands Act). '

Leaders Refuse Offer and Take Strike Vote
Leaders of the train service brotherhoods, at the joint conference held in New

York, June 5, refused the offer of the railroads to submit the issue to arbitration
or Federal review, and the employes are now voting on the question whether
authority shall be given these leaders to declare a nation-wid- e strike.

The Interstate Commerce Commission is proposed by the railroads as the
public body to which this issue ought to be referred for these reasons:

No other body with such an intimate knowJidgje ployes as wages; and the money to pay increased wages
of railroad conditions has such an unquestioned post- - can come from no other source than the rates paid
tion in the public confidence. by the public.

The rates the railroads charge the public formay The Interstate Commerce Commission, with its con- - )

; transportation are now largely fixed by this Govern- - troi over rateif js jn a position to make a complete c
ment board. . investigation and render such decision as would pro j

Out of every dollar received by the railroads from tect the interests of the railroad employes, the owners jthe public nearly one-ha- lf is paid directly to the em- - of the railroads, and the public.

A Question For the Public to Decide
The railroads feel that they have no right to grant a wage preferment of

$100,000,000 a year to these employes, now highly paid and constituting only
one-fift- h of all the employes, without a clear mandate from a public tribunal that i

shall determine the merits of the case after a review of all the facts.
The single issue before the country is whether this controversy is to be settled by an

impartial Government inquiry or by industrial warfare.
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