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A SLANDER

By Anton Tchekhov
Sergay, the writing master, was marrying his

daughter Natalya to the teacher of history and
geography. The wedding festivities were go-

ing off most successfully. In the drawing-roo-

there was singing, playing and dancing. Wait-
ers hired from the club were flitting distract-
edly about the rooms, dressed in swallow-tail- s

and dirty white ties. There was a continual

I hubbub and din of conversation. Sitting side
by side on the sofa, the teacher of mathematics,
Tarantulov, the French teacher, Uasdequoi, and
the junior assessor of taxes, Mzda, were talk-
ing with animation. In the next room the lit-
erature master, Dodonsky, was expatiating.

Just at midnight the master of the house went
into the kitchen to see whether everything was
ready for supper. The kitchen from floor to
ceiling was filled with fumes composed of
goose, duck and many other dainties. On two
tables the accessories, the drinks and light re-

freshments were set out in artistic disorder.
The cook, Marfa, a red-face- d woman, whose figure
was like a barrel with a belt round it, was bust-
ling about the tables.

"Show me the sturgeon, Marfa," said Sergay,
rubbing his hands and licking his lips. "What
a perfume! what a miasma! I could eat up
the whole kitchen. Come, show me the stur
geon."

Marfa went up to one of the benches anJ
cautiously lifted a piece of greasy newspaper.
Under the paper on an immense dish there re-

posed an immense sturgeon, masked in jelly and
decorated with capers, olives and carrots. Ser-
gay gazed at the sturgeon and gasped. His face
beamed, he turned his eyes up. He bent down,
and with his lips emitted the sound of an

wheel.
"Ah-ha- ! the sound of a passionate kiss

Who is it you're kissing out there, little Marfa?"
came a voice from the next' room, and in the
doorway there appeared the cropped head of
the assistant-UBher-, Vankin. "Who is it?

Delighted to meet you! Sergay! You're
a fine grandfather, I must say!"

"I'm not kissing," said Sergay in confusion.
told you so, you fool? I was only ....

my lips .... in reference ....
of ... . pleasure .... at the

of the fish."

that to the marines!" The intrusive face
wearing a broad grin. Sergay flushed.i"Who it!" he thought, "the beast will go now

talk scandal. He'll disgrace me to all the
the brute!"

went timidly into the drawing-roo-

and looked stealthily round for Vankin. Van-ki- n

was standing by the piano and, bending
down with a jaunty air, was whispering some-
thing to the inspector's sister-in-la- who was
laughing.

"Talking about me!" thought Sergay. "I'll
speak to them all, and he'll be shown up for
a fool and a gossip."

Sergay scratched his head, and, still overcome
with embarrassment, went up to Pascdequoi.

"I've just been in the kitchen, to see after
the supper," he said to the Frenchman. "I
know you are fond of fish, and I've a sturgeon,
my dear fellow, beyond everything. A yard and
a half long! Ha, ha, ha! And, by the way.... I was just forgetting .... In the kitchen
just now with that sturgeon .... quite a lit-
tle story! I went into the kitchen just now and
wanted to look at the supper dishes. I looked .
at the sturgeon, and I smacked my lips with
relish .... at the piquancy ofit. And at
the very moment that fool Vankin came in and
said: 'Ha, ha, ha! So you're kissing her!'
Kissing Marfa the cook! What a thing to im-

agine, silly fool! The woman is a perfect fright,
like all the beasts put together, and he talks
about kissing! Queer flsh!"

"Who's a queer flsh?" asked Taranaulov.
"Why, he over there, Vankin! I went into the

kitchen " ,

And lie told the story of Vankin. " .... He
amused me, queer flsh! I'd rather kiss a dog
than Marfa, if you ask me," added Sergay. He
looked round and saw behind him Mzda.

"We are talking of Vankin," he said. "Queer
flsh he is! He went into the kitchen, saw me
beside Marfa and began inventing all sorts of
silly stories. 'Why are you kissing?' says he.
He must have had a drop too much. rAnd I'd
rather kiss a turkeycock than Marfa,' I said.
'And I've a wife of my own, you fool,' said I.
He did amuse me!"

Woolley Brothers, Brokers
Members Salt Lake Slock and Mining Exchange

Mining and Industrial Stocks

We solicit your business.

617-18-1- 9 Newhouse Bldg.

Telephone Wasatch 1 134

Nothing But

Packard
and

Pierce Arrow
CARS

Any Time oj Bay or Night .

H. A. BRADLEY
Stand 215 Main St.

Phone Was. 875 Garage Phone, Was. 5151

Hamilton's I
Smart Shop I

Clearance Sale Of H
All Summer Goods H

We must close out all Summer goods, regardless H
of cost. All tailored and fancy suits; all tailored
and fancy coats; all tailored and fancy waists; H
all afternoon and evening dresses arc being sold H
for less than cost of materials. Our buyers have H
gone east and will soon be Bending us new Fall H
goods and we must have room for them, hence H
the great bargains. We have a complete stock,
colors and sizes, in all department. H

( 216 SOUTH MAIN ST. H

Keeley's H
Icecream always pure, wholesome and H
delicious. So resting to the nerves and H
cooling to the blood. Give the children H
all they want, it is good for them. H

We give S. & H. Trading Stamps H

Keeley Ice Cream Co. M
Opposite Auerbach's Next to Empress Theatro H

on State 8t. Main 8t. M
i 1 H

Sealed In Glass Till I
It Touches The Lips I

In the. storage cellar of the Salt Lake City H
Brewing Company are large steel tanks, H
glass enameled on the inside. H
Here the beer is aged for four months and H
is then ready to be filled in barrels and H
bottles. H
Glass enameled steel tanks are becoming H
very popular and rapidly replacing the old- - H
fashioned wooden casks, because they are H
much more sanitary, and can at all times H
be kept as clean as a glass bottle which H
means that H

American Beauty I
Beer I

IS KEPT IN GLASS FROM THE TIME IT
IS BREWED TILL IT TOUCHES THE LIPS H
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