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I The Record of Republican Rule in Utah
By THEODORE L. HOLMAN

II ftf twcntv ycars Utah has marched to the tune of Republican

Bl ! policies of government.
j! m The people have seen marked changes since statehood.

H! Remarkable advancement has been made along every line of hu- -

Hh man endeavor.
'1 v Much of this progress has been due to the individual initiative

H' and enterprise of a great people, but not all
H The state government has blazed the trail and led the march of

H progress.
H Twenty years ago the people were shifting for themselves they
H were more or less neglected by their government.
Hj Today the state government is in close touch with the people.
H It is responsive to their needs. Its strong arm reaches out to protect
Hi their personal and property rights, and to promote their legitimate
Hl activities.
Hi It has extended encouragement to its citizens with a view to their
Hj culture and contentment, having as its object the establishment of a
H.' peaceful and prosperous commonwealth.
Hj The rearing of the state institutions, and the state capitol, the
H, building of roads, the development of the splendid public school sys- -

Hj tern, the conservation of health and morals, the care of the incompetent
Hj and unfortunate, the protection of public and private funds, the super- -

Hr vision and control of corporations, insurance and investment com- -

H . panics, the generous assistance given to the farmers, stockmen and
H industries, and the development and advertisement of the natural re--

H sources of the state all these accomplishments speak in support of

H the soundness and of the successive state administra- -

B1 tions.
H'' Altogether, these remarkable achievements constitute the record
H ' of Republican rule in Utah.
H'' The Democratic party is attacking this record.
H', To the unprejudiced mind, even the high-soundi- Democratic
H promises for the future fail to measure up to the substantial Republi- -

H.. " can performances of the past.
HI The people of Utah arc sensible and sound in their estimates of

public policy.
! We feel confident that they desire a continuation of the construc- -

tive policies which have done so much for the upbuilding of the state
H and the uplift of its citizens.
Hi Lest some forget, we recite a portion of the record :

Ha The Republican party has reared the state institutions to a high
Hj plane of physical improvement and administrative efficiency. Their
Hj1 standards have been elevated to the level of similar institutions in
Hji other states, and their capacity has been extended to meet the con--

H stant demands of increased attendance. Three of these institutions,
H the State University, the Agricultural College, and its branch at Ce- -

Hr dar City, have been put on a fixed financial basis. By provision of

Hp law, they now receive 28 per cent of the tax levy for general purposes.
Hjj All told, the state is devoting upwards of one-ha- lf of its entire annual
Hi income to the maintenance and upbuilding of its eight big institu- -

H tions.
Hi A Republican administration built the State Capitol. Utah's new
Hj? state house has already become famous as one of the great buildings
HI 'l of America. It stands as a fitting monument to the genius and entcr- -

Hri prise of her citizens, and as an enduring exhibit of her wonderful in--

Hi dustries and resources. But more significant still, it was built by
Hid clean hands and within the figures fixed for its ultimate cost. This
H was a tremendous undertaking. It required courage and the most
H careful calculations. In financing the enterprise, the administration
H was able to spare $750,000 from its inheritance tax collections, and it
H is estimated that the entire cost of the building will eventually be

H i covered by revenues derived from sources outside the state.
HH A Republican administration instituted permanent construction
HI J work on the public roads and created the necessary agencies to pur- -

lb

sue the project to a successful conclusion. Under the direction of the j

state road commission, 2,900 miles of state road have already been
designated. To date, upwards of 2,500 miles have been graded and
put in splendid shape for ordinary usage. Over 600 miles have been
permanently shaped and surfaced. By the close of the current year
the state road system will include thirty-fiv- e miles of concrete road
and twenty miles of macadam. Upwards of 4,800 culverts have been ,

laid, and some 400 bridges erected, including 121 steel and concrete
structures. Approximately $100,000 has been expended in spanning
the Green, Grand, Sevier, San Juan and Price rivers with six service-
able and substantial bridges. The good roads movement has been
under way for eight years. Already the state has appropriated and
expended upwards of $1,100,000 for this purpose. Under the present
policy, it is now setting aside annually over $225,000 for the state roads
alone. It has also caused the several counties to assist in the work,
and from all sources over $3,000,000 has been made available for the
improvement of the public highways. The road work is still in its
early stages, but the time is not far distant when the citizens will be-

gin to realize handsome returns from this investment of the public
funds.

The rural communities are profiting from Republican rule. Not
so many years ago the farmers and stockmen were) shifting for them-
selves and knew little about scientific farming and stock raising. Now
the state is giving them untold assistance in the form of practical ed-

ucation and financial encouragement. The Agricultural College, the
State Fair association, the State Land Board, the State Engineer, the
Conservation Commission, the Live Stock Inspector, the Horticul-
tural Commission, the Board of Sheep Commissioners, and the Farm
and Home Demonstrators, all are representing the state in the great
work of developing the rural communities. Experimental farms are
maintained, and farmers' and domestic science institutes are being
held throughout the state. The importation of diseased live stock
has been prohibited, and their movement within the state restricted.
The bounty laws have been revised and additional appropriations
made, for the extermination of wild animals. All told, in support of
these various agencies and for the purposes mentioned the state is
now expending upwards of $250,000 annually. It should also be noted
that over $1,000,000 of the state land funds has already been loaned
directly to the farmers, and that eventually an additional $5,000,000
will become available for this purpose.

The Republican party has taken extreme measures to promote the
general health and sanitary conditions of the community. The work
of the state health department speaks for itself. The dairy and food
department is severe in its inspection of all food stuffs and dairy pro-
ducts manufactured or sold in the state. Provision has been made for
the rigid inspection and control of sanitary conditions in hotels. It
is sufficient to say that government statistics show that the death rate
from disease is lower here, and that we suffer less from contagion than
any other state in the union.

Republican administrations have been painstaking in the care
of the mentally deficient, the physically incapaciated, and the other
unfortunates found within the state. They have all been comfortably
housed and given careful treatment. Two big institutions are main- -
tained for their care, and special cases have been, given the necessary
financial assistance they deserved.

The Republican party has given particular attention to the cor-
rection of the habits and character of wayward boys and girls. It
has written into the Statutes the best juvenile laws in the land. Ju-

venile courts have been created and an industrial school established.
This work has not been without its direct reward. According to
statistics, Utah has a lower percentage of juvenile delinquency than . .

any other state.
The Republican party has made every effort to protect the citizen

in the matter of his bank deposits, his insurance. policy, his speculative


