
GOODWIN' S WEEKLY. 5

in section 1 o this ordinanco shall include (a)
clothing and wearing apparel of every descrip-
tion; (b) hair goods, combs, brushes and like
articles; (c) mattresses, blankets, sheets, com-

forters, pillows and other bedding; (d) all ma-

terials generally known and designated as dry
goods.

This is a good plan that could be followed to
advantage by other municipalities, that of pro-

hibiting merchants from sending goods to pros-

pective buyers on approval, and from accepting
the return of goods delivered. It might mean a
reorganization of an important branch of the busi- -

ness of the larger dry goods stores, but ultimately
it would result in their benefit, not to mention
the additional safeguard to the health of their
employes as well as the community at large. "We

believe that the dealers would be willing to risk
complaints of such customers as might object
to the elimination of the approval plan in the
satisfaction of knowing that nothing in the store
had been contaminated. We suggest it to the
city commission, and hope it will meet with their
approval and action.

THE SA VIOR ON PROHIBITION

By Samuel P. Cutler.
of the amazing characteristics ofONE is the tendency of the advocates of lib-

erty of thought who have been persecuted on
account of their heretical opinions to become in
turn persecutors. Thus we have the historical
case of the New England Pilgrims who left their
homes to settle in the wilds of America because
of their desire to worship God in their own way.

Yet hardly had they become established in this
country when they in turn persecuted Baptists
and Quakers, for their failure to worship God ac-

cording to the notions of the Pilgrims.
A striking modern instance of this inconsist- -

ency of practice with religious profession is
found in the case of the Christian Scientists.
These believers in the literal construction of the
teachings of Christ have incurred the open hos-

tility of the more orthodox churches, and their
disbelief in the recognized methods of treating
disease has resulted in their prosecution for prac-- i
ticing the cure of sickness without complying
with the legal requirements of the study of med-

icine. Against this action by the civil author-
ities the Christian Scientists have vigorously pro-

tested in the name of liberty of thought and free- -

dom of religious worship, and in some states
they have been able to secure the enactment of
legislation exempting them from the penalties
imposed on illegal medical practitioners. Every- -

where they have claimed to stand for the es
sential sympathy on the ground that their con-

scientious scruples against the use of drugs and
. other modern medical methods were being vio

lated because of the desire of physicians to re--I

tain a monopoly of the profitable profession of
healing the sick.

While thus ostensibly standing for individual
liberty, the Christian Scientists, through their
official organ, the Monitor, of Boston, Mass.,
have recently come out in favor of one of the
worst forms of modern intolerance: the demand
for prohibition of the manufacture and sale of
alcoholic beverages. That paper not only en-

dorses prohibition, but defends it on exactly the
same grounds on which all the fanatics and bi-

gots of the past have based their attempt to in-

flict their narrow views on the rest of mankind
the idea that the "good" people have the right

to enact laws compelling the "bad" people (mean-- 1

ing those who disagree with them) to live ac
cording to their notions of morality. This is
the source of all religious persecutions and wars,
which were justified by the plea that in trying
to force one kind of religion upon a people, it
was done for the good of their souls.

In a recent notable utterance, former Chief
Justice Cullen of the New York court of appeals
said: "It took centuries of time and untold hu-

man suffering to establish the right of a man to
be damned or saved in the next world in his own
way. And the right of an adult, sane person to
be cured or killed in this world, in his own way,
seems to me to be equally as great." If men
have a right to select their form of religion,
which according to the orthodox, means the choice
of salvation or damnation for all eternity, surely
they have an equal right of choice of beverages
which may possibly injure them if used in excess,
but which the great physician, Sir William Osier
says: "Can be used in moderation throughout a
long life without injury to the general health."

There is not a word or line in the teachings of
Christ that justifies the resort to the policeman's
club and the jail as means of compelling men to
give up' what is to them a pleasurable and harm-
less indulgence. Jesus did not say: "I am right;
believe in me or I will put you in prison; I will
torture and if need be kill you!" He taught
that kindness is better than punishment, that
love is stronger than hate, and his message to
the criminal "taken in the np " was ''go and sin
no more."

This issues goes to the - roots of all Chris-

tianity. If the churches are bankrupt, if the
teachings of Jesus have failed, if the "moral
law within must give way to the policeman's
club and the jail if instead of the spirit of gentle-
ness, kindness and love, we must have prohibition
as advocated by the ranting money-seekin- g mount-
ebank, Billy Sunday, then we should close the
churches, abandon our Sunday schools, and adopt
instead of the cross the insignia of prison bars,
with the motto, "In these we trust."

In his book on "The Enforcement of Law in
Cities," Brand Whitlock, formerly mayor of To-

ledo, and now minister to Belgium, tells how
after long and careful study of the problems of
poverty, sin, crime and vice he came to believe
that:

"Philosophy has no faith in the efficacy of
force in making people good. It teaches that
people get better and improve, not by the de-

structive processes of hatred and wrath, but by
the constructive method of love and reason. It
teaches that goodness comes from within, not
from without, that you cannot beat goodness into
people, or give them a prescription for it, to be
taken in doses, like medicine, but that they must
generate it out of their own hearts; and it be-

lieves that if we will only make social and econ-

omic conditions that will give all men, instead
of a few men, a chance to live, they will natur-
ally and inevitably become good. It teaches that
you cannot make people good by law, nor by
policeman's clubs, nor by guns and bayonets, for
it sees only hatred in these processes, and it
knows that 'hatred ceaseth not by hatred; hatred
ceaseth but by love.' "

It might do the Christian Scientists, who are
advocating the enactment of laws to put in jail
men who make or sell beer, wine and similar
beverages, some good to read their New Testa-
ment, and try to reconcile the teachings of Jesus
with the demand for making men moral and tem-
perate by prohibitory laws. St. Louis Mirror.

William Dean Howells, the novelist, was talk-
ing about a poet.

"His work is over-refine- over-delicat- over-nice,- "

ho said.
'In short, his work reminds me of the young

husband who said to his bride at the end of the
honeymoon:

" 'Darling, I'll have to leave you every morn-
ing hereafter to go to 'business; 'but, to make the
parting less abrupt, I'll no longer lake the 8:15
express as I used to do I'll take the 8:20 slow
accommodation.' "
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When you are ready to consider
the selection of a Talking Machine,
do not fail to hear the

Victrolas
at

Clark's
We have all the records of the
World's Greatest Artists and deal
in Victrolas and Records exclu-

sively. Come in and let us enter-

tain you. j

John Elliott Clark Co.
1 50 So. Main St. Phone W. 3275
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Shavo your coal bill a little, and enjoy 1
more comfort; by burning: y
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Marsh Coal
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All Sizes of the

Best Steam and Domestic j

Coals. Anthracite, Coke,
Kindling. Auto Trucks
and Teams for good service.
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