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j ) should like to sec some public-spirite- d citizen

m stand right up in meeting nnd tell this fellow
m that, insofar as the standard of our churches,
M schools, homes, amusements and public morals is
B I concerned, Utah yields to no state in the Union.
M, Then to make a good job of it the citizen should
M step up to the front, seize the blatherskite by
m the nape of his neck and the seat of his pants,
M yank him off the pulpit and out the door, and
m give him a swift kick in the direction of the near- -

Hj est city limits. That would bo good riddance and
H an object lesson to others of the same stripe.

V

Why Was It Done?
WE were told a few days ago how the cremated

remains of the late Joseph Hillstrom were
M recently parcelled out, placed in packages, and
H distributed amongst several hundred members of
H the I. W. W. As yet, no plausible explanation
M has been offered for this grewsomo venture.
M., Certain leaders of the notorious order attempt- -

M ed to hoodwink the public into believing that
B they were simply commemorating the sacrifice
M of a who had given his life for their
M cause; that it was purely a matter of sentiment
M with them and nothing more. Perhaps so, but
M we wonder whether some other and more sinister
m purpose did not prompt this somewhat novel and
M singular observance of the anniversary of the ex- -

M ecution of the convicted murderer.
m Is it not probable that some one or more out- -

m laws of the order chose to make of the occasion
B an opportunity to sow broadcast the seeds ofI, discontent and discord in the minds of the thou- -

I, sands who already are entirely too distrustful
H of the courts of the land? It is even reasonable

B .to presume that the real purpose might have been
H' to fan into a flame the fires of resentment and

prejudice kindled a year ago, which have been
H ' smoldering ever since.

j Then too, as some one aptly suggests, the re-- J

suit of the election in Utah may have had some-- y

thing to do with the unaccountable demonstr-
ably tion made by the followers of the red flag. The

MU of their friend, the president; his
Hk' sweeping endorsement by the voters of this state,
Hk and the unwarranted defeat of almost all of the

H! officials who, acting in the name of the state,
M were instrumental in bringing Hillstrom to jus--

tice all these events must have furnished cause
H for great rejoicing in the camp of the arch-en--

emies of good government.
Hj And so it was not strange that the high
Hj priests of the order took advantage of the situ- -

H '' ation to again fling the flag of defiance to law
H and order throughout the land. The wonder is

that they did not come entirely out from under
I cover, and proclaim openly what they really be- -

, lieve to be the truth, and what, we believe, they
HI' ' celebrated several days ago, namely that they
H" had read between the lines of the election returns
H1 of this state and saw both a verdict and a victory
H for their cause.
H The dispatches did not say whether or not a
HrV package of the dead man's dust was mailed to
H the White House.

H The Ballot At Fault
of our election machinery is entirely outMUCH

and should be immediately thrown in- -

H to the discard. This is especially true of the
Hy form of ballot in use in this stale.
H' In times past when partisanship absolutely
Hi dominated the mind of the voter the old straight
Hi ballot served a useful purpose. It was the cus- -

H torn then to "vote 'er straight," and by the simple
of a cross in the circle, the physical and(placing effort entailed in the actual casting of a

ballot was reduced to a minimum. So long as
HI the, electorate continued to divid- on strict party
H " lines and the scratching of a I t was the ex- -

H ception, there was little objection to the use of
HF the Australian ballot.

But times have changed. Partisanship is no
longer the fetish it once was. A large portion
of the electorate is rapidly becoming independ-
ent of party ties. There is now a growing dis-

position on the part of the elector to vote for
the individual candidate regardless of party af-

filiations.
This being the case, the form of the ballot

should bo simplified so as to afford every possible
advantage to the independent voter. Moreover,
its form should no longer suggest the idea of
straight voting. Whether the short ballot or the
blanket ballot should be adopted we are not pro-pare- d

to say, .but the next legislature should care-
fully consider the proposition, and adopt the plan
which appears most desirable for the use of the
independent voter.

The use of the blanket ballot in California
made possible the election of Johnson by two
hundred thousand and the defeat of Hughes by
some three thousand votes. The use of the
straight party ballot in Utah resulted in the
bunching of the candidates, thereby causing them
to run fairly even with their ticket. It is quite
triie that there was considerable scratching of
the ballots here too, but had party lines been
erased on the ballot and the independent voter
given the incentive to judge each and every can-
didate upon the individual merits involved, the
result in this state would in all probability have
been somewhat different.

What Is To Follow?
A MERICA is overreaching herself. Prosperity

is running riot in certain spots. New York has
become the capital city of the world. Millionaires
are being made over night and money is being
piled up mountain high. Even the masses are
being caught in the momentum of the mad rush
for money, just money and more money. The
pace is becoming too swift. We will soon be un-

able to sustain it. Then: what is to follow?

A ten per cent wage increase has just been
posted by one of the big eastern steel corpora-
tions. Within six weeks, if the Adamson law
is held to be constitutional, the wages of the rail-
way trainmen of the country will materially ad-

vance. It was reported that our big Utah min-
ing companies promised their men a substantial
increase in wages when copper reached thirty
cents, and we suppose they have made good their
word. A similar state of affairs exists in prac-

tically every line of industry throughout the land.
It is true that wages have not kept pace with

the increased cost of living but that simply em-

phasizes the point. This period of remarkable
prosperity is bound to be of short duration. In
the meanwhile those who are sharing in its bene-
fits are acquiring an appetite for high living, arti-
ficial pleasures and the like. Instead of saving
a share of their earnings they persist in living
up to the limit. When the smash comes this
country will shake from center to circumference.
Wo are money-ma- d and the aftermath of our har-
vest is awful to contemplate.

They Disagree, As Usual
KTOW come the dear women with their conte-
ntions and counter claims as to the probable
effect of the outcome of the recent election upon
the cause of equal suffrage throughout the na-

tion. They are divided into two camps, of course,
and are as they always have been and always
will be diametrically in opposition to each other
in the all important matter of female enfranchise-
ment.

The suffragists had met with considerable suc-

cess in their fight for the ballot prior to the re-

cent campaign. Twelve states had adopted equal
suffrage and others had promised favorable action
in the near future. Although they were gaining
ground, the going was much too slow for the in

trepid leaders, and they carried their cause to
congress and the president. By the very simple
plan of affixing an amendment to the federal con-

stitution they hoped to enfranchise all the women
of all the states, regardless of whether a ma-
jority of the women of the country favored it or
not. Failing in this move, they carried the fight
to the polls.

They favored Mr. Hughes because ho favored
their proposal. They opposed the president be-

cause he stubbornly refused to accede to their
wishes. The suffragists claimed control of four
million voters in twelve states; sufficient in num-

ber to swing the election in each state and to
determine the result in the nation. That is, pro-

vided the women voted as a unit, but right there
was the miscalculation. The suffragists had failed
to reckon with the vagaries and whims common
to all womankind.

What happened? That's the rub. The women
themselves cannot agree upon the effect of the
strenuous campaign waged in their behalf, but
the simple fact remains that ten out of the twelve
equal suffrage states swung into the Wilson col-

umn and one other was saved for the Republi-
cans only by the closest kind of a shave. To
what extent the women voters were responsible
for these results we are not yet ready to venture
an opinion. To what extent the cause of equal
suffrage has been helped or hindered is still a
matter for speculaticn.

The suffragist leaders seem to bo undaunted
over the defeat of their candidate. They claim
that the reverses they have encountered are only
temporary; that they are in better fighting con-

dition than ever before, and that they have just
begun the fight in earnest. On the other hand,
the women opposed to the suffrage movement
are positive in the assertion that the woman's
party has received a severe Setback.

It is interesting to note what the president
of the National Association Opposed to Woman
Suffrage, Mrs. A. M. Dodge, writes to an eastern
paper. In part she says:

"The Woman's party failed absolute-
ly to carry out the purpose for which it was or-

ganized to defeat the Democratic candidate in
the states where women vote.

"The woman in politics and the woman trying
to get into politics have contributed nothing to
politics but increased election costs, more ex-

pensive and spectacular stunts, more bitter, part-
isanship, and bigger bluffs than the men have
made."

So there you are. You can take your choice.
As for ourselves, we are still unprepared to bo
told that equal suffrage is of itself either alto-

gether good or altogether bad. But of one thing,
at least, we are certain namely, that it will not
have an opportunity to show its real possibilities
for either good or ill so long as the extremists of
both sides of the controversy continue to occupy
the center of the stage. Wo have satisfied our-

selves also, that the women will not under any
condition vote en masse for any person or issue,
not even when a matter of vital concern to their
own kind is at stake. This is sweet assurance in
itself, and may ultimately prove to be the saving
grace of the suffrage movement whatever its
final outcome is to be.

The Case Of California
verdict is in. Wilson carried the state by aTHE margin of several thousand votes. Hiram

Johnson also carried the state by upwards of
200,000 votes. California is normally a Republi-
can state. What was the trouble?

It is quite plain that Governor Hughes was
double-crosse- The tracks of the treacherous
parties lead in the direction of the Johnson camp.
It is altogether probable that the blame will
never bo firmly fixed upon the senator-elect- , him-

self, for he is a master politician and smooth


