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7 i4r Sadder But Wiser Men ' I
the legislature ceased its labors within

DAD time limit fixed by the constitution,
the Democracy of this state' would have

been in a sorry plight. Thursday noon, the logal
date for adjournment, found the lawmakers floun-
dering in a mass of "unfinished business." More-
over, it found a majority of the legislators so
thoroughly disheartened and disgusted with the
horrible mess they had made of things that they
were willing to openly admit it. The last legal
day of the session saw both houses simply
swamped with business that demanded attention,
and that stood in the way of 'adjournment. Not-
withstanding this, the lower house was ready to
throw up it's hands in surrender, shut up shop
and go home; and it very likely would have done
so had the senate not stood in the way.

It is, indeed, a wise provision that was writ-

ten into the constitution precluding the adjourn-
ment of either house of the legislature without
the consent of the other. Otherwise, the repre-
sentatives would surely have washed their hands
of the whole affair; dumped everything before
them in the waste basket (including the general
revenue bill), and returned to their homes in dis-

gust. During these closing hours, the session no
longer partakes of the nature of a deliberative
proceeding. A majority of the members are sens-les- s

and careless; a general stupor prevails; they
appear to be lost in the maze of their own incom-
petence to cope with the duties imposed upon
them; and generally speaking, the twelfth session
of the Utah state legislature has resolved itself
into a nightmare pure and simple.

all probability, the legislators would haveXNthrown their pet hobbies and political
pledges to the wind, and adjourned on the min-

ute, had it not been for the governor's insistence
they revise the tax and revenue laws in some
or other. In this respect, the executive had
over a barrel for he threatened to call an

!that session in the event they failed to
the desired legislation before the
of the regular session. But the mere fact

they have agreed to continue their labors un-

til sometime today, is no guarantee that they will
write anything satisfactory into the statutes. The
reverse is more likely to happen, and the wonder

I is that Governor Bamberger, knowing full well
the dangerous state of mind of the legislators at
present, did not consent to an adjournment of the
regular session and then call them into a special
session for a specific purpose. By cleaning the
slate and setting everything else aside, the legis-

lature might, with a new start, make some head-

way with the tax and revenue problem. As mat-

ters now stand, the case looks hopeless.

HE situation at the capitol has become des-- J

perate. Governor Bamberger 'and his few
trusted lieutenants are the only ones who fully
sense the danger, and are frantically endeavoring
to whip the lawmakers into lino long enough to
get some sort of a revenue measure through.
Their anxiety is based no longer upon the desire
to fulfill their platform pledges, but to provide
the necessary revenue for running the state gov-

ernment for the ensuing two years. In the mat-

ter of appropriations, this legislature has been
the most extravagant since statehood. The ap-

propriation bill to date carries appropriations ag-

gregating over $1,000,000 in excess of the estimat-Ie- d

revenues. The proposition simply resolves
to this: Instead of reducing the operating

of the state government, the legislature
materially increased the fixed overhead cost.

that, unless some way can be figured out to

meet these unavoidable demands, the notorious
deficit will grow to alarming proportions.

It was thought a few days ago that the trick
could be turned by entering into a gentleman's
agreement with the mining companies, whereby
they would consent to a tax on three times their
net income during the two years, and not oppose
an amendment to the constitution in 1918 which
would fix this upon a legal and permanent basis.
The mining companies were willing, but the whole
proposition is more or less of a makeshift and
we doubt if it could be made to stick.

HERE are just three ways to reach a satis-- J

factory solution of the revenue prolblem.
In the first place, why can not the party in power
be honest with the people and admit that it was
mistaken during the campaign? Certainly, they
must have had sufficient experience during the
past sixty days to warrant the admission that
the demands of the state are too heavy to per-
mit of any tax reduction. Secondly, they can
arrange to go after the tax dogers during the
next two years, and this in itself will swell the
coffers to a considerable extent. And last, there
is still time to curtail expenses by annulling their
acts which call for new and additional appropria- -

tions." Our idea is that if they cut out their ex--"

travagant tactics they will be able to get by for
two years without seriously increasing the pres-
ent deficit. Then, the constitution may be amend-- "

ed to take advantage of the generous proposal of
the mining companies, if the people are in favor
of it. If not, then raise the levies.

the state government is aSINANCING at best, even when tho ad-

ministration hews to the line of strict economy,.
But when a legislature insists upon the creation
of new offices and departments, then the proposi-
tion becomes doubly perplexing. Still, we are
not disposed to waste any sympathy upon our
Democratic friends so long as they pursue their
present extravagant policy.

For instance: although the admitted purpose
of continuing the session over a few days was
to wrestle with the revenue problem, yet just
as soon as this was dgreed upon, a bill was
rushed through both houses increasing the mem-
bership of the supreme court to five justices, and
of course adding another $10,000 to the annual
overhead expenses of the state government. There
was no good reason offered for this; the state
bar appears to be against it; and still it should
be remembered that the bill provides for two
new offices paying $5,000 a year each, and offers
an opportunity for the appointment of two more
deserving Democrats to remunerative positions.

at the very time when both housesHLSO, have been confining their efforts to
devising ways and means for raising finances,
they were occupying their precious time in cook-
ing up a scheme to make a gigantic political ma-
chine out of the state road commission. This
measure was also given right of way, and aB it
now stands will give the elective state officers
full sway in the expenditure of the rood funds.
Fancy what these fellows will do with $2,000,000
expended at their option throughout the state.
Had the legislature been consistent with its
pledges of economy and efficiency, it would have
provided that this Hugh sum of money be spent
by contract to the lowest responsible bidder. And,
if it really wanted to reorganize the state road
commission along, practical lines, it would have
provided that the membership bo composed of
expert road engineers, these experienced men to
be paid a substantial salary. If the $10,000 per

annum that has been wasted on the two unneces- -

sary supremo court justices was to be dovoted to ,M
tho payment of the salaries of road experts, wo ,

wouldn't have any criticism to offer. 'H
HT last wo are assured of a public utilities fl

commission, but as already predicted, it will 'M
"look more like a gentleman than a bandit." For i

that much, at least, we are truly thankful. As mat- - 'JM
tors now stand, there seems to bo very littlo ob
jection to the commission, as constituted, pro- - 'H
vided tho governor uses good judgment in tho so-- M
lection of Its personnel. That's where tho rub ' H
will eventually come, even though its ipowers aro 'H
somewhat limited. But when a penurious legis- -

'

laturo risks a $50,000 experiment tho people M
ought to bo willing to take a chance themselves.

H
gtfPEAKING of economy, wo fail to seo where it M

J is going to be possible to effect any appreciable
saving in the operating expenses of tho state gov- - H
ernment, now that the consolidation Ffhemo has H
been bodily thrown overboard. Of , the an- - H
nual road appropriations have been .pped in H
two, but that is more than offset by h.n and ad- -'

ditional appropriations for other purposes.
H

IHE boys from tho extreme outside counties H
KJ have jobbed themselves nicely with the load
legislation to date, and they are due to have a sad H
awakening when it is too late to mend the dam- - H
age. The expenditure of $2,000,000 on the roads H
makes a mighty fine story to carry homo to their H
constituents; and especially so when provision H
has been made to refund this sum without taking H
a dollar out of the direct tax monies. But when H
these same constituents discover that this gi-- H
gantic expenditure will bo exhausted long boforo H
it reaches their territory, and when they also H
find that the customary appropriations have been H
materially curtailed, then a howl will go up that H
will spell the doom of many a promising rural H
statesman. H

H
((7Y the way, we trust that the legislators do H
4l not forget to provide for the expending of the H
road money available for permanent construction H
work by contract to the lowest responsible. Oth- - H
erwise, we aro liable to have another $2,000,000 H
scandal with the next change of administration. H

1
dollars to doughnuts that when tho H

XT'S does adjourn, there will be many H
a weary statesman wend his way homeward, H
wishing all the while that he had been more H
charitable to his predecessors in tho old days H
and saying to himself that "things are not what M
they see." If this session of the legislature re- - H
suits in nothing else, it will at least have taught M
a certain group of men to bridle their tongues, H
and to think twice before they speak. It's a cost- - H
ly lesson to learn, and tho people have to pay H
tho fiddler; but that's the way things work out jJ
in such a government as ours. H

one way state legislatures are a good H
XNthing. They give worthy, capable and am- - M
bitious young men tho knowledge of how legis- - M
lation is conducted, and in a measure, at least, jJ
prepare them for higher places. B

But it would bo better for a state could its M
gove-nme- nt be in a sense a high-clas-s non-par- - M
tisan commission, composed of a few eminently - M
successful business men, headed by tho governor JM
and subject to his call at all times. v

It would be better for many reasons. In grow- - M
ing young states there is often need of such a M
power, Instead of lettinr things drift and wait M

for the biennial sixty-da- y session of the leglsla- - M
ture, in which are riany totally untrained men. M


