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H Arthur Balfour, Statesman
M By The Editor of The Wnsp (San Francisco)

BALFOUR, now In
HItTHUR to represent Great

at the war conference
H of the Allies at Washington, D. C, is
B the' last of the great Victorian states- -

M He is the last link with the political
H period that was studded with such re- -

M sounding names as William Ewart
M Gladstone, Lord Beaconsfleld, more
m familiar as Benjamin Disraeli, Joseph

j Chamberlain, Lord Salisbury, and Ran- -

M dolph Cliurchill. These names have
H a reverberating ring to those who fol- -

H low world affairs. And Arthur Bal- -

M four takes equal rank with these men.
B A New York newspaper, on the day
M Balfour set foot on this continent, de- -

M clared "Britain has sent her best," and
j this was no more than true. Lloyd

H George, himself, whose masterly
M statesmanship, at a time of peril, has

won himself a place not surpassed by
Hj any of his predecessors in English

M history, does not occupy a warmer
H place in the hearts of his countrymen

M than Balfour. The Scotchman, yes
m Balfour, comes from the north of

B Tweed, like so many of those who
Hj have made the British empire what
H it is today, has not the power of

fl swaying great audiences from a public
H platform of the present prime minis- -

H ter. It is a question whether Balfour
H would have had the executive ability

' and fiery energy to perform the Her- -

H culean tasks that the little Welshman
H has successfully accomplished during
H the last six years. But Great Britain
H and the Allies would have sorely
H missed the ripe judgment, the inex- -

H haustiblo optimism, and the courage
H of Balfour in this crisis.

Bl For almost half a century Balfour
has been playing a leading part in

I British political life. A member of
the Influential Cecil family, nephew

H of Lord Salisbury, ho found the lower
H rungs of the ladder of statesmanship
H easy to climb. A brilliant career at
Hj Eaton and Cambridge prepared him for
H his life work. But Balfour quickly
H showed that he was not to be the con- -

H vontional aristocratic politician. He
H ' first compelled attention as a member
H of the "Fourth Party," a name given
H to four mea of whom Balfour, Ran- -

H dolph Churchill and Sir John Gorst
H were three. The writer has forgotten
Hf the name of the fourth and there was
H no reference books within reach, but
Bj he was a brilliant person in alliance
H in the House of Commons with the
B others, though he was later buried
BJj under an ambassadorship, or some- -

M thing decorative.
j Balfour and the brilliant Churchill

Bj made life exceedingly uncomfortable
Bj for the political leaders of both the
H great parties. Gladstone, then at the
M height of his ability and power, found

H these young human wasps particularly

irritating. And among the few occa-

sions, when Gladstone really lost his
temper in the House of Commons were
provoked by the fourth party. Later
Balfour joined the regular conserva-
tive forces and the leadership of his
uncle, Lord Salisbury, quickened his
progress to cabinet rank. But it will
always be a question whether his aris-

tocratic connection with the TcJecil fa-

mily wa'B a help or a handicap. For
his abilities would have made him one
of the great men of England in any
event am1 the undecorated name, "Mr.
Balfour, ' is more impressive when
cried by the announcer of a great
social affair, than any title of half a
dozen syllables.

When Lord Salisbury retired from
the head of the conservative party Bal-

four stepped into his shoes and was
eventually prime minister for a pro-
longed period. As secretary for Ire-

land, at a most troublesome time, he
had shown great ability. He is now
generally regarded as the most suc-

cessful secretary Ireland ever had. He
was firm but contrived to keep on
better terms with the Irish than any
other Scotchman or Englishman. Even
in the House,o Commons, in the most
acrimonious debates, the Nationalist
members have shown something ap-

proaching friendliness for Balfour.
His sensitive, sympathetic nature and
the intuition of an artist, for Balfour
is a literary man of distinction, make
it possible for him to understand the
wary Keltic nature, in a way seldom
equalled, if at all by an alien.

The truth is that Balfour has that
indefinable, but unmistakable quality
charm. He can not be strictly de-

scribed as an orator, but no English-bpeakin- g

statesman can make a bet-

ter speech. In the quick, rapier-lik- e

exchanges of the House of Commons,
no one is more successful. In his con-

trol of the House he is generally re-

garded to have recalled the feats of
masters like Disraeli, Pitt and Cham-

berlain.
Balfour is many-sided- . He was writ-

ten books on philosophy, "Philosophic
Doubt," has probably been the most
widely read. He is a talented mu-

sician and is recognized in artistic
circles as an accomplished connoisuer
of pictures and objects de virtue. Also,
he is interested in sport. Although, on
the shady side of seventy, he still
plays tennis and was one of the last
to enjoy a game with the late An-

thony Wilding, who died in the early
fighting in Flanders. But it is as a
golfer that Balfour is best known in
the world of sports. He plays quite
well and if the match with President
Woodrow Wilson, that the news dis-

patches mention, is arranged, it is to
be feared that this is one international
affair that America will lose.

Golf, as a matter of fact, at one time
almost cost Balfour the premiership
of England. The British public pre-
fer their statesmen to concentrate.
Versatility is regarded as displaying
frivolousness, Chamberlain was 're-
nowned throughout the British empire
as a hard-heade- d business man. Ho
never did anything so light and airy
as play golf or perpetrate pamphlets
on philosophy. The only amusement
that Chamberlain was known to in-

dulge in was smoking strong black
cigars. He, therefore, appeared likely
to be the choice of the sober-minde- d

British middle class who run the coun-
try. But Balfour's personal influence
among the members of the party, and
the fact "that in spite of his varied
interests, he was universally recog-
nized as a man of towering ability and
lofty character, won him the day.

Chamberlain has been accused of

His onemies can not
say anything too bad about him. Such

charges have never been made by any- -
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Liberty
2VEAV SHOW EVI3IIY THURSDAY
Another Big Soven-a- ct Show Dl-le- ct

From the California Hip-
podrome Circuit,

Featuring
FLORENCE MQDENA & GO.

and PEGGY ALSTON

The Show That Neier DtaniiiioIntH
No chango in prices 10 and 20c

Three shows daily, 2:45,
7:30 and 9:00

BINGHAM and GARFIELD

RAILWAY

The Scenic Lino to

BINGHAM
"AVliere Copper Is KIiib'

Trains leavo "Salt Lake Route"
"'Union Station every day at 7:46

a. m. and 3:00 p. m. .

For further information call
on any "Salt Lake Route" agent
or Bingham & Garfield Hallway
agent, or

II. W. STOUTENDOROUGII,

Asst. General Passenger Agent,
C10 Mclntyro Building

Phonos "Wasatch 4120 and 4121
Salt Lako City, Utah.

Bingham & Garfield passenger
train approaching Bingham, sta- - '
tion. Utah Copper Company's
mammoth mino n the baclc--'

ground.

Invites the presence of yourself and friends
to join with us in celebrating

Our 4tH Anniversay
On Broadway

Saturday, May 5th 1917
COMMENCING AT 9 A. M.

SCHETTLER'S ORCHESTRA

Will render an especially prepared program
from 12 noon to 10 p. m.

Every department of the store will offer exceptional special
values. Our greater value-givin- g will be evident at every
turn. WELCOME to our Birthday Party and enjoy this
most generous feast of values.
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