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The War Prison Camp at Fort Douglas II
By FRED BAGBY H

American method of treating prisoners of war is in strikingCHE to that of her arch enemy, Germany. The one system
is humanitarian, the other barbaric. A peep and that is all the out-

sider gets through the barbed wire stockade around the prison bar-

racks at Fort Douglas is proof conclusive that in caring for her pris-

oners of war, America has no malice in her heart but on the contrary
is actuated by the deepest instincts of humanity.

The German prisoners of war, numbering 331 officers and privates
all told, that are now interned at Fort Douglas are recognized as hu-

man beings and afforded the most decent consideration and accom-
modations. Most of these men comprise the crew of the German
raider, the Cormoran, which was sunk in the harbor of Arpa, Guam,
by her commanding officer when war was declared. Every courtesy
and consideration, consonant with the practical administration of war
prisons in time of open hostilities, is extended to the prisoners, and
full notice is accorded their respective ranks and titles. A more com-

modious, sanitary and admirably situated prison camp is not to be
' found anywhere, and the interned men seem to be enjoying the best

of health and are apparently contented with their lot, despite the en-

forced deprivation of freedom.
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FORT DOUGLAS SALT SHOWING CAMP AND CANTONMENTS I
The cleanliness and comforts of the

Fort Douglas prison, and the resultant
healthy and happy condition of the
prisoners, furnishes remarkable con-

trast to the customary filth, disease
and suffering which characterize the
German camps. There, according to
authentic reports, thousands of pris-

oners are herded like swine into
cramped quarters. Unclothed, under-
fed and sometimes grossly maltreated,
they are left to survive or perish, as
the case may he, in their unequal bat-

tle against typhus and the other dead-

ly maladies that breed in filth and
starvation. In such prison" fighting
vermin, filth and disease the unfor-
tunate prisoners taken by the Ger-

mans are forced to fight for miser-
able existence as best they are able.

But such barbaric conditions are
happily reversed at Fort Douglas.
Uncle Sam. furnishes sunshine and
air, pure water in unlimited quanti-
ties, wholesome food and every other
comfort and convenience comportable
with discipline to his involuntary
guests at the Third Prison Barracks.
Nowhere in all the country could

ley. The unusual request had to be
denied, of course, but the captain in-

sists that he is going to take the trip
some day.

Strange, too, the prisoners are
at one of the great military

posts of the and it is given them
to see each day the constant drilling
of thousands of soldiers who are being
prepared for service against the Ger-

mans in the trenches of Europe. Just
to the north of the prison barracks
large cantonment has been construct-
ed by the government to house the
members of the new regiments now
being at the post, and an ob-

structed view of their activities is af-

forded the interned men.

But in the midst of all this prepra-tio- n

for war against their fatherland,
the Germans appear to have little
concern for anything save the im-

provement of their own immediate
state of affairs. They seem to be
fairly contented with their lot and
down deep in their hearts they un-

doubtedly consider themselves for-

tunate that they are safely under the
protection of kindly yovernment,

more admirable location be found for
an ideal prison camp. Situated at the
foot of the snow-cappe- d Wasatch
range, affording the unparalleled de-

lights of this wonderful climate to-

gether with one of the most remark-
able panoramas of mountains, valley
and inland sea that ever appealed to
the eye, the prisoners are af-

forded mental diversion and inspira-
tion as well as physical comforts.

The prison camp is located just un-

der the brow of the main parade
grounds at the brigade and the
view this spot is limited only
by the range of human vision. In
fact, so impressed was the covert cap-

tain of the Cormoran crew with the
wonderful sight he beheld, that he re-

quested the prisoni commandant to al-

low him to purchase an automobile
and hire special guard to accom-

pany him on drive through the val- -
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and far away from the seat of war
where death and disease lurk at
every angle of the conflict.

In the administration of affairs at
the Third Prison Camp, Col. Arthur
Williams, U. S. A., retired, who is in
charge of the camp, has adopted the
honor and merit system. The prison
itself is veritable German com-

munity, the administration of which
is conducted by the German officers,
acting under the supervision of Col.
Williams and his staff. The plan is
giving eminent satisfaction to all con-

cerned and is very popular with the
interned men.

At tho outset, Col. Williams posted
instructions in the camp that the of-

ficers of the interned crew should di-

rect the details of life, which
duty involves the appointment and
supervision of the various details for
sanitation, policing, cooking, washing
and the other work that is required.
Every personal privilege consistent
with prison discipline was extended,
and these privileges are regulated to

largo extent by the behavior of
the prisoners. Violation of any of the

prison rules is punished by depriva- - fultion of privileges and good conduct Nlis rewarded by the granting of addi- -

tional privileges. This system has 'JH
more than equalled tho expectations nlof the prison commandant to date, 'r
and so far there has been no occasion itH
to punish single prisoner for any llinfraction of tho rules. ffl H

As provided by the Hague treaty, I H
the rank and grade of tho war prls- - H
oners are given full recognition and I H
the men are housed and fed accord- - 11ingly. The officers and civilian pris- - 11oners of title are afforded separate i H
barracks and have their private mess 1
cooks and attendants, selected from '

the personnel of the plain privates in H
the ranks. The warrant or petty off - llcers of the Cormoran also have their I H
quarters and mess, separate and apart E H
from the common seamen of the crew. a'lIt has been demonstrated at (Fort m H

'

..i,?;.. . -

lli, i ii I. i hi 1

FROM PRISON (.LEFT)

a

a

a

'

west

a

a

post
from

a
a

a

camp

a

a

I

s

Douglas that the best way to main-- H
tain discipline in a prison camp is to H
keep the inmates regularly occupied, I iH
and to this end there is a daily routine I jH
of work to be observed. The leisure 1 IH
hours are occupied' with reading, illgames and other diversions wnich III
serve to pass the time agreeably and ffl
to guard against moroseness and ill f

temper. There is reveille call every f H
morning, just as at the military post, H
at the sound of which all prisoners H
roll out of their bunks and assemble H
for muster. The roll is called by a IIGerman officer and checked by an of- - " H
ficer of tho prison guard, to deter-- I H
mine that all are present or account- - H
ed for. Then there is a sick call, and H
if any prisoners are 111 they are im-- H
mediately taken in charge by the H
prison company physician. Thus far H
there has not been a case of illness I H
of any consequence in tho camp. In IJ
the evening there is another muster I I
of roll call, just before the men are 1 I
sent to their barracks for the night. I I I

Thus are two complete checks made I jfl
each day to account for each and H

(Continued on Pago 28.) 'H
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