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H fico of profit or trust thoroundor should, without
H tho consent of congress, receive any present, em- -

H olument, office or title of any kind from any for--

H eign potentate or state. The plain object of this
H provision was to preclude any possibility of the
H establishment of class distinction within the re- -

H public. It constitutes one of tho most effective
H safe-guard- s of democracy and has been jealously
H observed for over a century. To permit an ex- -

B ception no matter how well deserved the decor- -

B ation would but servo to establish a dangerous
H precedent. It would strike at tho very heart of our
H- - social system and in the end invite untold dissen- -

B tion and disaster, perhaps, into tho body politic.

B It is all very well for the Belgian government
B to desire to decorate Mr. Whitlock. Ho has per- -

B formed a splendid mission to the unhappy people
B of that country and Americans are justly proud
B of his achievements. But it would seem that some
B suitable manner of showing appreciation could bo
B found without requiring this country to violate a
B time-honore- d custom. Moreover", Mr. Whitlock
fl ought not to expect it. Tho rule in America is
B that those of its citizens who deserve recognition,

H find the rarest honor of all in the enduring love

1 and esteem held in the hearts of their fellow coun- -

B trymen. That was the decoration given by a

H grateful people to Washington, Lincoln and all the
m other great souls comprising the matchless galaxy

H of America's immortals, and it is a sad comment- -

H ary upon the modern generation that it should for
a moment consider the proposal to decorate Amer- -

H leans, no matter how remarkable their achieve- -

H ments.

H The Battle of Bull Run
was fifty-si-x years ago today that the firstXTbattle of Bull Run was fought. As battles

H are reckoned today, this was only a skirmish and
H yet it was the first important conflict of the Re- -

H bellion and left a profound impression on both
B the North and the South. We recall the event for
H the reason that the American people today are

pretty much in the same frame of mind that the
H loyal supporters of the Union were when the hast- -

H ily mobilized Army of the Potomac first crossed
B swords with the Army of Virginia. The Northern- -

H ers up until the disastrous reverse of July 21,

H 1861, were entirely too sanguine of success and
H chose to consider the engagement as a bit of a
Bj frolic. They were so conceited in their own im- -

H aginary prowess, in fact, that it would not have
H surprised them a particle had the Confederates
H been confounded at the first approach of the
H Union forces and laid down their arms in complete
H surrender.

fl When the news came to Washington that the
B battle was impending, hundreds of men and wo- -

B men of the official and society circles hastily ob- -

B tained permits to follow the army and witness
Bi the anticipated victory. They hurried to the front
B in carriages, on horseback and in every other form
B of conveyance obtainable. For a Avhile everything
B went well and the battle waged in favor of the
B army in blue. But Stonewall Jackson was there
B and his stubborn defense withstood the repeated
B onslaughts of the Northern army. McDowell had

Hn almost attained victory when the dashing South- -

1 erners shattered his lines and completely demoral- -

HL ' ized his forces. At sunset the Army of the Poto- -

M mac was in full retreat towards Washington, and
H, the retreat resolved itself into a disgraceful riot
mi as soldiers and civilians threw aside all unneces- -

m S sary impedimenta and fought with each other for
H'f j passage way across the long bridge that stood be- -

H tween them and safety from the pursuing army.
H i Thus ended what promised in the morning to be a
H i perfect day.

jrl, But this defeat, ignoble as it was, had its ad- -

B vantages. The North awoke the next morning to
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a full realization of tho difficult task that con-

fronted it if tho Union Avas to bo preserved, and
from that day on tho war was prosecuted with a
determination that stopped at no sacrifice of blood
or treasure. And just as the loyal Americans of
tho Rebellion failed to learn their lesson until they
suffered a distinct reverse, so Ave wonder whether
history will repeat itself and the Americans of
today be obliged to encounter a severe setback on
land or seiwmefore they will really enter into tho
world war iir earnest.

This is not intended as a reflection upon tho
splendid spirit that the nation as a whole has

shown in many respects, but the fact remains that
America is still inclined to deal all too lightly with
the grave situation now confronting it and its
spirit has not yet risen to tho point where it will
willingly make the supreme sacrifice in order that
war may be waged in deadly earnest and to a
swift and satisfactory conclusion. For the sake
of the brave boys at the front, let us hope that it
will not become necessary for us to suffer a repeti-
tion of the disaster at Bull Run that we may seo
the light and prepare ourselves in earnest for our
part in the struggle.

The German Crisis
man knows what tho presont upheaval inDOthe German empire will bring forth. Tho

fall of Bothmann-Hollwe- g looks like a substantial
defeat for the kaiser and his war lords, and a vic-
tory for the Socialists and the constantly increas- - .1

ing peace element. Tho situation has I
possibilities and yet, in the absence of more dofi- - I
nite information, one can only guess as to tho 1

trend of affairs at the Prussian capital. Although
Wilholm seems to be still hanging to tho wheel,
his boat is rocking badly and ho is in grave dan- -

ger of being swamped in a sea of internal perplex-
ities. Certainly ho must realize by now that heavy
hangs tho head that wears a crown.

Tho only bright spot on tho horizon is tho suc-

cessful campaign that his are waging.
Aside from this the clouds hang heavy and tho
future holds nothing for him but tho darkest fore-
bodings. The enemy's lines along the west front
have stiffened and America is preparing to make
her presence felt. Russia has taken a new lease
on life and is causing the kaiser no end of trouble
in his back yard. His chief ally, Austria, is rapid-
ly losing faith in the cause and is waging war in
half-hearte- d fashion. The weather has not been
conducive to good crop-growin- conditions, and
the empire is facing a serious food shortage. And
now, on top of all these troubles comes internal
dissention among the people of tho empire and
the overthrow of the chancellor.

It would seem that the German people have be-

gun to lose faith in the close corporation com-

posed of God and the kaiser, and have decided to
take a hand themselves in the regulation of their
own affairs. Else why would they insist upon a
statement by the government of the object for
continuing the war and the terms upon which
peace will be considered? Moreover, the asserted
policy of no annexations and no indemnities,
which seems to have found favor with a ma-

jority of the representatives in the Reichstag, is a
far cry from the arrogant claims indulged in by
the war lords during the early part of the war.
And if the government is forced to admit that it
is no longer fighting for the extension of German
kultur, but purely in self defense, then the weak-
ness of its position will soon become apparent to
the people themselves and the bottom is liable to
fall out of the campaign over night.

It is beginning to look as though the rank and
file of the population are rapidly becoming im-

pressed with the futility of tho fight they have
been forced to wage, and as this conviction grows
it will materially impair the moral spirit and mili-
tary strength of the empire. Affairs have reached
such a state in Germany that no one knows what
the morrow will bring forth, and the only sure
thing is that the days of the war lords are num-

bered. ,

The Problem of Food Control
y'HE proposal of President Wilson to congress
V-- X that tho executive be given absolute control
over the food situation in the country, even to the
extent of fixing a minimum and maximum scale of
prices, if found necessary, is meeting with con-

siderable opposition on the part of certain senators
who assert that such legislation will by its very
nature involve the repeal of the economic law of
supply and demand. These men, while perfectly
willing to invest the president and his agents with
every power within reason, are nevertheless fear-

ful of tho consequences in tho event that an at-

tempt should be made to fix prices In this country.
Tho debate over the measure has brought out
much food for thought.

We are reminded that Great Britain undertook
to fix the price of dairy products; tho price did
not suit the dairymen and they butchered their
miik cows. An order was issued 'instituting a
three-cours- o dinner throughout tho kingdom, with

THE ROAD TO FRANCE

By Daniel M. Henderson.

VHANK God our liberating lance
KJy Goes flaming on the way to France!
To France the trail the Gurkhas found!
To France old England's rallying ground!
To France the path the Russians strode!
To France the Anzac's glory road!
To France where our Lost Legion ran
To fight and die for God and man!
To France with every race and breed
That hates Oppression's brutal creed!

Ah, France how could our hearts forget
The path by which came Lafayette?
How could the haze of doubt hang low
Upon the road of Rochambeau?
How was it that we missed the way
Brave Joffre leads us along today?
At last, thank God! At last we see
There is no tribal Liberty!
No beacon lighting just our shores!
No freedom guarding but our doors!
The flame she kindled for our sires
Burns now in Europe's battle fires!
The soul that led our fathers west
Turns back to free the world's oppressed!

Allies, you have not called In vain!
We share your conflict and your pain!
Old Glory, through new stains and rents
Partakes of Freedom's sacraments!
Into that hell his will creates
We drive the foe; his lusts, his hates!
Last come, we will be last to stay
Till Right has had her crowning day!
Replenish, comrades, from our veins
The blood the sword of despot drains
And make our eager sacrifice
Part of the freely rendered price
You pay to lift humanity
You pay to make our brothers free!
See with what proud hearts we advance

To France!

This is the poem that won the $250 prize
given by the National Arts Club.


