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stag was the depreciation o the effect of Ameri-
ca's entrance into the Avar. Ho reminded his hear-
ers, of course, that Germany was now waging the
war purely in self defense, and while this is a
far cry from the arrogant claim of the imperial
government a few years ago, still tho chancellor
certainly cannot take credit for its origin.

And so a careful survey of Dr. Michaelis' first
utterance leaves little upon which to judge his
character or calibre or the reason for his eleva-
tion to the highest office in the empire. It may
be, that because he is less arrogant that his pred-

ecessor, and not so personally objectionable to
the people, he will be able to speak for the
kaiser and the war lords in a more satisfactory
manner. This for the reason that the opinion still
holds that the most he can aspire to is to bo a
pleasing mouthpiece for the dictators of tho em-

pire. There is a possibility, however, that ho may
prove to be of some service in the matter of rais-

ing the much needed revenues, for he is said to
be a financial genius of the first order. The sinews
of war are now of first concern in Germany and
if tho chancellor is able to do the double role of

g the people while he hides tho mili-
tary chiefs behind his skirts, he may yet prove his
right to wear the robes. The perplexing situation
affords him abundant opportunity to distinguish
himself.

Time To Wake Up
Governor Bamberger and his associates onXF the state road commission will take the

trouble to read between the lines of the resolu-
tions adopted at the good roads convention last
week, they will find much food for thought. As
matters stand, the state administration is in
more or less disrepute in the rural districts be-

cause of its road-buildin- g program or rather, the
abandonment of the road-buildin- g program. War
or no war, the cow counties want passable roads
and they are not feeling any too kindly over the
treatment they have received to date.

Much time and attention was given to good

roads legislation in the last session of the legis-

lature and after its adjournment the claim was
made that this state administration was now pre-

pared to do more for the permanent improvement
of the roads than all previous administrations
combined. Why not? Hadn't they reorganized
the road commission, substituting elective state
officials for engineers? And did they not repeal
the law providing for a paltry annual appropria-
tion to the several counties of $10S,000, and pro-

vide in its stead for a road bond issue of
They were surely dealing with big fig-

ures on paper some five months back, but so

far the poor devils out in the sagebrush haven't
been able to realize five cents on the dollar on

the promises that were written into tho 1017

statutes. The cow county contingent are still
using the sheep trails for highways and, accord-
ing to certain members of the state road commis-
sion, they "ought to thank the Lord for that."

We understand that a group of representative
business men are leaving the city today to visit
the Uintah Basin in the interest of a proposed
railroad. Perhaps they will be able to put it over
this time and if they do it will be a blessing. But
unless they are dead sure of their ground, ihhy
had better be careful what they promise the na
tives over there. The inhabitants on the reser-

vation have been fooled so often by railroad pro

moters that they have grown a bit chary. Of
course, nothing would please them more than to

' see a real honest-to-goodnes- s railroad laid down
before their eyes in the basin, but they would be
very well satisfied for some time to come if they
just had decent highways. And so we venture
the assertion that if, instead of promising the
natives a railroad, the Salt Lake delegation could
honestly assuro them that the state road com- -

mission is awako to the situation and will build
a permanent roadway from the railroad into tho
reservation, their words would fall on more will-

ing ears and a rousing welcome would be assured.

It is said that they are to carry a message of
good cheer and kindly interest from the governor
to the citizens of the basin. The probabilities are
that the return message will be more to tho point.

Presidential Perplexities
yIIEREVER one's sympathies may rest in the

vl Goethals-Denma- n controversy, it must bo
admitted that President Wilson settled the row
without showing a particle of fear or favor to
anyone concerned. We acknowledge feeling par-

tial to General Goethals and regret the circum-
stances by which ho was shorn of the opportunity
to go ahead and build the emergency fleet in his
own way; but after all, the welfare of the coun-
try is paramount to the whims of any Individual
or group of individuals, and the President de-

serves full commendation for cleaning the slate
and turning the control of the merchant marine
over to unprejudiced executives.

This summary action ought to sound a note
of warning to certain cabinet members and heads
of departments whose acts of omission and com-

mission have been of far greater consequence

than those of either Goethals or Denman. If one
reads the signs aright, the official heads of some
of these fine fellows, who persist in obstructing
the administration by g their official
prerogatives and the attendant red tape,, are
likely to fall in the basket when the President be-

gins to swing his axe in earnest. The moral ef
feet of what has already happened is immeasur-
able, and the public will stand solidly behind tho
executive when he undertakes to sweep the in-

competents and the trouble-maker- s out of office.
Being a war president of these United States

is just about the biggest job imaginable. Presi-
dent Wilson has assumed tho responsibility in
dead earnest and is entitled to the unflinching
support of his subordinates. In making his tre-

mendous decisions he is compelled to act almost
entirely upon the information supplied by those
under him and it is imperative that he be af-

forded tho very best advice obtainable. Hence
it follows that unless he is surrounded by re-

liable lieutenants the whole organization of the
administration will be impaired. His is indeed a
most perplexing position, and it will take con-

siderable firmness and finesse to iron out tho
wrinkles in the administration, as at present con-

stituted.
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Uprising Of The Farmers 911
would not bo at all surprising to seo the liHXTfarmers of the country organize along pol- - ',j

itical lines and present a solid front in tho next JM
campaign. North Dakota has already pointed out ' WR
tho way and tho farmers of that stato have JlH
taken rapid strides in that direction. They j IH
elected a governor last fall by a plurality of G7,000 i 'WR
votes in a total of 110,000 votes cast. Recently i 1H
they elected a congressman on tho same issue ' H
and ho goes to the national capital to ropresont ' M
tho interests of the farmers and nothing olse.

' jl
This success has been due to the fact that tho IfM

rural citizens cut loose from tho old political ' hIH
parties and effected an organization of their own j' WM
called tho Farmers' n League. It has ' ' iH
a corps of organizers that cover the stato in H
seven hundred Fords and keep tho league in first
class fighting shape. Tho league is in favor of H
state-owne- grain elevators, and the exemption H
of improvements from taxation. It also advocates tH
that slaughter houses and railroad terminals be 11
operated by the state. On this platform tho farm- - 91
ors havo not only been successful in electing a 11
governor and congressman but have captured all 11
the other state offices as well. Their activities
have completely demoralized the old lino parties 11
and the new organization promises to control af- - H
fairs within the stato for a long time to como. jH

A political revolution of some sort or other has 11
long been expected in the country but it was jH
thought that such a movement would most likely M
spring from another source. Labor has been M
threatening to do this very thing for a number
of years, but the farmers have the jump on them tM
now and it will be interesting to watch develop- - . H
ments. The daily press, the rural free delivery, rM
the telephone and tho automobile have have ac- -

complished wonders in the rural regions and tho J 11
farmer is beginning to "feel his oats." He will 'a jH
bear watching, for once he is able to perfect his H
organization it will be an easy matter for him H
to dictate the political policies of the nation. 1H

Bryan To Have Competition H
yHE announcement that William 1H

H. Taft is to enter the chautauqua circuit H
this summer is causing no end of comment IH
among the exchanges. Mr. Bryan has so long H
held a monopoly in this field that it is quite nat- - tH
ural his friends should view with alarm the pros- - iH
pects of such formidable competition as Mr. Taft H
will be likely to furnish. And so, instead of ex- - H
tending to the the hand of profes- - H
sional fellowship and welcoming him into Hie H
order, the Commoner and his cohorts are dls- - . H
posed to raise the question of propriety end re- - H
hash all of the old criticisms that were offered H
when the latter was Secretary of State. IH

One Democratic contemporary wants to know H
"if the Republican newspapers see any demagog- - H
ery or g in Mr. Taft's conduct, and if
Mr. Roosevelt will lampoon him as being a rival H
attraction to the calf, as ho did Mr. fl
Bryan." Certainly no one will presume to answer H
as to what view Col. Roosevelt will take of tho H
matter, but so far as tho general public is con- - H
cerned the probabilities are that there will bo H
no criticism of Mr. Taft's new venture. It should H
he recalled that the former president is a poor

man; ho has not been blessed with the acquisitive H
faculty that characterizes the Commoner, and has H
usually experienced considerable difficulty in fl
making both ends meet. But whether his object II
is to make money or to just make a living, he is ffl
not at present holding a high position of honor VM

and trust in tho government nor will be tour the ll
circuit on tho people's time. That ought to make jfl
some difference. '

fl
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WAR SONG

the drum sounding come
HEAR the bees of battle hum!
Hear the fife call to strife,
Shrilly as a scolding wife!
Hear the blast of the fast
Motor-batter- y pounding past!
See the flag! Do not lag,
Keep it safe on Freedom's crag.

Oh, the stars and the bars,
Crimson as a hero's bears!
Oh, the white, pure and bright
As a cloudless morning's light!
We will bleed that our seed
With Its stars the world may lead.
We will die that on high
It may fly in the sky!

The Color Sergeant in Town Topics.


