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make inquiries in connection with the
high cost of living," said an old Utahn
to the Town Crier. "Conservation of
the food production of the state is one
thing, paring down prices is another,
and the thing which the food com-

missioner of Utah will have to con-

tend with is the combine that exists
and demands a profit in the handling
of foodstuffs between the producer
and the consumer," continued the old
Utahn.

"The farmers of the state have re-

sponded wonderfully to the plea to aid
in feeding the world, but they want a
guaranty on what they produce in so
far as prices are concerned, and this
is one of the problems that Food Com-

missioner Armstrong must work out.

"On the other hand, the consumer
will ask why the prices are kept to
the maximum when the producer is
held to the minimum. Are there not
too many middle fellows who want a
profit, and why should these com-

bines of middle fellows be permitted?
This is another problem that the
Food Commissioner must solve.

"As an illustration, I visited the
municipal market this week to pur-

chase some raspberries to can. At
the first booth I was informed that the
berries were worth $1.50 per case. Be
lieving this price too high, I visited
several other booths and in fifteen
minutes returned to the first one and
said I would take the case. In that
short time the price was advanced
to $2 per case and when I demanded
the reason I was told that a telephone
message fiom headquarters up town
had fixed the advance.

"In another booth were tomatoes
marked 10 cents per pound, and while
the dealer was weighing my purchase
of the vegetable, he was called to the
phone. When he returned to me he
said: 'Tomatoes are now 15 cents per
pound; headquarters fixes the price.'
And so it went with many other pro-

ducts. Canners pay $10 per ton for
tomatoes; individual consumers $300.

Apricots are sold to the canners for
$35 per ton; the individual pays $100.

The sugar beet grower receives $G per
ton for his beets; the consumer pays
at the rate of $22.50 per ton for the
sugar made from this ton of tubers.
Why? Food Commissioner Armstrong
may be able to solve it.

"We are patriotic at our house. My
wife practices patriotism in the kitch- -

en. We eat lots of corn bread to aid
in the conservation of Hour and
wheat, but we have to have fruits and
vegetables. Why must we pay fcuch

enormous prices for the latter when
the producer receives so little? Food

Commissioner Armstrong's job is no
sinecure.

"Let me add that the daily press
is constantly preaching conservation
Why don't they practice what they
preaph by doing away with the abor-

tions called comic supplements with
which their Sunday issues are encum-
bered? This would conserve the
white paper and might reduce tho
price But will they?"

HE Town Crier and a friend
V. were looking in the show win-

dows of a piominent shoe emporium
on Main street yesterday and com-

menting on the prices attached to the
various pieces of foot wear shown.
One pair of shoes marked $12. For
a woman? Of course. This caught
the eye of the friend and his com-

ments were too vigorous to be permis-

sible in polite society. Over in a cor-

ner of the window was a small pair
of boots and they had copper toes.
When the Town Crier spied them and
called the attention of his friend, tne
latter went into ecstacies. "Great,
ain't they?" said the friend. "Re-

member when you and I wore them
away back in civil war times? But
why are they so high now? Look at
those figures. Why, that is almost
one hundred per cent more than we
paid in the days of the war.

"Why so, I ask? Leather was high
in those days, about what it is
now. And copper? Well, of course
copper is high in fact, both producer
and purchaser admit this as it is
around 29 cents, but when you and I
bought our first pair of coppper-toe- d

boots, or rather when Dad did for us
kids, the red metal was selling for 55
cents per pond, the highest price ever
paid for copper in the history of the
country. That was in July, 1864. Now,
I don't understand why we 'should pay
so much more for copper-toe- d boots
now than we did then. Of course you
can't answer. Neither can the other
fellow. Maybe it is a fad, this high
cost."

gPEAKING of shoes," said a
xft prominent citizen the other

day, "did you notice on Main street
that the front of a shoe establishment
is plastered over with an announce-
ment of a 'Great Bankrupt Sale of
Shoes,' and that next to this place is
another shoe establishment, with neat
little placards suspended all around,
saying 'This Is A Real Shoe Sale'?
Also, did you note who was doing the
business?

"Well, this recalls a story of three
merchants in an eastern city who
were engaged in the same kind oi
business and who were established in
buildings adjoining each other. One
morning as two of them came down
they were astonished to see emblaz-
oned in the front of the third mer-

chant's place a big sign: 'Bankrupt
Sale, Come In.' The next morning when

the third man came down town he
found staring him in the face a pla-
card on the second store saying 'Sell-
ing Out At Cost, Come In.' Of course,
with a bankrupt sale on one side and
a selling out at cost sale on the other,
he did little business that day, but he
did a powerful lot of thinking. On the
morning of the third day his two
friends were astounded at a placard
spread across the front of the third
store in letters six feet long, a sign
reading: 'Main Entrance, Come In'."
And they did. Legitimate advertising
always pays."

gf PEAKING of the var, Clarence
y Bamberger recently received a

letter from a friend in London com-

menting on the reception of the Amer-

ican troops in that city. The commu-

nication goes on to say how critical
the Britishers were in a good d

manner, of course concerning
every little detail of our soldiers' hab-

its and appearance. They were the
object of much comment and banter
wherever they went their pants were
too baggy in the seat, their coat-tail- s

had too much of a flare, and they were
way behind the style by wearing
their cartridge be!t3 around their
waist3 instead of sash-lik- e acro3S one
shoulder, like the Tommies wear
theirs.

While these petty criticisms were
intended only to provoke a bit of
harmless fun, it appears that a certain
group of cockneys carried the fun a

little too far and aroused the ire of an H
American with a foghorn voice who H
happened to bo standing along the H
line of march. He listened to their H
irresponsible chatter until he could H
contain himself no longer, and then H
bellowed out: "Oh, hell, what do you H
fellows think our soldiers came over H
here for to attend a fashion show or H
to fight." M

& M

HE Utah boy3 ceem to havp H
s made a favorable impression at H

the officers' reserve training camp on H
the coast, judging by the number of H
commissions that were gained. No- - H
table among these is the case of W. H
H. ("Cap.") Gregory. For a time he H
served in the Utah Guard, hut some- - H
how or other he incurred the ll H
of his superiors and he finally had to H
get out of the organization to preserve H
his t. The inference, of jH
course, was allowed to prevail that

,

Gregory was insubordinate and not 1

much of a soldier at best. Yet this is H
the same fellow that just recently H
gained a major's commission. Also, jH
the officer who succeeded to Gregory'3 H
former command in the Guard is re- - H
ported to have fallen off his horse dur- - H
ing maneuvers down on the Mexican H
border. Funny, isn't it? H

"I am glad I am not president," said H
Senator Stone. It is his first patri- - H
otic speech in a long time. San Fran- - H
cisco Chronicle. lM
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