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CELEBRATED American of letters
once remarked that "the test of civili- -BV zation is the estimate of woman." He
was tlimkmg of America, of course,

I fM&zW and of the wonderful race of womeniJ that would spring from her soil. In
ligBgS&lm&r liis mjns eye he saw that some day

America was to become supreme, by virtue of the splendid attain
ments of her womanhood. This was no idle fancy. Other Americans
shared his ideals. The civilization that they have reared is of a singu-

lar social order, in which the "estimate of woman" is clearly reflected
in all its liberal customs and institutions. The souls of American
women are soaring today in spheres that seem strange to the women
of every other nation. Their aspirations and achievements have been
one of the most inspiring movements of all ages, and through it all

they have continued to command a wholesome respect in the opinions
and sentiments of men.

America's estimate of woman recently found expression on the
battlefield in France. One of the boys in khaki was court martialed and
shot for conduct unbecoming a soldier of the Great Republic. The
thought that a woman of France was subjected to indignities and
abuse by a man wearing the American uniform is not a pleasant con
templation. It was an unhappy incident. Soldiers in strange lands are
sometimes careless of their obligations of honor and common decency,
and the rule is to be generous in judging their acts. But Americans
have a high regard for women the world over and unlike several of
the other nations at war, when women are assailed, they cannot recon
cile themselves to the deed on any pretext whatsoever. Our ideals in
this respect were enunciated in stern and unmistakable language
when our soldiers first set foot on foreign soil, and General Pershing

I has made his word good. He has vindicated an American ideal, and
his splendid conduct in this matter will go far towards reassuring the
French people that their faith in the honor of our men in uniform has
not been misplaced.
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SANTA CLAUS IS COMING.

ttN company with hundreds of thousands of happy-hearte- d chil-- J

dren throughout the land we rejoice to learn that the embargo

will not be effective against consignments for the Holiday trade.
These are mighty troublesome days for the railroads but orders have

been issued to clear the track for the merry old man whose annual
visits at Yule-tid- e are the delight of the youngsters and arouse in the

hearts of the grown-up- s memories of the long ago. Whether the

railroad chieftains are to thank, or the Priority Board, matters little ;

the point is that great hearts somewhere have given a thought to the

little ones and decreed that even grim War itself shall not disappoint

their hopes or darken their Christmas Day.
And We are to experience a genuine Yankee Christmas, we are as-

sured. There was a time when most of the toys were "made in Ger-

many," but German dolls and toys are "verboten" this year. In their
stead will be the Liberty toys, made by nimble, patriotic American

hands the "Sammy Dolls," "Red Cross Dolls," "Pershing Soldiers,"

"Hoover Toys," and all the various classes and kinds that go to make

up the new regime in toyland. Santa Clause is patronizing home in-

dustry this season and is promising many pleasant surprises for the
American people, big and little.

All of which is as it should be. Force of circumstances will com-

pel most of us to resort to new ways and means of observing the holi-

days. Many will be obliged to forego the extravagant customs and

wanton waste of recent years. Gifts this year will be of a simpler and

more substantial order. There will not be a noticeable tightening of

the purse strings, but the shoppers will of necessity be more circum- - H
spcct in their purchases. Also, the true spirit of giving will become 'H
more manifest; the holiday courtesies more genuine. It will, to all H
intents and purposes, be a stirring revival of the ed Christ- - H
mas of a generation or two ago, and this experience in itself will work H
wonders with the American people. Why not then, in company with PJ
the kiddies, allow our hopes to be high and our hearts happy in antici- - mW
pation of the approaching holiday season." wM
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READING THE SIGNS. H
the latest issue of THE COMMONER Mr. Bryan gives an in- - MINteresting resume of the results of the recent election ; interest-- H

ing in that it suggests everything and says nothing. Mr. Bryan takes H
particular notice of the growth of the socialist vote throughout the H
country and seems to think that "their gain was sufficient to give H
them substantial encouragement." Whether this gain in numbers was
due to an increased acceptance of the socialistic principles or simply H
expressed the sentiment of tthe anti-w- ar element, he does not venture
a guess. Reading between the lines, however, one seems to see an in--

m
H

timation that the war is not as popular as some people wouldrhave us H
believe. M

Summing up the situation, Mr. Bryan takes occasion to make this M
rather startling statement: "As between the Democrats and Repub- - M
licans, the latter have more reason than the former to rejoice." That jfl
is going some for the old wheel horse of Democracy, but he immedi- - M
ately qualifies this remark by saying that it is customary for the pro- - M
verbial against-the-governme- nt sentiment to prevail in off-ye-ar elec- - M
tions. Then to make himself doubly secure against the charge of say- -

ing anything substantial, he ventures the opinion that "we shall have H
to wait until the congressional election of 1918 to gain any definite M

idea of the drift of political sentiment insofar as it is likely to affect M

the national campaign of 1920." H
In view of what Mr. Bryan suggests but does not say outright, H

one wonders whether he is really in accord with the President's pro- - . H
gram. In times past he hasnot hesitated to color election results, but H
this is the first instance of his attempt to becloud them. Political H
prognostication has ever been his long suit. Is it possible that he, H
too, has lived to see the day when no man knoweth what themorrow H
bringeth forth? H

H
A BIT INCONSISTENT. I

yJHE government's housewives' economy campaign seems to have H
y struck a snag in the South. It is reported that any number of H

Southern women have openly refused to sign Mr. Hoover's food- - H
pledge cards unless the German prisoners of war in the intern camps H
are put on a plainer diet. The incident has given rise to all sorts of lH
rumors, of course, but the fact has been fairly well established that lH
the prisoners are living in comparative luxury while hundreds of thou- - H
sands of Southerners are scratching from sunrise to sunset to keep H
body and soul together. I

The open-hearte- d hospitality of the South has so long been celer ill
brated in song and story as to become one of America's finest tradi- - fl
tions. Hence, when this time-honor- ed spirit of generosity is strained I
to the breaking point, it is high time to take stock of the situation. I
The gracious Southern women are quite willing to do their bit for the
cause. They did it before, even to the extent of emptying the larder
for their soldiers and living on a scanty diet of plain food themselves. jfl
But they want consideration in return. They see no reason why they fl
should scrape and save, so long as their German guests are living on W

lamb chops, fried chicken and poached eggs. The situation is said to I


