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President's message is most inter- -v j

C MpHlHk csting to peruse. His resume of the
J VHSf reasons for our entering the war

fJfBr leaves nothing to be disputed. His
P' ' wBy declaration of what America now
(WSHSJflfJBmw hopes to achieve what peace will

promise to the world when the war is

over is truly inspiring; but just how all this is to be accomplished he
does not attempt to say. His discussion of ways and means for wag-
ing the war, or rather his failure to discuss this most essential matter,
still leaves the pressing question open to speculation. That we will
win the war, the President does not entertain the slightest doubt ; but
so far 'as the adoption of essential financial and military measures is
concerned, he dismisses the problem without going into detail. These
measures, he assures us, "will suggest themselves as the war and its
undertakings develop." The thought suggests itself that, in this re-

spect at least, he is still cautiously feeling his way and has not as yet
determined upon any fixed plan of action.

But while President Wilson leav&s much unsaid respecting our
preparations for carrying the war to a successful conclusion, his free
and open discussion of our international affairs und aims leaves little
to be desired. His straightforward declaration of our intentions
abroad will permit of no further parleying. He has made our position
plain and there need no longer be any mistaking our attitude. We
are in the war to right certain self-evide- nt wrongs. We propose to
free the pathways upon the seas to all nations. We propose to de-

stroyI the menace of militarism in all its forms. We propose to re-

establish the commerce of the world on the basis of a natural rivalry,
and to limit its acivities to legitimate enterprise. We propose that
the wrongs done to Belgium, France and the other nations shall be
repaired; that the power which the Prussian war lords arbitrarily
wield over other lands and peoples, against their will, shall be relin-
quished; and that all such lands and peoples shall henceforth be safe
and secure against the domination of outside nations.

This is a mighty big job we have undertaken, but the President
has pledged our every resource to its accomplishment and proposes
to "battle until the last gun is fired." It is "stern business," he as-

sures us, and we must "act without sentiment." "We shall go," he
continues, "wherever the necessities of this war carry us," and we
shall not hesitate to take issue with any nation that "stands in the
direct path of our necessary action." To this end we are to declare
war against Austria-- P mgary immediately, and stern notice is given
to Germany's other a lies to have a care lest they cross our path.
Also, between the lines, one may read a word of warning to the neu-

tral nations to keep their hands clean if they would stay clear of the
conflict.

This, then, is his positive declaration of our war policies abroad.
Nothing shall turn us from this course and "we shall regard the war
as won only when the German people say to us, through properly ac- -,

credited representatives, that they are ready to agree to a settlement
based upon justice and the reparation of the wrongs their rulers have
done." And then, when the German people are ready to meet America
half-wa- y, the President proposes that the peace obtained shall be
based on "generosity and justice, to the exclusion of all selfish claims
to advantage, even on the part of the victors." That the people of
America will subscribe readily to the proposed terms of settlement,
there is no question ; but whether certain of our allies will accept and
support the proposition that "no selfish ambition of conquest or spoil- -

is to be countenanced, remains to be seen. However, that isIation" matter. The President is simply stating America's position
and he has stated it well.

But interesting as all this is, the American people, are more con-- '

cerned right now with their own immediate future the state of their
army and navy, the condition of their finances, the shipping and sup- -
ply situation, the food and fuel problems, and the thousand and one
every-da- y questions that vitally concern them. On all these, save
one, the President .is strangely silent. He seems content to allow the
citizens to gain what information they can from the meagre dis- -
patches that the news service disseminates from time to time, and to J
draw on their imagination for whatever else they desire to know. He
does, however, take cognizance of the exploitations- - of the profiteers
in foodstuffs and urges that the government be given more power to
prevent their notorious thievery. Then he proposes that the enemy
aliens who are interned shall be put to' work and that the government IH
shalUend every encouragement to the development of our natural re- -
sources. He also suggests that Congress so organize itself that a H
closer eye can be kept on the finances. Not a bad idea, at that !

In the absence of any reference whatever to the war organization j

which he has assembled, it is to be assumed that the President is well
satisfied with present arrangements and does not contemplate making U
any material changes. All told, the message partakes more of the na- - H
ture of an appeal to the peoples of the earth than that of an address H
to the American people alone. Insofar as our international relations
are concerned, we know exactly what we are about; of our internal
affairs we are not so certain. A spirit of uneasiness and uncertainty H
has fastened itself upon the citizens; their personal affairs for the
most part are still in a sorry tangle ; and it is to be regretted that
President Wilson did not take advantage of the opportunity afforded
to relieve the uncomfortable situation by being more specific in his
discussion of affairs at home. M

H
AN UNSEEMLY CONTROVERSY. H

JHE proposal to erect in London a duplicate of George Grey Bar- - HJ nard's celebrated Cincinnati statue of Lincoln, in commemora- - H
tion of the century of peace that lias prevailed between England and H
America, has excited a stirring controversy among this country's most H
famous critics. All are agreed that to erect a statue of the great Em- - H
'ancipator to stand in company with the imperishable monuments of H
England's grand galaxy of immortals would be a splendid undertake H
ing, but certain prominent critics are most pronounced in their op- - H
position to the proposed selection of the Barnard likeness. jH

The prolonged dispute shows no signs of subsiding, but bids fair jH
to undignify the commendable enterprise and, perhaps, destroy it al- - IH
together. Those who oppose the Barnard statue charge that the
sculptor has exaggerated the ungainliness and uncouthness of Lincoln H
beyond all explanation or excuse. On the other hand, Barnard's sup- - M
porters claim that he has truly depicted the real Lincoln and assert H
that truth, not fancy, is the most acceptable ideal of art. There seems 'H
to be an almost hopeless division of opinion in this respect and were jH
it not for the fact that it is reviving a nation-wid- e interest in the study !fl
of the character of the great-hearte- d American, as revealed in his H
personality and physique, the controversy would be unpardonable. H

It is interesting to note briefly what some of the prominent 9
critics are saying. Robert T. Lincoln is bitter in his opposition to H
Barnard's statue and characterizes it as "a monstrous figure, which H
is grotesque as a likeness and defamatory as an effigy." H
Colonel Roosevelt is just as positive in the other direction, assuring fl
us that "At last we have the Lincoln of the Lincoln-Dougl- as debates. 'H

Here it is, the living Lincoln,- - the great democrat. This
statue is life. He (Barnard) has given us Lincoln, the Lin- - !

coin we know and love." William Marion Reedy also speaks his mind ' I


