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The Oasis Project
H A Young Man's Opportunity
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The early settlers constructed canals, planted
trees and tilled the soil, transforming what once
the Arabs would call their "Garden of Allah"
(the desert), into an oasis in fact and a resting
place for the weary traveler between the long
stretches of arid country lying to the north and
south. These hardy pioneers have been well re-

paid for their early privations, for, by the aid of
irrigation and the sunshine of these arid regions,
they need but to "tickle the soil with a hoe and
it laughed with a harvest." The completion of
the great trans-continent- railroad through the
heart of this territory placed the residents of this
valley nvithin a few hours' ride of the splendid
markets of Salt Lake, with its great mines and
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smelters on the north and the still richer mineral
districts of Nevada and the great markets of South-
ern California on the south. With the uncommon
natural resources of this region found in a fertile
valley having the depth and richness of the lands
of the Middle West, and a great river shimmer-
ing in the sunshine for 300 days of the year, its
latent possibilities were sure to attract the engi-

neer and the capitalist. As canals were built and
the summer capacity or low-wat- puiod of the
river was found inadequate to supply the needs
of the rapidly expanded acreage of cultivated
lands became necessary to follow the example
of the United States government in other arid
regions and construct large storage reservoirs to
conserve the flood waters of early spring for
di Ing the irrigating season. first of thesr
now owned by the Deseret Irrigation company and
the Abraham Irrigation company, anu commonly

known as the "Gunnison Bend Reservoir," is sit-

uated about three miles from Oasis and has a
capacity of 14,000 acre-fee- t. Is serves the lower
part of the valley south and west of the lands to
be irrigated by the Oasis Land and Irrigation Com- -

pany. The principal source of water supply for
thi svalley, however, is the Sevier Bridge Reservoir,
situated in Juab and San Pete counties. This Is
the largest reservoir in the state of Utah. The
stored water is released in this reservoir during
the irrigating season and is diverted at Riverside
by a dam 36 feet in height and 800 feet long on
the crest, representing the highest type of modern
engineering. It is carried through a canal 24

feet wide on the bottom to a point where the
level valley is reached.

The Oasis Land and Irrigation company has
made application for 43,000 acres of land, about
10,P00 acres lying five miles east and 30,000 acres j
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five miles north of Oasis, which is to be set j

aside by the United States government under the I

provisions of the Carey act. This will allow set-

tlers to pay for their water rights in ten equal
payments and have absolute ownership of land
and water on completion of the payments.

The Pahvant valley, having a rich and ex-

haustless soil, as level as a floor from east to
west, with a fall of ten to fifteen feet to the mllo
from north to south, affords not only ideal facili-
ties for irrigation, but the no less important condi-

tions that make perfect drainage. Its productive-
ness is further enhanced by long periods of sun-

shine each year and a beneficent climate that
gives abundant yield of crops and vigor to tho
homebuilder. There is no place in the state of
Utah where men receive such large returns for j

their labor in tilling the soil as in the Pahvant
Continued on page 10 '


