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B 8 century, a stock company was formed to drain
B the lake. The work was begun, but very soon
B the enormous exp6nse of the undertaking fright- -

B ened the stockholders, and then Prince Torlonia,
B' who owned the control of the stock, bought out

tB the other stockholders. For twenty years he
B worked 4,000 men steadily in tlie stubborn moun- -

B ' tain. In April, 1862, the main tunnel was com- -

Bi i pleted, and the waters of Lake Fucino again drop--

B ped between the mountains, leaving the lake bed
B - as Narcissus had left it, with a central lake
B eighteen miles in surface. Torlonia continued his
B ' work, and built a great canal to collect the re--

B l maining water, built colossal dykes in the mud,
B j and Anally the lake was drained. It left 7,000

B acres of valuable land exposed. Of this, Torlonia
B kept 500 acres as a private estate, and the rest
B was all let and sublet. There are now across

B what was Lake Fucino over 125 miles of good

B road lined with poplars. The lake returned to

B the national government about $14,000 a year. Its
B dry bed now produces about 5,000,000 lira's worth

B of agricultural products. Where two hundred

B fishermen made a scanty living out of the lake,
B 12,000 inhabitants now find lucrative occupation

B i in the same spot. Farming is done there on a
Bi largo scale. So many sugar beets are raised that
B' , "they make 8,000,000 pounds a year of sugar.
B1,;

t
Great numbers of sheep are pastured there. And

B thus, after nineteen hundred years, the dream of

B Julius Caesar has materialized.
B. We mention the matter simply to show what
B j can be done in Utah. Something like it is goingI, on at two or three points, and there are many

B ' other places where, with the use of capital, lands
B j richer than those of Italy can be cultivated. The
B I draining of Lake Fucino adds 7,000 acres to the
B i area that can be cultivated in Italy, but the pa--

I, pers early in the week in this city noted that
Hj 45,000 acres had been trausferred to the public
H under the provisions of the Carey act, and that
Hf the proclamation opening this land to the public

m j ! had been signed by the President. And that is a

H I reminder that the Oasis Land & Irrigation Com- -

H , pany has spent thousands and tens and hundreds
Bf j of thousands of dollars in bringing water upon
H( that land. They have done a work perhaps as
H; great as Prince Torlonia has performed in Italy.
H j i He did the work because he owned the stock and

B i the land, and he is making his money by leasing
B j the land, but this Oasis Land & Irrigation Com- -

B I pany has done the reverse. Instead of draining
B I a great lake, they have made a lake, a magnifi- -

B ' cent reservoir, and brought water onto this land
B' which is almost seven times as much as the land
Bt measured under Lake Fucino&land enough to
B" I raise 2,000,000 bushels of wheat a year, land
B? . enough for 5,000,000 apple or peach trees, a little
Hi empire, plenty of land for GOO families, or 3,000

Hi j! people, to get rich upon. And this company does
1 not expect to make any money out of the land.

Bf All they hope to do is to sell the water to the
Bf settlers, who will be eager to take that land, and
m whereas it has taken nineteen hundred years to

B ! bring the land under the Italian lake under cul- -

Hjf f tivatlon, this 45,000 acres can all be put under
f - cultivation next year.

Bi I J The company is entitled to a great reward and
K$ I great praise besides. There are two or three
m I other similar enterprises which might be carried
Bp j out In Utah, and we do not know of any way that
K money could be invested to pay better interest
B than by redeeming those lands. There is one
K 1

great tract down on Green River. There are
p j other great tracts throughout the State, and it

must not be forgotten that no place on earth
I s raises better fruit and vegetables or grain than

Utah. And Utah just now is increasing rapidly
Hf i in population. Ever since the mines were first
B opened here a vast amount of food has been im- -

Bf ' ported into Utah every year. The amount is
Hi ' growing, and If possible that money ought to bo

Hf i held here for the benefit of our own people. ?. We
J have no princes in Utah, but the people will bo

I 1

willing to call any man a prince who will redeem
a great area of land and make it possible for
farmers to settle it.

The Fleet.
Our great battleship fleet will be due in Auck-

land today. It will be met by many a hearty
cheer. There will be no "Vive la vive," such as
was heard in Rio and Valparaiso, but it will bo
the old, stern, hearty, English "Hurrah!" And
from Auckland they will pull across to Sydney
and there they will find a harbor more beautiful
than oven San Francisco Harbor, for it is a
harbor filled with islands. More than half the
city is covered with parks, and not many of us
appreciate how swiftly that city of Sydney is be-

coming one of the great cities of the world. The
ships of all the nations gather there. Our own
flag is only seen in a little line of steamers that
run down there, but the fleet will make up for
that, they will have flags enough, and those Aus-tralize- d

Britishers will give them a hearty wel-

come sure enough.
There ought to be a closer walk between our

west coast and Australasia, for that country is
coming ahead very fast. There is a scheme on
foot now to more than quadruple the land that
can be cultivated, and it enjoys about the best
government, the government about the nearest
tho people, of any country on earth, and then, it
is the land of lovely voices. Melba came from
Australia. So did Sherwood. There is some-
thing in the air or in the soil or something else
that seems to give perfection to the vocal chords,
with the result they have many fine speakers and
no end of lovely singers, and they talk the Eng-
lish language, our own mother tongue, and they
are a bright race, too, and strong, and the evolu-
tion that has gone on from the first settlers, who
went there only a hundred years ago, to the peo-

ple that are there now, is about the most wonder-
ful in history.

Turkey to Be Redeemed.
Mundji Bey is consul-gener- for the Porto In

New York. He discusses the new constitution.
He says that now Turkey will become a new
world power. Here is one sentence of what he
says: "We are now a free nation and we have
a free government and external Interference will
no longer be tolerated. Through that influence
Ave have lost our agriculture and our commerce.
It is not the Sultan who is a sick man, but the
entire country." Ho says further that Midhat
Pasha, the present Sultan, when he assumed
office thirty-tw- o years ago, promised the people a
constitution and promised that they should be
free; that the war with Russia coming on at once
made that impossible, but that the present con-

stitution is only what he has intended always;
that he is sincere in granting the constitution.
Ho says that ninety-tw- o per cent of the people of
Turkey can read and write; that the people are
attached to their ruler and will support him and
his dynasty with all their strength; that now the
Sultan will dismiss evil advisers and call to his
assistance men of honesty,, energy and ability,
and that hereafter the dictation and" Interference
of the powers of Europe will no longer be per-

mitted; that the nation is to assert itself and
become the great free nation that it deserves to
be, and will win back the honors that once be-

longed to it.
It is possible tho consul-genera- l is bluffing a

little, but it is a hopeful sign and the world will
wish the new power a new lease of life and
added glory.

No Religion In Schools.
Extreme churchmen, notwithstanding the the-

ory and tho success of the public schools in
America, still think there ought to be religious
services in schools, and every little while we

find that some denomination is advocating that
change. There is nothing in it; there can be
nothing in it. Our public schools are founded
on the idea, first, that all children ought to have
an elementary education; and, second, that the
schools ought to be such that children whoso
parents belong to all the denominations in tho
world can meet on common ground, on an exact

level, and acquire that elementary education
without restrictions. The system has worked
magnificently, it is the only system, and when
churchmen argue in favor of religious services
in schools, when we come down to the point we
And that if the churchman is a Presbyterian ho
wants a Presbyterian school; if he is a Catholic,
he wants Catholic schools; if he is a Baptist, ho
wants Baptist schools; if he is a Mormon, of
course there is but one school in the world, that i

is a Mormon school. That shows how if the dis- -

position was to have religious teaching in
schools, the very fact of introducing it would
break up the schools.

There is another fact beyond that, which is

that where religion is introduced into public
schools it does not make boys and girls any bet:
ter; rather, it is a detriment. And the further
that where religion is introduced into public
in schools, that is the work for the home, and
when boys and girls come out of homes that are
not religious homes they are never converted in
schools it does not make boys and girls any bet- -

And there is one question on which the govern- - S

ment of every state ought to be pronounced. It j

is that a man, no matter how good he is or how j

pious he is, who would change our public schools j

and give them religious direction, is, uncon-

sciously, an enemy to the schools and an enemy
to the state.

Immortality of the Circus.
The alchemists of old grey grey, generation

after generation, seeking for the elixir of life and
for the secret of how to transmute base metals
into gold. They made many wonderful discov- - '

eries, but neither dream materialized. They
could not prevent poor h.uman beings from wear-

ing out, and they could not, out of the rough
base materials of this world, produce gold, But
the man who invented the circus either on high
or low lines, we do not know which, succeeded.
Who he was has never been told. We know that
his work flourished in old Rome twenty-fiv-e cen-

turies ago, and the triumphs in the circus were
so esteemed that kings and lords and nobles
strove in the great arena. But the wonderful
thing is that notwithstanding the new inventions,
notwithstanding the new honors that have come
to men, notwithstanding the picture galleries, tho
moving-pictur- e shows, the automobiles for fast
driving, the airship for navigating the upper
ether, not one of them can take any of the glory
away from the circus. The boys and girls are
just as anxious to attend a circus now as were
the boys and girls of old Rome, when, if neces-

sary, they would sell a slave to get the money.
There is the same old elephant, the same sleepy-lookin- g,

vicious camel; there Is the royal Hon

with his roar, the imperial Bengal tiger with his
stripes, the leopard with his spots; there are the
same acrobats; there Is the same old clown, and
finest of all, the same horses with the same trap-

pings nothing is changed except the music from
ago to age as the centuries have ebbed and
flowed.

We talk about tho children going to the cir-

cus. The old folks are just as crazy. Old toughs
that have not spent a dollar except on themselves
for years will go out and purchase a child or two
to take to the circus, to give ther respectability
and a kind of shamefaced excuse ' being there.
There must be the life, the animation, the splen-

did horses, the expert jumpers, the ancient jokes,
tho diluted lemonade, the sawdust, the animal


