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Christmas

HRISTMAS is once more drawing near, It Is
C an old festal day. It was a festal day long
before the Christians adopted b, so long

that even legends can not trace the tlme back to
the beginning of the custom. At first it was, per-
hape, Intended ns a recognition of the gratitude of
muankind for the harvest, n day on which they ‘could
dress thelr altars, offer oblations to their gode and
rejolee over the bounties that had come to them.
But when the Christiaps fixed upon it as the na-
tal day of the Messlah, a new encredness was at-
tuched 1o it and a new joy. The approprinteness
of It 18 Increased ag the date 1s studied, The
longest night of the year In northern Intitudes is
pagged; the sun that had been wandering farther
and farther away, has halted In his course and
has turned baek, whick lg a promise of another
gpring und another harvest. Al the same time
it symbols to man un awakening after the ehill
and the darkness bave rur their course and the
dawn of 4 perenninl spring will be hils. 8o on
the coming of the day, in every land there (s a
festival. In Epngland on Christmas eve the yule
log Is fired and greal cand'es lighted, fill all the
rooms, an outward slgn of lestivities, while with-
in the fire-place Is holly-crowned nnd the feast Is
spread, the roasts, the chicken and mince ples,
the apples, the nuts and the clder. The churches
hall the coming of the day with joy-bells and cel-
ebrate it with all the pomp of incense and organ
and cholr, 45 18 becoming to those who accept {is
tenditions and dote a promige of eternal life rrom
it. The story in the Testament is that at its first
coming new lights shone upon the eartly, an angel
volee proelilmed the momentous news of the Sa-
vior's birth, while the singing of the heavenly
hast filled the ether with joyous acclnlm and the
deep refrain, sounding down, thrilled the world.
The devout belleve that song s  répeated on
every anniversary of that night, and ecertain U is
that the instinet of man on that day Is llkewise
to slng, hence everywhoere carols are sung. It is
especinlly the children’s day, It comes crowned
with gifig 1o them, and as they count thelr im
mense (reastres, the habble of thelr joy is per
Iapg the sweetest musle that nscends from edrth
The promise that came with the first
mun more than any¥ith'ng
When 1t was suld he
the nngels, It was

lo heayen,
Christmas day exalied

the creation,
wasg but a litle lower than
but a figure of specch, But the promlge made
it o tremendous renlity; it him Ime
morial life—a life growlng more exalted through
the ebb and Zow of endless ages, a change lhke
that which converts a grub into a butterfly In a

slnce

elae

meant for

physical sense, in an Intellectual gense 1 splendor
unspeaknble. Why, then, should it not be a day
of rejoleing, n day of family reunlons; a dey on
which to make the heatte of children glad: 2
day of kind greatings to neighbors and friends:
a day on which to thank God for hls mercles and
blegsings, and on whick to sing joy-songs and he
glad?

World History

URING the past year peace in the world has
D generally been the rule. There was a tem-
porary clagh  In  southeastern BEurope,
through which Bulgaria became an Independent
slate, and Bosnia and Herzegoving were ceded to
Austria-Hungary, but that was simply earrying
out the terms of the Treaty of Berlin, made at
the cloge of the Russlan-Turkish war.

There has been some heart-burning between
Germany and France, some between Germany and
Greal Britaln, but they wers both on founas-
tlons top smal!l on wnich to huild a war.

England Is greatly perturbed over the di-po-
sitlon of the natives of Indin. They are showing
i vast amount of dissatisfaction such as precedes
a4 revolt and a revolution. BEngland's safety in
that diversion I8 thal through her influence with
the Sultan of Turkey there will be n3 Mokamme-
dnn uprising, and through the jealousies and en-
mities of the native princes of India, #f will be
Impossible for them to combine against the soy-
ereign power. The wonder of the earth is how
the few Englishmen In India hnve been able to
malntaln their hold on that country s0 long.
There ¢an be no explanation except Lhat however
much the natives may complain of Great Britain,
their eondltion s better than hefore England
took possession of thelr country,

Rusgia I8 struggling back to her narmal state
and in her slow but irresistible way she ls making
a stronghold on the borders of Manchuria and lg
doubling the track of the great continental road,
which all points to a time In her near future when
she will, if she ecan, try conclusions again with
Japan.

The Shah of Persia dled and a new Shah has
assumed control. A constitution has been given
to Persin, but It has been llke lnunching a ship
on & tronbled sea, and no one can safely predict
vel whether it s golng to be able to pursue a
steady voyvage, or whether It will be dashed on
the rocks before |t ever gets out of the harbor.

In China both the emperor aud the empress
dowpger have died. The new emperor Is but a
chlld, and the pesult I8 that China for many
years will be In charge of her statesmen, unin
terfered with by supreme authority. China has
given many Indleatlons of a8 great awakening,
and perhaps more Interest gathers around her
than any other country in Asla. When people
fry to estimate what 400 millions of people, all
tralned to Industry, may accomplishy when given
modern facllities, the mind I8 stpggered and the
best estimation Is but & guess, But surely she Is
extonding her rallroads; she is bullding more
and more manufacturing plants; she i8 drawing
her own people together; she has a ocongtitutlon,
and her future for twenty yeara will be watched
more closely than that of any other power.

Japan 18 slowly but surely ahsorbing Korea,

and o all Intents and purposes, southern Man

churin. Whether she will be Interfered with In
this last effort or not remalns to be seen, because
she I8 breaking ber trenty obligutions, She prom-
Iged to remove her soldiers from Mapchurla at o
certain time, when the treaty was made with
Russia. Russin has fulfilled her part of the
agreement, but Japan has not. Japan 18 bunding
& great nayy, and if the empire were not so
poor, she would be an ever present danger tu the
peace of the world. As It is she s bullding with
a great navy a groat merchant marine: she is
taking the trade of England and Germany away
from southeastern Asla, and the truth Is that no
nation can compete with her on the sea so long
as she can draw her coal supplies from home.

Our own country has passed through another
presidential election, Tt Is sawiftly regalning the
prosperity which prevailed for a dozen years be-
fore 1907, She has leen blest wonderfully in
all the departments of industry. Her soll has
yielded the greatest crop ever known: her mines
aro holding thelr own; and the fron mines are
increasing Lheir output; forelgn trade Is increas
Ing and, as usual, the old world Is leaning upon
our country for bread and for textiles, and our
country Is such a necessity to the world, and
promizes to be for several years to come, that
that very necessity Is a guaranty of peace.

Next to the president .l election, perhaps the
greatest single feature in our history this vear
has been the salling of the fleet of battleships.
It rounded South Amdriea, receiving especial
honors in Rio Janelro. At Valparalso, while it
dld not stop, it passed In review before milllons
of people, salling around the harbor and again
out to rea, firing imposing salutes and recelving
the accinim of thousands shouting thelr weleome,

It came up the Pacific coast, spent some weoks
in target practice In Magdalena harbor. [i.was
recelved with great ovations at San Dlego and at
San Francisco, It safled away to Australia and
there our cousins of the southern contlnent ex-
hiausted all hospitality in giving it welcothe. Then
It salled north, went to Japan and Japan gave it
the warmest welcome of all, and bestowed more
honors upon the fleet than any other country,
From there IL proceeded to the Philippines and
after two or three or four weelts of uncomfortahle
gétay It agaln proceeded to sea, and hy the time
this writing ig In print 1t ought to be at Colombo
in Ceylon.

IL has been wonderfully favored, It has made
& great Impression on the way, We presnme the
honots will be renewod when the fleet reaches the
Mediterranean. All the guns of Malta and Gibral.
tur will ronr In welcome and the hope Is It will
reach home safely early in February.

There Is nothing much to report from ihe
countries south of us. Mexico Is progpering great.
ly, Some Inclplent rebelllons heve trangpived
in Central Ameriea, but that s a habit with those
people down there.

The Panama canal has progressed fmmensely
this year, so much so that those best posted are
fixing the date whon It will be opened and the
voyvige from New York 1o Sun Franelsco will
he reduced by sixty days' sail.

That human tempest, Castro, had broken out
a few times durlng the last year, but he hag salled
away to Burope. He probably trepsure
eénough on board the ship Lo support him in ale
gance Lhe rest of his lfe, and he will cease to he
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