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premise. The trouble Is that the
premise cannot be granted, .Large
families are, as a rule, not desirable.
Wfion the parents have abundant
means so that there is no danger of
their children becoming a public
charge or being reared in! circum-
stances of misery, it is well enough
perhaps to bring as many as possi-

ble into the world. But when the par-

ents are poor, numerous offspring are
not to be commended. If they have
a dozen children, who is to educate

. them? Who is to see to it that they
a're properly prepared for self support
and the duties of citizenship?

" A man who has children not only
gives hostages to fortune, as Bacon
put it in his famous essay, but he also
runs the risk of imposing a burden
on society. What right has any per-

son to multiply new lives when there
is no prospect of anything but wretch

I edness for them? Considerations like
this are modifying the ancient no- -

j tions regarding largo families. The
old-tim- e assumption that the Almighty
looks with complacency upon chil-

dren born to starvation, disease and
' ignoraace is not assented to quite

so easily as it was once. The best
thought of our day inclines to the
opinion that small families are bet--j
ter for society than large ones. It is

' more advantageous and more merci- -

i ful to bring a moderate number of
children into the world and keep

I them here In happy conditions than
'

to bring in a vast multitude and let
the majority perish of misery and
want.

A small birth rate does not neces-- !

sarlly mean a diminishing population,
for It may be accompanied with a
small death rate and that is precisely

) what is happening in the modern
world.

TOXINS AND LITERATURE.
CHARLES B. RDED, writing

MR. the July Forum on ' Toxemia
i ,' as a Stimulus In Literature,"

says: "It may Bound paradoxical to
claim that the presence of a poison
in the circulation could result in any-

thing but unhapplness and poverty,
" yet there is much evidence that auch

a condition, whether wittingly or un-

consciously acquired, may give a
- strong Impetus to literary produc

tion."
The examples he uses are, for the

most part, the better known. Dr.
Johnson producing his dictionary on
the excessive use of tea; Balzac drug--

glng himself with black coffee during
his long hours of toil; De Qulncey
bringing hl3 faculties into "the most
exquisite order" by the use of opium,

j Poe Burns, Do Musset, and Gluck
"organizing themselves" on alcohol.

Schiller and Shelley seeking me--

ohanlcal aids to cerebral congestion
are mentioned, Schiller with his feet
in ice water, and Shelley extended on
the floor with his head close to an
open Are. In the list of sufferers from
febrile affections who were atimulated
by toxins aro Stevenson, who wrote

I the first drafts of Jokyll ana Hyde
in three days while prostrated by
a pulmonary hemorrhage, and Sy- -

monds, who found that "chest colds
do not agree with sober work, but

J

they do not exactly disagree with
some sorts of irregular Intellectual
activity so I have been in a blaze
of poetry of late, reading and writ-

ing." In the same list aro Chopin and
Albrecht Durer.

Among the nonfebrile affections sus-

pected of stimulating activity Dr. Reed
mentions asthma, illustrated by

Heine gained creatively as his
body wasted. Parkman's faculties
were aroused as his maladies in-

creased. Gibbon. Lytton, Landor, Mil-

ton, Fielding, Dryden, De Foe, and.
others suffered from gout and may
have found stimulation in it.

Coleridge, going back to the cases
of artificial stimulation, relied on
opium; De Maupassant on ether;
Maeterlinck on tobacco.

Dr. Reed is not interested in the
ultimate effect of voluntary stimulat-

ion,, but be mentions Maeterlinck's
final reaction when he found that 'In-

stead of rousing the brain to activity
as before, the enormous dosage was
acting as a depressant, so he replaced
it with a denicotinized leaf that sat-

isfied in a measure the irresistible
mechanical craving."

"We are not prepared at present
to Insist," Dr. Reed says, "that toxins
are 3sentlal to achievement or that
an obscure toxin will convert medi-

ocrity into genius, but rather to sug-

gest that the presence of such a sub-

stance in the circulation may and does
in many instances accelerate and in-

tensify the expression of existent in-

tellectual tendencies."

THE GRAY GHOST.
By Edith Daley In the Graphic.

A pale crescent moon like a silver scar
On the soft, tender breast of the

sky;
A faint little friendly

star
And a white cloud drifting by.

The purple of violets on the hills,
With silver agleam through the

mind shadow-space- s that memory
fills

With the Stardust of yesterday.

A shimmer of gold in the rose-re- d flush
On the sails of a ship in the west;

Lowflylng, the gulls in the deepening
hush

Fold storm-tire- d wings and rest.

An old, old path through the gold and
rose

In the sound of the s' mean;
I go by the way that remembrance

knows
But I follow it not alone!

i

Wraiths of the past, a frail spirit
host,

Wander Into the sunset with me
I walk hand In hand with the pale

gray ghost
Of the woman I meant to be.

Fine trout and chicken dinners serv-

ed dally at Lagoon Cafe. Cool screened
dining room. Excellent service. For
arrangements for dinner parties phone
Farmlngton 57 Black. Fare for round
trip commencing 7 p. m., 25 cents.
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