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Mining and Financial
ears of the secretary of the

J interior must have lnirned
last Friday night. Everybody

' was talking about him profusely
in the gold room at the Commercial
club and mighty few good things were
said of him or his department. But
the meeting was charitable. All the
speakers agreed iiat the department
sinned through ir oiv.nce and not out
of a malevolent feeling toward the
west in general and the poor mining

J' prospector in particular. The assist
ant secretary of the American Mining
Congress was there Mr. Walcott. He
excused the iniquities of the depart-
ment which rules and overrules the
public domain by the observation that
the officials would not know a mine
if they met it in the street. His
strictures found approval among the
forty or more prominent mine opera-
tors at the meeting. He pointed with
alarm and viewed with dismay. The
gathering, which had been called to
consider the perils which beset metal
mining, was impressed by his earnest-
ness. Harry Joseph threw himself in-

to the breach. lie intimated, if he did
not say in so many words, that if the
department of the itnerior destroyed

' the mining industry it would have to

do it over his cold and lifeless re-

mains.

Col. M. M. Kaighn, himself a ser-

vant of the Interior department, found
a little halm in Gllead and proceeded
to anoint the sore points touched up-

on by Mr. Walcott. He explained that
nothing in the rulings of the depart-
ment interfered in the least with the
free location of mineral claims by
prospectors; that the decision in the
matter of the East Tintic Consoll-dated'- s

application for patent, which
had been pointed to aa a horrible ex-

ample of bureaucratic oppression,
merely prevented the issuance of
patents to claimants who failed to
show valuable mineral deposits. The
colonel admitted that the subsequent
cancellation of the mineral entry was
an unnecessary slap at the applicants,
especially as no one wanted the
ground for a fish farm or a banana
plantation, but he put up a pretty good
defense for the government) as good
a defense as a man could be expected
to make while looking into the face3
of a roomful of hostile mine owners.

And while this insurrection "agin
and gover'ment" wag going on one of

the newspaper men present at the
meeting took it by the bit and, swing-

ing it around, headed it in the direc-

tion it was meant to travel. By the
time Harry Joseph and his committee
got back to the room with a memorial
to congress they found the gathering
forgetful of its grievances against the
department of the interior and intent
on forming a permanent organization
capable of dealing in an effective way
with all of the circumstances which
some time embarrass the delvers In the
hills. A fight over the question whether
it would be better to start a new or-

ganization or attempt to put flesh onto
the skeleton of the state chapter of
the American Mining congress was
averted by the adoption of a resolution
providing for a committee to wait on
the larger mining interests and as-

certain their preferences.

The conclusion of the meeting left
the department of the Interior under
a cloud. The left ear of the secre-
tary continues to burn and the stigma
of not knowing a mine in the street
clings to the other officials of the de-

partment. Far be it from any good
citizen to uphold the government in
any policy which makes harder the
lot of the average prospector. His lot
is so hard now that he has to use
tempered steel and dynamite to break
into It But, really, isn't there some-

thing to be said in favor of this de-

partment scheme of refusing patents
to claimants who have not shown that
their mining claims contain pay ore?

- It has been said that patents are ne-

cessary to enable claim owners to

rniso money for development; also that
claimants have a natural desire to
know whether there are adverse claims
against their holdings before they en-to- r

upon extensive mining campaigns
something they cannot learn posi-

tively until notice of application for

patent is published. The first state-
ment is not true and the second is
true only in i comparatively small
number of cases. Set against the
cases of this nature the instances
where the granting of patents has rung
the death knell of mining development,
and the balance does not sway wholly
to the side of the easy-pate- advo-
cate.

Until a man gets a patent he has to
do something on his claim every year.
This is a guarantee that the investi-
gation, of the ground will not be given
up altogether and it serves the general
welfare of the community by affording
work for able miners and setting
money afloat in the camps. When ho
has to do this work to retain his claim
the most indolent prospector will get
out and hustle to sell stock or or-

ganize a company. The same pros-
pector the indolent one having se-

cured a patent, puts a price on his
prospect that covers the ground and
sometimes laps over the edges. Every
time he sees a possible purchaser com-
ing he gets out and raises the price
a few notches. This isn't good for
the mining industry. The "poor man's
camps" are pretty scarce these days
and the only way in which a large
number of mineral fields can be work-

ed profitably is on a large scale and
with a large Initial investment of cap-

ital for drainage, transportation, con-

centration, etc. Any system that
makes it more difficult to gather
claims into modern working units is
a real obstacle to mining development.
This was recognized so clearly in Ne-

vada a few years ago that the news-
papers and mine owners there were
demanding legislation that would re-

store to location or compel the de-

velopment of thousands of patented
claims which had been abandoned by
the patentees. Now we find the Amer-
ican Mining congress protesting
against a policy designed to remedy
an evil that brought protests from its
own members so recently.

Bui hero is looking at the confer-
ence of Friday night! It got on the
right track at last. Organization is the
first step toward cooperation and co-

operation is what the prospectors and
small claim owners must practice if
they are to do business without the
domination of biff capital. Collectively
they can provide means for working
large areas In an up to date and econo-

mical manner. Individually they are
becoming more and more helpless and
nothing the department of the Interior
can do will set aside the edicts of
economic law.

a

Harry S. Joseph makes the follow-

ing appeal to the mining men of the
state:

"Your attention has doubtless been
called to my candidacy for representa-
tive to congress. Up to this time, my

friends have made no appeals to par-

ticular classes of the citizenship of

Utah. It now seems opportune to di-

rect the attention of the men engaged
in mining in the state of Utah to the
fact that no Industry in the west is
suffering so greatly from the ignor--

ance and misapprehension displayed jH
by the lawmakers of the nation and H
those delegated to execute the mining H
statutes, as to tho actual conditions 9
which confront us in this field. H

MSlnce the days of Henry M. Teller H
In the senate of the United States, tho H
mining Interests of this country have H
not had an enthusiastic, earnest advo jH
oato in congress, and there has been H
observed by people everywhere the ut- - H
ter indifference shown by our national V
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