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Old Jftasters Henry Ward Beecher

By C. C. G.
TT does not seem so long ago that Henry Ward
A Beecher lived and died, for many men of mid-

dle age remember his last years.
Still he was born one hundred and one years

' ago June 24, 1813 and died March 8, 1887. He
was one of the most remarkable men of his age.
He will be better appreciated a century hence
than he is now, for he was one of the most in-

tense of men, and such men create antagonisms
J which outlast their lives .here for a few years

until one voice after another of his enemies
grows still, and then some one picks up the
tangled threads of the man's life, separates them,
then weaves them into a fabric in that loom
which brings out the true colors of the original
so that men can estimate correctly the statue
of the man in his niche of the ages.

. . He began life with a vast desire to serve his
"

Creator. He soon decided that the way he
could do that best was to si e his fellow men,
and then, a little later decided that the best serv-

ice to man was to convince him that to abjure all
that was evil in his nature and cultivate what
was good was his best way to secure for himself
happiness and peace.

Hence from the first he was a temperance
advocate. From the first he believed that human
slavery was an unspeakable wrong, and so with
a pen tipped with fire and a voice clothed In
music, or in thunder, as ho willed, he began
his work in early youth and never rested in hi3
high calling until, suddenly, his summons came.

He was a natural orator. One of the foremost
of speakers on the lecture platform, the fore-

most pulpit orator of his time, one of the most
powerful and graceful of editorial writers. To
read what he wrote, was and always will be a

' fascination, while in his church, which was al--

ways crowded, audiences listened as the lover of
music listens to organ, harp and flute playing in
accord.

His greatest single achievement was in Eng-

land. He went abroad for a brief rest. He
reached England just when Napoleon III was urg-

ing England to join him in interposing in behalf
of the Confederacy, and when the nobility, rich
manufacturers and merchants had combined
against the United States in its struggle for life
apainst the great rebellion. It was, too, when the
efforts of the Union armies in the field seemed
overmatched on every field.

Charles Francis Adams, our minister to Eng-

land was facing all manner of difficulties a
surly and vindicitive public opinion and s'lghts
and taunts that made him feel that he was in
an enemy's country. All iBeecher's patriotism

"

and all his fighting qualities were aroused. He
volunteered to deliver a few lectures. When he
stepped upon the platform to deliver his first

(jf- lecture, the hall was crowded with people. He
was met by hisses and cat-call- s which lasted
half an hour. He faced the tumult, his deter-
mination to be heard hardening all the time, and
at length he was permitted to speak.

He threw no boquets at the mob before him,

but told them he had often heard that true Eng-

lishmen believed in fair play, and he had been
experiencing how true the saying was for the
past half hour.

He had often heard Englishmen boast how

their country had voluntarily freed their slaves,
and for half an hour he had been witnessing how

, i sincere the boast had been.
He had proceeded but a little way when out

of the crowd a voice shouted: "Mr. Beecher,
are not you the man who said the rebellion in

your country would be put down in sixty days?"
The instant reply was: "Yes, heretofore my

country has only fought Indians, Mexicans, Trip

oli pirates and Englishmen, now it is fighting
Americans, I was mistaken."

Then he received his first cheer from the sav-

age crowd, and after that he had his own way
except when Interrupted by cheers.

His lectures on that v it were triumphs of
patriotism, power and matchless eloquence.

A scandal darkened his last days. Whether
there was aught of truth in it, of course, is not
known, but this is sure, no man was over more
tempted for he swayed men and women alike as
perhaps no other man In our country ever did.

Had he chosen the law for his calling, and
had he entered politics, he would have been the
foremost man in his country after Clay and Web-

ster died, and before Lincoln, in his last days,
made clear that his election to the presidency
was no accident, but rather that before his rude
cradle was rocked, It had been planned that he
should be the central figure in the mightiest
tragedy of modern times.

Those nearest Beecher loved him most. He
had none of the austerity of some of the great
men of his day; none of the petty jealousies; he
was ready at any moment to look a king In the
face or to sit down and exchange pleasantries
with a man like "Josh Billings." He had only
warm blood in his views and was great enough
to realize how idle it was for men in their brief
walk through life t,o indulge in petty things or
to minister to their own egotism. Our belief is
that if the Judgment Angel met his soul at the
gate and asked what of his life, the reply was
"With the means at my command, I did the best
I could,' and that all down the enchanted aisles
the harps sounded a welcoming refrain.

That Point Of Honor
BRISTOW laid bare the reason forSENATOR

that we are In honor bound to
charge American coast shipping tolls through the
Panama canal, in a single paragraph.

After quoting from the Panama canal law the
provision.

"No vessel permitted to engage in the coast-
wise or foreign trade of the United States shall
be permitted to enter or pass through said canal
if such ship is owned, chartered, operated or
controlled by any person or company which is
doing business in violation of the provisions of
the act of Congress approved July 2, 1899, en-

titled 'an act to protect trade and commerce
against unlawful restraints and monopolies'." He
said:

"The allegation of the 'repealers' that free
tolls benefit only trusts or monopoly is not
an honest argument. The truth is that if railroa-

d-owned and d ships had not
been barred from the canal we would never have
had this repeal bill before us. That is where
the shoe pinches, and that is where this con-

troversy started." Still the debate goes on with
every indication that the president and the rail-

roads will win.
It is no wonder that old Senator Tillman be-

wailed the thrusting of this measure upon con-

gress when the next election of congressmen is

only five months away.

The chiefs of the democracy should see the
colonel immediately upon his return from Spain
and renew their old 1912 contract with him.

The Typewriting Contest

Considerable interest is being manifested by

stenographers, typewriters and business men in

the forthcoming championship contest to bo held
at Pantages theatre during the coming week, be-

ginning just before the first show at that house
on Monday evening. Fast teams have arrived
from different parts of the country, the local
speeders aro practicing hard and everything is

in roadine for tho interesting event.

Burg the Hatchet
THE case of the Traffic Bureau vs. tho pro-- -

posed Union Pacific melon-slicin- should be
non-suite- Tho cost incurred will, as usual, have
to be borne by the people of Utah, who, in turn,
have a clear cause for damages (figuratively
speaking) against those responsible for tho

action. Utah has again suffered at tlu
hands of her friends, but how strange it all
seems that her eyes should bo blackened by
the very men who have been foremost In the work
of boosting and building up the state. Some-
body blundered a week or two ago; then othero
blundered, and then the parties involved began
to carry chips on their shoulders and there were
signs of bad blood on every hand. Certain papors
fanned tho flames that were already doing dam
ago to tho state by printing sensational stories
greatly exaggerating the controversy. And so,
as usual, theneighbors have learned of Utah'b
family row, and, to our way of thinking, irrepar-
able injury has been done.

When representatives of the Traffic Bureau
petitioned Governor Spry to institute legal pro-

ceedings restraining the Union Pacific from dis-

tributing a legitimate dividend among its share-
holders, we refused to take the matter seriously.
This petition showed purely personal earmarks,
and in no sense did it occur to us that the peti-

tion expressed either the sentiments of the public
itself, or of any public organization save tho one
over whose name the petition was addressed. It
was evident that the Traffic Bureau, or certain
of its representatives, had an axe to grind, and
that explained itself. We expected that the gov-

ernor would in due time make respectful answer
to the petitioners, and that he would advise them
that he had no inclination to harrass or interfere
officially with a corporation that was attending
strictly to its own legitimate busness. We hoped,
too, that he would in characteristic manner make
it plain to the petitioners that he did not propose
for a minute to place the state government in a
position inimical to legitimate industry, or allow
such an idea even to go forth to do detriment to
the state.

But, unfortunately, and before the governot
had sufficient time to respond, the idea became
prevalent that the Commercial club endorsed the
attitude of the Traffic Bureau. An explanation
was demanded by men prominent in railway and
kindred circles, men who were likewise prominent
members of the club itself. President Jensen,
speaking for those in control of the Commercial
club, replied that his organization had no control
over tho Traffic iBureau, and was not responsible
for its actions. His answer evidently failed to
satisfy the men to whom it was addressed, for a

business men's meeting was held and resolutions
passed calling upon the governors of the Com-

mercial club to take a stand on the petition it-

self, and urging in strong terms that the c'ub
either endorse or repudiate the actions of the
Traffic 'Bureau. There the matter stands.

Much of the action involved in this contro-
versy was hasty and If the Traffic
Bureau presumed to speak for the Commercial
club, it was standing upon false ground. And

likewise, had the governors of the club favoreo
and furthered tho petition, without first calling
a meeting to ascertain the sentiments of tho
membership body, their action would have been
ill advised and totally unfair to those members
whose interests were endangered by the purpose i .

of the petition. In fact we doubt whether an or- -

ganization of such character as the Commercial

c'.ub can consistently assume any attitude or take
any official action in such matters. To do so

would be to oppose its own ends.

Then as to the protest meeting Held by tho j

business men. Wo wore not close to the councils
and hence may bo filWQUng wide of the mark,

;(


