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THE PROHIBITION PROPAGANDA

prohibition agitation is now taken moreTHE than at any time in its history.
Onco upon a time the liquor question was of con-

cern chiefly to saloon-keepers- . Now it is a far-ft- p

reaching question. It has an economic side to it of
considerable importance. Also it has a political
side; and the moral side of it is not the one with
which tho Prohibitionists have been preoccupied,
for tho Prohibitionists themselves are now em-

phatically affirmed to bo agents of general de-

moralization. Formerly the Prohibitionist was
regarded as merely a crank making a nuisance
of himself by Indulging in noisy infringement of
the proprieties of life. Nobody paid much atten-
tion to him. It was easy to avoid him. Of late
he has been spreading like the white plague, and
as a consequence he has compelled scientific in-

quiry. Formerly the issue between the saloon-- -

keeper and the narrow, wild-eye- d fanatic gave off
more heat than light; now It induces calm, philo-

sophic discussion out of which have come certa'.s
truths that give us pause. What were once the
accepted postulates of the prohibition propaganda
have been examined and found inaccurate In

some instances, in others utterly false. We used
to believe that alcohol was a poison. As a result
of scientific investigation we know it is not.

We have the authority of the International
Congress held in Cambridge in 1898 for

the statement that alcohol "supplies energy like
conwnon articles of food, and it is physiologically
incorrect to designate it as a poison." We used
to believe- that even moderate indulgence in al-

coholic stimulants was injurious. Eminent scien-

tists agree that it is not; that it is only from
excessive Indulgence that Injury results. Indeed
learned investigators have come to the conclu-

sion that moderate indulgence in alcoholic stim-

ulants is better than total abstinence. They find

that the human system requires a certain degree
of stimulation, and that if it cannot have beer or
wine it will find a substitute. This is a fact so
well recognized by the manufacturers of certain
drugs that they are In sympalhy with the Pro-

hibitionists, and are known to have contributed
to the "dry" cause. Professor Munslerberg, tho
renowned psychologist, who ha 3 made a study of
the use and abuse of alcohol, & of the opinion
that total abstinence Is In restraint of great
achievement, and declares that a nation d

to beverages would rapidly
deteriorate. His views seem to receive a large
measure of corroboration from pur living exam-

ples of the effect of total abstinence. If we may
judge from the professional prohibition agitators,
total abstinence has a certain diseased and
dwarfing effect on the mind. There is a bald,
barren and bankrupt look about the average
"dry" agitator. His ent'husiasm i the fever that
exhausts rather than the fire that warms. He is
the very antithesis of the man who takes a drink
occasionally, the good-nature- appreciative,
kind-hearte- d man in love with the world. It is
this pale person that animates the cult of the
"anti." He Is the noisy heretic, the retyel against
orthodox beliefs and accepted conventions. Irri-

tated by the least departure from his own views,
he will not. tolerate criticism of his pet theories,
he is opposed to all the vital principles of the
arts and sciences, and his instinct Is to crush

truths. Wherever you find an agrf-siv- e

Prohibitionist you find an d "anti,
and almost invariably in the pale person of the
professional prohibitionist you will find a man
with no scrupulous rega d to the truth. Whether
the flabbiness of his moral fibre is clue to total
abstinence or to narcotics, is a question that
science has not yet solved, but that intellectual
dishonesty is a characteristic of him is a propo-

sition that btscomes self-evide- from a study of

his own arguments. This state is today full of H
"dry" agitators who are going about uttering H
statements which have been disproved in every H
campaign they have been engaged in. Only the H
other day the newspapers quoted the assertions H
of one of them with reference to the benign H
effects of prohibition in Kansas, and these aa- -

scrtions are so absurdly untrue that more than H
a year ago the editor of the Vindicator, the lead- - H
ing Prohibition journal of the United States, took H
occasion to deprecate the use of them. And this H
editor, by the way, mournfully admits that Pro- - H
hibition is a failure in Kansas and other states, H
and makes this admission the foundation of an H
argument in favor of national prohibition. H

The truth of course is that wherever prohibl- - H
tion has been enacted it is worse than a failure. H
Everywhere, as in Maine, the illicit saloon is the H
product of prohibition, and where the illicit saloon H
thrives there is bribery and general corruption. H
These are facts not to be gainsaid in any state H
where there, is prohibition. In the circumstances H
how are we to account for the Prohibitionist? H
In a measure on the hypothesis on which we ac- - H
count for almost every kind of crank the hy- - H
pothesis of pure cussedness. The exception is H
the professional Prohibitionist. He is a reformer H
for revenue. Town Talk. H

How to Get Ahead
Financially

INVEST YOUR MONEY IN OUR 6 PER CENT FIRST MORTGAGE
REAL ESTATE LOANS.

Real Estate is accepted as the basis of all values and the safest
of all securities.

. We offer Salt Lake mortgages as a safe and profitable invest- -
"

ment, combining liberal return, absolute security and cash avail
ability. This investment is thoroughly time-tried- , panic-teste- d and
backed by twenty-si- x years of our experience.

We have never .had one foreclosure.

If you have surplus on which you desire immediate income, call
or write
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Here is a hint to recent purchasers of auto- - H
mobiles on the best way to keep their car always WM
in good condition. First investigate the uses of ll
all the tools, and then lock them up, and keep jH
them locked up until something happens. The H
fellow who is always using a monkey wrench is H
the one who is oftenest in trouble. H

Helter Wihat sort of town is New York? H
Shelter Judge for yourself. Two of its bor- - H

oughs are named after cocktails. Judge. H

"Look herel I can't lay any goldan eggs if you're going to keep chasing me." H
From "Concerning Municipal Ownership' E


