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H Los Angeles with its seven iiundrod "jitney"
H busses has seven hundred troubles and the pub- -

H lie and the newspapers are demanding that the
H city council pass an ordinance that will put strict
H regulations on the operation of those auto busses.
H Regarding their use, the Los Angeles Graphic
H says:
H "A timely contribution to this
H topic has been made by Mayor Rose who in vig- -

H orous language has recited certain facts as to
H the economic conditions entering into the sub- -

H jeet of street occupation by auto-busse- He
H points out that, originally, the streets were dedi- -

Hj cated to and used for the ordinary forms of traf- -

H flc, horse-draw- vehicles, horsemen and pedes- -

H trians. When additional burdens were imposed,
H in the nature of street cars, the latter became
H amenable to regulation by franchise restrictions.
H Undoubtedly, the "jitneys" are a similarly added

fl burden not contemplated in the original dedica--

H tion of our thoroughfares, hence it follows that
H the city has the Indubitable right to regulate and
B restrict this form of traffic.
M "Attention is called to Traffic Officer Butler's
H recent reports, showing the abnormal increase in
H accidents involving the auto-busse- s, and his rec- -

H jmmendations are deemed worthy of earnest
B consideration. Taking the first nine days of De- -

H cember as a basis of computation, he finds that
H the aveiage number of accidents daily has in- -

H creased more than GO per cent since November 1.
H There were G01 accidents last month, 4G3 in Oc- -

H tober, and 39G in September. August 1 only one
H "jitney" license has been taken out; now there
H are upward of 700 auto-busse- s in operation. The
H recklessness and incompetence of drivers are re- -

h sponsible for many of these accidents, notes the
H mayor. He agrees with Lieutenant Butler that

the former may bo suppressed by vigorous prose-

cution, but the latter can be eliminated only
by a system of examinations. The suggestion c

the traffic officer to permit halts only at stated
intervals, to pick up and discharge passengers,
he regards as commendable since it will have a
tendency to relieve the congestion in the busl
ness district, which is now traversed by upward
of 1,000 auto-busse- s every hour, allowing forty
minutes to each run. It is figured that four cents
of the single far taken in by the 'jitney" drivers
go out of town for supplies, whereas the same
ratio stays here, Insofar as the street railways
are concerned, labor getting three cents, taxes,
license, street improvements and material claim-

ing one cent, while interest on the bonded in-

debtedness gets much of the remaining one-fift-

' Facing an estimated loss of $750,000 a year,
due to the autobusses activities, it is inevitable
that street railway employes mus bo laid off and
all extension work stopped to meet the reduced
income, so that, in a measure, the entire city is
at a disadvantage by reason of this loss in rev-

enue. These economic conditions must be d

in dealing with the auto-buss- whose
operators make a fair living, but are able to set
aside nothing for depreciation Mayor Rose ad-

mits that he has plenty of sympathy for the "jit-

ney" drivers, but "safety first" is a motto that
Los Angeles has adopted and to assure the ap-

plication of this doctrine to our streets it is im-

perative that an ordinance insisting on regular
service over stated routes, liability insurance, lim-

iting the overload to a safe figure, exacting a per-

centage of receipts by increased license fees,
eliminating incompetents by a system ut exam-

ination, and in other directions reducing the
dangers to a minimum is the only solution of this
problem. The mayor closes his virile statement
in these words: 'To dally longer in our present

state of irresolution and inaction is to be guilty
of gross injustice Jo the people. If I have ex-

pressed myself strongly, it is because I realize
the necessity for so doing. Other cities, much
smaller than Los Angeles, have not hesitated to
grapple with this growing menace and it is time
that wo took drastic action to insure the raaxi- -

mum of protection with the minimum of dangerSjy
to the public."'

While the above presents certain phases of
the "jitney" situation elsewhere, there are a num-

ber of things that are not ouched upon that are
apparent in the local situr on if one wishes to
take a moment or two to consider. When the Harri-ma- n

interests took over the street car system in
Salt Lake, it was a case of practically building
it from the bottom, and a large amount of money
has been spent in perfecting the system. When
it was acquired, the physical condition of the
road, the cars, in fact everything about it was
about as bad as could be and the Harriman p rj
pie went to work to make it a real street car &

system, and accomplished it only after a great
outlay of money and years of labor.

There's another fact to consider; the com-

pany which is now the Utah Light and Traction
company is not only obliged to meet the expense
of paving between its tracks and for a distance of
two feet on each side of them, but is also com-

pelled to meet the expense of p of these
pavements. There is another fact which is per-

haps lost sight of by the general public; while
the street railway department of the company
pays, the per cent of profit is so very small that
to handicap it would not only work a hardship
on the company and its large force of well paid
men as well but the public in general, and in as
much as Salt Lake is getting an excellent service
thoroughly adequate for its needs, there is no
reason why the "jitneys" should be allowed to
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