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Bij The following communication rrom uen DaviH,

H 'secretary of the Street Auto Service, (Incorpor- -

Bj atod) operating the Jitney busses was received by
B us during the week, and we take pleasure in pub- -

B t lishlng it as in the .interests of fair play, we are
B always ready to publish any reasonable amount of
B argument on both sides of any subject taken up.

letter reads as follows:tThethe Editor, Goodwin's Weekly,

H City- -

B l Dear Sir: .

B ' I 'have just finished reading your article in
fl Goodwin's Weekly of January 2nd entitled: "Stop
B the Jitneys in time. '

B You quoted an article from the Los Angeles
B Graphic, in which Mayor Rose calls the attention
B of the city council to the subject of street occu- -

B patton of auto busses, in which ho refers to the
B U Jitney busses and its wonderful increase in busl- -

B ness. To tills article he adds: Tuere,s another
B' fact to consider; the company which is now the

BT Utah Light & Traction Co. is nL only obliged to
Bj meet the expense of paving between its tracks
Bi and for a distance of two feet, on eacii side of
B them, but is also compelled to mcoc the expense
B of p of these pavements. There is another
B tact which is perhaps lost sight of by the general
B J public; while the street railway department of

H the company pay, the per cent of profit is so very
Br I small that to handicap it would not only work a

B' t hardship on the company and itb large force ot
Bh well paid men as well, but tlie public in general,
gf and Inasmuch as Salt Lake is getting an excellent
Hpf 'service tlioroughly adequate for its needs, there
BU is no reason why the Jitneys should be allowed to

B parallel its lines and cut into .its legitimate rev- -

Hrf enue "without paying heavily for tlie privilege
B If there were any crying need for a Jitney service

B- -. here, there would be no objection to the opera- -

B tlon of tlie busses, but as the matter stands, there
Bft is every objeotlon. Wo do not know or wnat oene- -

K( lit they can be to the general public, and
B. if there is any benefit derived from them, it is to

Bf be had only by the men employed to operate
K&- them, and even that would be nil, if, in their op- -

P) eration, the railway company would be of neces- -

WM sity be obliged to lay off any employes. It is up

B . to the city commission to take the matter in hand
B at once

B You will note in this article that Mr. Goodwin
K says that Salt Lake is getting an excellent serv- -

B ice thoroughly adequate for its needs, after which,
Bl I would like to ask if Mr. Goodwin, or the writer
H) of this article, has ever had occasion to take a

B street car in tlie evening from 5:30 to 7:30 and
B been forced to hang on a strap Because there
Bj were no vacant seats. If so, does he consider the
B. street car service adequate? He also implores the
Bl fact that any other public utility should enter the
B, field in competition with the street railway com- -

Bj pany, that it would cut into their legitimate profits.
Bj I would like to ask if the Harrlman syndicate
B purchased the street railway in the first place, if
Hi they would have acted in this manner toward
K any other competitor that might have been in

$ their way. Did they hesitate to build a railroad
into a territory because it would have

erred with some other railroad operations? 1

iline not.
I have never ridden on a Jitney bus and have
financial interest in tills concern, and I do not

, to have, but as a citizen and taxpayer, I
H certainly believe that any competition, such as

K the Jitney bus is giving the street railway is fair,
and the public gets the benefit. I would like to
ask tlie writer of this article if he was in a hurry

!H to reach some destination and just missed a car
and the Jitney bus came along and would land
him at Ms destination in less time for the same
fare, would "his loyalty to the street car company

I prevent him from riding this bus? Wouldn't the

I

writer consider this a great benefit to him, and if
a benefit to him, it stands to reason that it would
bo a benefit to other people in like circumstancts.
'ihero is no reason why the Jitney bus should not
be held as a great boon to the public of this
city.

The people behind the Jitney bus cars repre-
sent solid, substantial Salt Lake business men
and property owners, who reside here and pay
taxes. Money spent with the Auto Street Service
Company does not go to New York, Boston and
other eastern cities as is the case when Utah
Light & Traction Co. dividends are paid. Cars
are now being built in Salt Lake City and most
extensive improvements are contemplated for the
future, in which scores of Salt Lake people will
find employment.

The public and the city commission should not
lend its good offices toward throttling this public
enterprise.

Yours very truly,
STREET AUTO SERVICE,

By BEN DAVIS,
(Die.) Secretary.

After perusing the above carefully, we feel
sure that Mr. Davis has never ridden in a Jitney
buss and has no financial interest in the concern.
Possibly that is why he is the secretary of the
incorporated company operating the busses. But
what is neither here nor there, insofar as tlie
question goes as to whether they should have a
right to operate or not without paying well for
the privilege in competition with a concern that
has been and is a great factor in building up this
community and incidentally, we will admit, bene-

fiting themselves thereby to a certain extent.
Mr. Davis says that money spent with the

Street Auto Service company does not go to east-

ern cities as is the case when the Utah Light &

Traction company dividends are paid. We be-

lieve Mr. Davis was here before the Harriman
people took over the street railroad, which was

then a disgrace, and who since through years of
work and heavy expenditure have made it what
it is. When money stayed at home in the old
lays under the old incompetent management, did

the people of this city reap one-tent- h of the bene-

fit in service or financially that it does through
the operation of the present company? We think
not, in fact, know.

Mr. Davis asks if the writer has ever had oc-

casion to take a street car from five-thir- to
seven-thirt- y and been forced to hang on a strap
because there were no vacant seats. The writer
has, between those hours, both in the evening
and in the morning and still maintains that the
service as a whole is adequate for the present
needs of the community, all . things considered,
though there could be improvements at the rush
hours on one or two lines and if the company is

lax in making them, there is an easy remedy.
However the Jitney busses do not answer the
need that might arise from a congested condition
of cars for an hour or two and besides that is
not the only time they orun. They may be ob-

served any day making no better time than a
street car, by going just ahead of it, picking up

all they can carry, making traffic a menace and
inconveniencing the vast majority of people using
the cars for the possible benefit of a few who may
think they are so busy that they must get Iiome
or back to their office a minute or two anead of
time.

In regard to whether tlie Harriman syndicate
would hesitate to build a railroad line through
a territory because it would have interfered with
some railroad, we think it would not have stopped
for a minute. We do not know of any railroads
that are eleemosynary institutions, but that has
nothing to do with the local case and we believe
course in this day and age of persecution of big

that even railroads should have their rights. Of

business, that is hardly the thing for anyone to

admit, but we do it without compunction. The
writer's objection to the Jitney busses being al-

lowed to run without paying for the privilege is
not because he dislikes the Jitnoys and far bo it
from him to be so prejudiced as not to ride in
one, but our argument iB solely on the question
of fairness to people who have npent and are
spending millions of dollars here without any ufip
great returns for their outlay. They are entitled
to a certain amount of protection and if there is ,'

a demand for the Jitneys and they are needed, '.
and extensive improvements are to be made as '

explained in the communication of Mr. Davis, the
company can certainly afford to pay a revenue to

'the city for being allowed to operate.

HYRUM DUNN, GLOBE TROTTER
i

"Glad to see you, Hyrum, where have you
been?" says I, as old friend Hyrum, down to
two hundred and eighty on account of recent ill--

nesslareezed into a show shop the omer night. '
"East, brother, east," responded Hyrum, erst-

while pride of Payette and president, general
manager, and T. P. A. for the Payette Valley rail-

road positions he relinquished with grief when
the Short Line insisted upon taking the line over,
and paying him real money for same.

With his wealth secure, he immediately devel-

oped a luxurious Illness, and started for Baden-Bade-

but the kaiser beat him to it, so he --

changed his routing and left me rattlers at
Waukesha.

"What was the main idea?" he was asked.
"Kidneys, brother," he replied, a little proud

at being an invalid no kiddin', the kidneys. All
right, though; just needed a manicure not
enough stimulant in tlie old days, you know But
let me tell you I'm in a hurry for I understand
the old home town here is going to have a chicken
show, and right after that I'm going to the coast,
stopping at Oakland first. Why Oakland? Well,
because I want to call up 'Windy (John Critch-low- )

from there and say "Hello, "Windy," ' like
that and I'll ibet that poor simp will leave the
store early that day.

"But that has nothijng to do with this health
resort I was at. A great place that, con't mrss it."

"Second day there, I ate everything in sight."
"You eat like a horse," sez the doctor.
"I got your number vet," sez r, you're a horse

uuuiur.
While I was there I lost two suspender buttons.

"I saved the buttons," said Hyrum. "One day i.
saw a tailor shop. I walks in and said, 'Sew on
the buttons.' He did It."

"How much?" sez I. 'Fifteen cents a button,
thirty cents,' sez he.

"Is the rent due?'' sez I. "Nope," sez he, ana
looked right out the window. But that's what
you get for being a railroad maggot when you are
away from home. I have been wondering ever
since though, if two buttons were worth thirty ty
cents, what a suit of clothes would cost at the
same place. If I'd fallen for anything like that,
I'd be working for that bohunk forever."

"Well, so long, I'll give your regards to
'Windy.' "

The nouveau riche have been used as the
butt of many a joke, but Rena Detling renders a
new version:

"A stout, over dressed woman, talking to a
friend said:

" 'Yes, since John came into his money we
have a new country home, horses, cows, pigs, hens
and ' 4

" 'That must be charming,' broke in the other.
'You can have all the fresh eggs you want and

" 'Oh, well,' hastily interrupted the first
speaker, 'of course tlie hens can lay if they like
to, but in our position it isn't at all necessary.' "

Young's Magazine.

i


