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; STATE WIDE PROHIBITION ? I
An Open Letter to the Legislature .

I $ Il By C. C. GOODWIN

Gentlemen:
J A bill calling for 'state-wid- e prohibition is now

t pending in the legislature.
J In view of that fact we, believing that we have

the best interests of the state, both moral and
material at heart, hereby most earnestly and sol- -

1 emnly protest against such legislation.
,,, Some of our reasons for such protest are here- -

f by submitted.
When the pioneers entered Salt Lake valley,

, they were under the guidance of their prophet
and seer, Brigham Young.

For eight years he was governor of Utah.
I For forty years the dominant church had full
7 control of all constructive legislation in this ter- -

1 ritory.
tf!

' We search the statutes passed during those
V years, but find vo word to indicate tliat either the

Mormon people or church had any thought of es-

tablishing prohibition 'by law.
Tracing the history of those years, we further

find that one of the first manufacturing plants
established in the territory was a distillery for
the manufacture of a compound containing all
the fighting attributes of moonshine whiskey, and

j tfiat the seer and 'prophet of the Latter-da- y Saints
was the senior partner in that enterprise; not
only in the manufacture, but sale of the com
pound.

, Further, that the sale of the product was at
. first carried on in the church stores; that when

the Z. C. M. I. was founded, it was from the first
the chief agent for the sale of liquors throughout

' all this region.
Hence when later, men engaged in the busi

J ness, they were justified in the belief that it was
a business that was held as legitimate, and, un- -

i der proper restriction, would be protected, under
i, the written laws and by the sanction of the com- -

W munity.
$ Hence the present rage can only be construed

as due to the fanaticism of men and women, who,

I in the ecstacy of their zeal, forget the very holi-

est of their maxims to do unto others as they
would that others do unto them.

I We have exulted in the progress of our state.
I When men have built new structures, or op- -

4 ened new mines or redeemed and made productive
i tracts of land from the desert, wo have rejoiced

at their efforts and enterprise and told how many
poor men they were giving employment to. This
has gone on until Utah, which for forty years was
but as a ship plunging and rolling under the lash- -

ings of raging hurricanes and angered seas, has

S& at last righted up and is running steadily now on

an even keel.
I ' But, as in all other states, a business depres- -

1 sion is upon us; many of the foremost business
t men are in debt; the utmost exertions of many

will be required to enable them to pull through;
the utmost charity of all for each other is needed.

Should the contemplated legislation culminate
in a statute, it would ruin or cripple many of the
men who from the first day of their residence in
Utah have been public benefactors.

We know, further, from the experience of
other states, that others by thousands would be
crippled in their business, that the revenues of
the state would be depleted; the schools and all
charitable institutions would be wounded; the roll
of the unemployed would be lengthened, and so
interlocked are" the business interests of the
state that thousands would suffer who never buy
or drink intoxicating liquors.

It may be said that if a great majority of the
people of the state desire prohibition, they
should have it. Yes, but on such terms as would
be just. The law says: No man shall be de-

prived of his property without due process of
law. Due process of law does not mean any vag-

ary that may possess the soul of a fanatical legis-

lator.
A great majority of the men whom Warden

Pratt at the penitentiary has charge of are under
his care because they, too, desired the sequestra-

tion of other men's property without due process
of law. Is the same desire dignified and made
righteous when it emanates from a member of a
legislature with whom the truths of history and
the experience of centuries count for nothing?

In some shires of England liko legislation to

this proposed has been passed, but in every case
the same law provides that full compensation
shall be made for all losses inflicted, and ample
time be given for adjusting business to the new

conditions. Is there any such clause in this pro-

posed bill?
Again, in this state, the rule is, that hefore

radical legislation which affects the property
rights of men shall become operative, it shall
first be submitted to a vote of the people. To
provide needed funds for the education of the
children of the state the most urgent duty of

the state no bonds can be Issued without the
approval by vote, not of the whole people, but of

the property owners against whose property the
bonds, if sold, will be a lien. Does this bill have
any such provision?

This confiscation bill in effect proposes to re-

duce the value of every business house, every
city lot, every acre of land in Utah, without con-

sulting the property owners. Was the absence of

such a provision caused by a fear that the honest
men "and women of the state would repudiate the
intended robbery?

When a blight comes upon a valuable food

product, when a great fire sweeps through a city,

when a freshet breaks a dam and destroys a M
ripening harvest, men are grieved and ruBh to the '

help of the sufferers; but when a proposition is M
to cause more property loss than has been M

ed by all the calamities that have fallen M

upiu Utah since the pioneers came here in 1847; M
the Pharisees, who every day thank God that M
they are better than their follow men, claim H
that the measure is in the interest of morality M

and good government and righteousness, and H
therefore justifiable, though it would ruin or crip- - M
pie thousands of the most valuable citizens of

' M

the state and though the measure would, if in ' M
operation, arrest, arraign, try, convict and fine or M

send to the rock pile the Savior of the world were H
He at His second coming to attend a marriage H
feast and perform again the first miracle that H
revealed to man His divinity, when on earth be- - H
fore. Moreover, who knows but what, If it were H
in this city, Chief Grant might undertake to arrest H
the Virgin Mother as an accomplice. H

If this proposed legislation r uld cryBtalize H
into a law, what then? H

A symptom would be doctored, not the dis- - H
ease; a cure for nothing, simply an irritant.

The passions and appetites of men can not be H
subdued by statute. fl

Legislation of this kind has never been effect- - j

ive save against races just freed from hereditary I

servitude, like the former serfs of Russia or the i

former slaves of the United States. But the at- - '

tempt does not stop with the efforts to enforce
the law.

It incites suspicion, distrust and heart-burning- s

among neighbors. It makes men dope fiends.
It opens a school where deception, double-dealin- g

and perjury are taught.
It breaks down self-respe- and respect for all

laws.
It swells inordinately the ranks of the unem-

ployed, for business men are not seeking to in-

augurate new enterprises, but rather are busy
closing up their unsettled affairs.

It curtails the state's revenues; it cripples
schools, churches, hospitals and all charities.

Young men no longer care to go back to the
land; rather they prefer to raise "blind pigs" in

the towns.
It puts in action the passions of men which .

finally benumbs their sense of right and gives a
blow to their patriotism.

It stops immigration, tourists avoid a state so
handicapped, new enterprises are not inaugurated,
for when one form of property is ruthlessly con- - i

fiscated by a state, no other property is safe. E
An injustice is just as much an injustice .when j f I

clothed in the borrowed robes of sanctity and H
proposed by a law-make- r, as when it comes under f M


