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The surprise of the week in vaudeville was
"The Garden of the Rajah," put on at Pantages
by Prank Newman and Charles Kent, presenting
David Reese, Estello McMeal and company. We
have never been guilty of paying undue compli-- 1

ments in these columns because local interest at
tached to an act, and so when we say the produ-

cers have got something, we mean it. There
is a go to the musical tabloid approaching the
professional, those of the company aside from
the principals, sing and dance well, the costum-
ing is pleasing and the stage setting attractive,

Cjfs; even if the 'background is Chinese rather than
Bengalese. But things are so mixed across the
seas nowadays, that it doesn't make much differ-

ence in what Betting wo find the natives of any
country.

Of course, "The Garden of the Rajah" has its
imperfections. Most gardens and tabloid musical
comedies have, but as a whole it is excellent, and
all of those who have had any connection with
the staging, producing or performing of the
piece, are entitled to considerable credit. Mr.
Reese is a professional and is usually in fine
voice. Mr. Kent is good, but should remedy his
tendency to drop the final "g" in a word ending
in "ing." Estelle McMeal has piquant beauty, ani-

mation, is extremely chic, sings well and shouldn't
have any trouble getting quite some distance in
vaudeville. She is lithe and graceful and emi-

nently fitted for the work she has in hand. Dor-

othy Hocking also acquitted herself splendidly in
her song with chorus, and all in all there were
numerous surprises in the cast. The book is dull
and labored and there are too many interpola-
tions of song hits that have done duty for a long
time, even if they are well sung. It is nearly time
that the layman was given a chance to sit
through a vaudeville performanco without "Tip-perary- "

or the "Chocolate Soldier." Possibly the
latter was a tribute to a local celebrity, and
mayhap the "Tipperary" is used with Wlnnepeg
on the circuit in view. The Sailors' Hornpipe and
the Irish Reel could also be spared. There is
nothing the matter with the dancing, but it is
scarcely so modern as the Submarine Shuffle
and the Fox Trot.

Of the other acts on the bill, the opening hit
is made by the "Minstrels De Luxe," in which
half a dozen girls are heard and seen in as many
songs and dances. The Transfield sisters follow
with a musical novelty and Burt Wesner and
company in "Father's Way," a little classic of

2 home life, have a touching sketch well acted and
r prettily finished. Skipper, Kennedy and Reeves

sing fairly well and there is also supposed to
be some comedy in their act, most of which is
spoiled by the effeminate stuff (assumed or nat-

ural) of one of the trio.
The pictures are a scream and well, that's

about all.

. ORPHEUM '

Three headliners top the show Steve Newman
stages at the Orpheum this week and tne re-

mainder of the bill fills in nicely so there's noth-- t

; ing to complain about, even if Salt Lake is being
, surfeited wUh vaudeville to the apparent exclu-

sion of the legit.
Alice Lloyd, Rebla and Isidor Fitszpatrick are

the headliners. That isn't Isidor's right name.
The program says it is Joe Smith, but he doesn't
look as though that is his name either. For that

matter Alice Lloyd is Mrs. Tom McNaughton and
Rebla whether that's his name or not, ho goes
for Sweeny, as the funniest juggler in the business
and alone is worth the price of admission.

Alice Lloyd is a little younger than ever this
season, and as usual 'brings along her usual
quota of exclusive songs which she seldom re-

leases to others except in cities where she is not
booked. Insistent audiences have kept her 'busy
responding to encores all week and she has done
it with that charm and pet iliar little manner she
has while putting over J1" r hits that has made
her such a favorite.

The Avon Comedy iFour have provided most
of the hilarity at the vaudeville shrine with
Isidor Fitspatrick, the star of the outfit. The
Boudini Brothers, always popular with people
who like accordeon music, have put on an en-

durance test twice a day all week. James
Thompson and company in "The Burglar's Union"
have some fairly funny nonsense. Leo Zarrell
and company start things off with a good acro-

batic act and Brenner and Wheeler In "The
Candy Booth' 'add little entertainment to the bill.
He can dance very well and she can sing fairly
but the book of their sketch is a bore and so is
the length of it.

'
OLD' FA VORITE LEA VJNG

George Barnum, that old histrionic favorite,
who was wont to direct the Belasco stage and,
incidentally, grace its boards, has been in Los
Angeles this week on his way to Australia, where
he has signed with the J. C. Williamson Com-

pany, Limited, of His Majesty'B Theatre, Sydney
for the ensuing season, to do character parts says
the Los Angeles Graphic. He is the same effer-

vescent, 'entertaining raconteur. In the brief visit
we liad together he recalled that

night when we gathered around the big
table at dinner with Richard Mansfield as our
honored guest his last appearance in California

when George reminded the distinguished actor
of the only time they had ever met. It was this
way: Barnum had been invited by Mansfield's
stage manager to come on to Boston to take a
character part in "The First Violin." Recites
George: "When I reached the theatre a rehear-
sal of the play was in progress and my lines
were thrust into my hand and I was pushed for-

ward. I had never seen the play, let alone read
it. As I ambled to the front, awkward enough, I
expect, a voice from the murky depths of the
theatre, nervously tense, cried out:

" 'Who is that?'
'"I mildly responded, 'Mr. Barnum.'
"'Humph! Are you a man of intelligence?'
' This was a staggerer. I answered that I had

been credited with possessing ordinary good
sense.

"'Indeed!' with a rising inflection.
"Thinks I, this is my dismissal and I fell back

from the footlights, recovering my poise as I re-

treated. Then I wheeled and explained my
total unacquaintanco with the play and that I
had only that hour arrived in the city. Another
maddening 'Humph!' upon which I laid down my
book and left the stage and the company.

"Then for fifteen years I did not meet Mr.
Mansfield until the night of that dinner in Los
Angeles, when, following a speech I was called
upon to. make, Mr. Mansfield not only expressed
a desire to meet me, but ended by offering me
the stage management of his company at my own

terms. 'I have been in your company before,
Mr. Mansfield for five minutes I reminded
him. Ho expressed astonishment, whereupon in
the presence of yourself and Louis Vetter, I re-

lated the circumstances and wo both laughed in
a hearty laugh. Poor Mansfield! He was one of
the really big actors of the American stage in
Bpito of his eccentricities."

George Barnum, when in Salt Lake a year ago,
was stage director of the Utah Stock company as
well as character man, and 'has' a host of good
friends here who will be glad to hear of his
whereabouts.
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