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I WITHHOLD APPRO VAL OF PLAN OF
SO VEREIGN STA TE FOR JE WS

gentiles carve a sovereign Jewish stateWILL of Mohammedan territory as one o the
H results of tho war? Plow about a kingdom or a
H republic or a suzerainty of Palestine, with a Jew- -

m ish monarch or president or prince, to rule a
H Jewish land?

M The diplomats of Europe are bidding the Jew
H' believe the thing will come to pass. Constantly
H' bulletins come from over tho ocean setting forth
H that a sure result of the present conflict will be
H an out and out Jewish Palestine, with the chosen
H people in full control. It is to make no differ'
H once which side wins. If the Allies are success- -

H ful then the sovereign state of Palestine is to be
H erected through a seizure of territory from the
H Turk for his pro German activity. If the kaiser

m is victorious then the same sovereign state of
M Palestine is to be created as a reward for the aid

H given Germany and Austraia by hundreds of
1 thousands of Jewish soldiers. Turkey is to be
M compensated with some of the British posses- -

1 slons contiguous to the sultan's domain.
H Now it might naturally be supposed that the
H proposal to erect a sovereign state out of the

m holy land "would meet with the approval of Jews
H everywhere. It was with this view of the situa--

H tion that I started out to call on one of tho chief
H exponents of Zionism in New York City and get
H him to clinch the surmise. I had just been read- -

H ing the following definition of Zionism:
H "Zionism is the name of the attempt on the
H part of the Jews to bring the land of Israel into
H the center of Jewish life. The modern Zionist

M movement is about a generation old. Zionism op- -

B poses the assimilation, the absorption of the Jew
m by tho peoples among whom he lives.

H "Zionism has emphasized the fact that the
B land of Israel is today, and has never ceased to
1 bo, the center of Jewry. Here Judaism may de- -

H velop in its own atmosphere and upon its na- -

H tive soil. Here, at last, the Jews may be a ma--

m jority and not as everywhere a minority.
H "In Palestine itself the Jews have proved con- -

Hj clusively their ability to become farmers. The
H Btory of shopkeepers and tailors and students
H who have made the desert to bloom as tho rose
H is a romance in which the heroism and devotion
Hj and hard labor of Jewish national frontiersmen
H may be found in generous measure.
H "With a center in the land of Israel and well
H ordered communities among the nations the Jews
H will be on the road to realizing the ideal that
H Zionism places before them."
H But instead of his showing approval I found
H the Zionist cold as ice toward tho suggested
H seizure of tho Holy Land from tho Turk and the
M creation of a sovereign Jewish state. I heard
Hj the Turk actually defended. I listened to argu- -

K ments from tho Zionist point of view intended to
H demonstrate that the present political situation
H in Palestine was not at all unsatisfactory to the
H Jew.
H Nobody disputes that Rabbi Judah L. Magnes
H is about the foremost advocate of Zionism in New
H York. A forceful speaker, he has often presented

the Zionist argument In public in a convincing
manner. He possesses much personal charm, and
even those who may not agree with him are im-

pressed by his earnestness. I found him at his
desk in the Hebrew societies building. He was
tho center of a radiating group of telephone
cords, and when he wasn't talking over one of
three or four telephones in English, German or
Hebrew he was talking to mo. And I think the
telephones got tho better of it.

"Cable despatches say that Palestine is to be
erected into a sovereign state at tho close of the
war," I said to Dr. Magnes. "Is not that wel-
come news to the Zionists all over tho world?
Have you planned what you will do in the way
of government when you take hold?"

Dr. Magnes smiled enigmatically, waved his
hand in a negative way, and said: "Neutral."

"Neutral What has that to do with the Holy
Land's being taken from the Turk after the war,
and with the realization of the hopes of vast
numbers of Jews?"

' The Zionist organization as an organization
is in all countries of the world, and particularly
in America, endeavoring to preserve strict neu-
trality." Dr. Magnes said this slowly and in-

cisively, and his enunciation gave an expressive-
ness to tho word "neutrality" beyond its every-
day significance. Neutrality to him, apparently,
meant an obligation to watch out against biassed
utterances constantly.

"In tho sense just uttered neutrality must im-

ply, necessarily, strict Zionist loyalty to the Turk-
ish empire! Tho reason for this is that Pales-
tine is a Turkish province!" Dr. Magnes added.

One of the bevy of telephones claimed him at
that instant, so I had a chance to conceal my
astonishment. What was this, I thought, the Jew
siding with the Mohammedan in opposing the
wish of the Christian?

"Yes," went on Dr. Magnes, "the Jews in
Palestine have always been treated hospitably,
and it is a matter of course for tho Zionist or-

ganization to be strictly loyal to the Turkish
empire, just as the Jews of all countries are
loyal to their respective governments.

"Tho Zionist theory is that the Turkish em-

pire, which is composed of a number of nationali-
ties, is in tho process of developing forms of
government which would permit each of the vari-
ous nationalities to live out its own national life
and to develop its national culture, while at the
same time forming an integral part of the Otto-
man state. Signs are not lacking now in Pales-
tine that tho policy for which Zionism stands
among the Jews will be applied to all of the com-
ponent peoples ruled by the sultan.

"The reports from English and French sources
to tho effect that as an incident of the war the
Jews are to be granted Palestine by England and
France are giving considerable concern to the
Zionist organization. Although individual mem-

bers of the Zionist organization naturally have
varying views as to the outcome of the war the
Zionist organization as an organization, as I have
already pointed out, aims to preserve a strict
neutrality.

"Possibly the good treatment which Jews
have received at the hands of the Turk may be
ascribed to a focusing of a common racial origin,
or an origin partaking of many of the same char-

acteristics. In the far past Jew and Turk have
possessed many similarities. Many things in
language and customs have a root agreement. Re-

ciprocal influences may operate without either
understanding why it is so. At any rate the Jew
In Turkey does not report bad treatment, and be-

cause of this he feels his loyalty is justly obliga-

tory.
"Individually I shall express no opinion as to

tho outcome of the war, and as an organization I

know Zionism will not. As for Palestine, well,
it is almost unfair to ask a Zionist at this critical

time to discuss it at all. Some little word, or
phrase might be caught up that would magnif
by repetition and place Zionism in an entirely
wrong light. j

"One little wrong rendering of a sentence could
convey the idea that Zionism stands with aggres-
sive sympathy for one side or the other. This
would not only be untrue but be unjust and harm-- ,
ful. We must be and we desire to be abso-
lutely neutral, and in Palestine, surely, loyal to
Turkey. Too much of benefit to Jewry has al-

ready been launched there successfully for us
not to respect the power that has made it possible
and permissible.

"The desire of the Jews for the development
of a strong Jewish settlement in Palestine is
naturally bound up with the history and hopea of
the Jewish people for many hundreds of years.
The English government several years ago offered
tho Zionist organization cossiderable stretches of
land in Uganda for Zionist settlement there. This,
however, was rejected by the Zionist organization
in its whole hearted devotion and loyalty to Pal-

estine."
"Then, since Palestine is so overwhlemingly

desired, why may not a Zionist, while loyal to
Turkey, express the hope that victory may come
to the powers most cetrain to place him in con-

trol in the land of his fathers?" 1 asked.
But Dr. Magnes smiled again enigmatically,

waved his hand negatively and uttered the word,
"Neutral."

Tho syllables kept ringing in my ears as I

went out. They continued ringing all the way
up to the residence of Rabbi Samuel Schulman,
pastor of Temple Beth-E- l. They suggested the
question, "What do England and France mean by
offering to erect Palestine into a sovereign Jew-

ish state if the Jewish people don't want it?"
Rabbi Schulman seemed to offer a solution of
tho problom. He is a fervent anti-Zionis- t. I

argued that if the Zionist wished to remain loyal
to Turkey they might not be the Jews to whom
England and France were promising Palestine.
And if they were not the Jews, it must be those
of the opposite opinion. Hence, Rabbi Schul-

man and the anti-Zionis- might reveal the trend
of their desire.

P had not been seated in Dr. Schulman's
house half a minute before I faced the neutrality
barrier again. The anti-Zioni- rabbi and the
Zionist rabbi were in exact accord on this point.
I began to look upon the word with more and
more awe.

"I have answered Dr. Magnes's contentions
concerning Zionism long before this," said Dr.
Schulman, his grave, scholarly face reflecting the
intenseness of his utterances. "We of course do

not agree on this topic proper, to say nothing of
the application of the disputed tenets to the im-

mediate war situation.
"It is in my opinion inadvisable seriously to

discuss the rumors and echoes of rumors con- -

cerning Palestine which come to us across the
sea in connection with the present terrible war.
In the first place, as a good American I would
follow in spirit and in letter the president's coun-

sel of strict nputrality.
"America has interests of its own. Both these

interests and the possibility of its being an im-

portant factor on behalf of humanity, freedom
and the rights of man when the war shall have
come to an end both the material and spiritual
interests of America should urge us to refrain
from taking sides in the war and expressing
opinions which might make it appear that we in
partisan spirit support one side or tho other. s$$

'That the president's neutrality has thus far
been perfect is to my mind proved by the dissat-

isfaction which in a measure it has caused the
extreme paitisans of both sides in tho war. (Fu-

rthermore, every sincere friend of the Jews should


