Thia vivid description of the bat-
tla of Tamplco was written by Ed-
mund J. Flynn, second class yeo-
man on the crulser Tacomsa. TFlynn
formerly was a newspaper reporter.
He has been In the navy three years
and is 24 ycars old. He was born in
newepaper atmosphere, as his fath-
er, Joseph Flynn, now living In Los
Angeles, Cal,, was for many years a
newspaper man in Alssourl,

As young Flynn watched the
fighting from his boat, he kept sav-
ing to himself over and over agaln:
“Wouldn't this make a bully story
for the newspapers.”

This Is his story. {1
-

BY EDMUND J. FLYNN.

At daybreak trainloads of Fed-
era] reinforcements began to arrive.
They came in frelght cara fammed
full inside and covered with straw
an top, where as many as could find
places to sit or stand were crowd-
ed, and In flat cara packed lke
gardines. Thera were flve train-
loads in all, and ae they erawled in
at sunrise with thelr eargo of about
2,000 red-blanketed soldiers, the
morning belng rather chlilly, they
presented a more pleturesque than
imposing appearance. Later It was
learned that these troops wera be-
ing driven In from small outlying
towns by the advance of the rebels.

The Admiral and hls staff came
on board’ shorlly after breaklast
and tha Tacoma then became the
flag ship of the detached squadron
of the Atlantic fleet. Shortly after-
ward the Mexican gunboat Bravo,
which lay about a quarter of & mlle
below us In the bend of the river

>DMUND J. FLYNN, cen-
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showing Waters Pierce Qil
Company Building and ar-
row showing where Ameri-
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ed firing of the Bravo. [)p-
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at the lower (eastern) end of the
city, was reported cleared for ac-
tion and the Federal Lroops were
reported entrenching themselves at
the opposite end of the city, where
a small, anclent fort is located,
which was the direction from which
the attack waes cxpected to come,
fa there are only two other vulner-
able polnts, one a large bluff aecross
the river from the e¢astern end of
the ecity, which, if galned by the
rebels, with any kind of artillery
would have placed the city entlrely
at thelr mercy, but which was pro-
tected by the Brave, and the other
by way of the rallroad, whic h erosses
a bridge a short distance out from
the northeastern ¢nd of the city,
but which was made Inaccessibla
when the bridge was burned by the
Federals, who had been! driven
gcross it that morning.

At about 11:30 a. m, esimullan-
sous with the receipt of a report
thit the rebe] advance guards had
become engaged with the Federal

outposts, rifie fire wus heard In the

direction of the Tederal entrench-

ments. At about the same lUme a
merchant steamer came up the river
and went alonzside thoe dock fiying
the Kngllsh man-o-war flag. She

had been chartered by the Britlsh

crulser Hermlone, which had ar-
rived off the mouth of the river that
morning to take English refugees on
board., An oll steamer dropped an-
chor aeross the river from the city
and displayed Holland man-o-war
colors, apd another merchant steam-
er was chartered by the German
erilser Bremen, and with the Ger-
man man-o-war ensign at her staft
tled up at the dock near the English
Eleamer. Flags began to appenr
over the roofs of bulldings In the

eltw.

A large concrete bullding, owned
by the Waters-Plerco Oll Company
floated the Stars and Stripes, It hav-
ing been appolnted as rendezvous

gan to malke preparations

darkness had settled, and
of the bursting war Implements be-
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Americans bhagan

place proved Inadequate,

than the wear-
and Spanish consuls could be seen

in a row near the center of the city,
and away out near the firing line on
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that night? Searvely would he hava
clozed hin eyes and heaved a deep
breath of rellef as he prepared to

feek much meeded rest sn slumber
when he would suddenlv be stariled
to his feet by a plercing shriek
which ended up in a long drawn
out howl as seme lusty lunged in-
fant volced Its protest agalnst the
unusual s=urroundings or a pre-
sumptuous safety pin, or perhaps
in averslon to wearing a plece of
hastily improvised under elothing,
gome of which had been gracefully
tended to anxious muthers by echint
petly officers who had torn up
some of their old shirts for that
purpose

The firing quleted down during
the night only ocecaslanal rifle shots
belng heard from the directlon of
the firlng line, although the Brave
continued to boom away at regular
intervals dropplng shells Into the
open field to preveni a rebel sor-
tle across it under the cover of
darkness,

The next morning word reached
us that the rebels had recclved re-
Inforcementa during the night and
ghortly after daybreak the attack
was renewed with Increased fury,
The confusion In the ecity now has
came emphasized. Torelgners who
had net left during the night car-
rled In their hands the flag of the
country to whieh thev belonged as
they traversed the streets, Other
non-combatants carried Mags of

truce.  The strects were patroled
by “rurales" (Mexlean mounted
pollee). Soveral of us woere |lean-

Ing over the rall Zazing In the di-
rectlon of the fightllng when =ome
one  dirvected my altentlon to n
place in the city about three blocks
away, where a “rurale’” was appar-
ently arguing with a native who
gtond across the strect from him.
Judging from the movements of
their arms the native was protest-
Ing agalpst an order glven him,
when the “rurale” suddenly drew
a revalver, ghot him, wheelad his
horse and rode off unconcernedly,
leaving the body lay where it fell
Later n couple of men passing Ly
pleked It up and carried It into a
nelghboring bullding, This, which
we chanced to witnes, was probably
only one of se2veral simllar scenos
ncourring throughout the efty.
Fhese  “rurales” are the mos
dreaded military  organizations In
AMexleo, It Is sald of (hem that they
never tnke a prizoner,
AMERICAN REFUGEES
TARIEN ON BDOARD,

In the “crow's nest” on our fore-

topmest, we had a lookout sta-

tioned who could signal from there
with the Chester, which was
around the bend of the river from
us, and could report an¥thing oc-
curring which could not be scven
below. It was learned by this
menns that the Chester was alao
overcrowded with Amerlcan refu-
gees, who had ewarmed In from
the small towns In the ofl districls
further down the river. Later iIn
the day I made my way up to Lhis

Ipokout station and viewed the bat.
tlefield with
entrenchments

fringe of trees at the top of a rise
concealment

he seen bursting

alde the river and distrlbuted them

among the battleships.

Tne lookout reported that the
Federals had just hanged a man to
a telegraph pole. I went aloft jater
and with the ald of the long glass
counted six bodles hanging to poies
and trees near the fort. It was
sald at first that these were Fed-
ernls whe had alttempted to desert,
but we found out later that they
were rebels who had been caught
attempting to sneak through the
Federal lnes during the night,

The rebels’ sirength wWas now es-
timaled between 6,000 and 7,000
and It was thonght that with a de-
termined effort they would be able
to take the clity. They as well as
every one else, however, seeming-
ly. underestimated (he fighling

soms of the leas timid Amerlcans

who had mnot taken advantage of
the opportunity offered them to
leave.

It was not untll two days later
that T had an opportunity to go
ashore. In company with a couple
of chlef petty officers 1 drove out
to the battle fleld. Along the road
Bs wo neared the fort were groups
of federal soldiers lounging abont
in the enclosure around the fort
and In several neighboring houses
and yards they wers crowded
around finactive. Yeot, when wa
reached the scens of the fighting
we found that little attempt had
been made to search it for bodies,
although over forty-elght hours had
passed since the last shot was fired.
Some of the dead were lying with-
out anything having been done for
them: others were plled up In the
trenches whera they had fallen,
and In most cases only partlally
burned.

Everywhere was evifence of the
fearful strugele which had taken
place. One house directly between
the firing llnea was riddled with
bullet holes. It had been converted
Into a wverltalle eleve. There waa
scarcely a square Inch of this buiid-
ing which had not been perforated.
In oune of the rooms I heard the
sound of mourning end thinking
that some dead had been found In
there by relatives I would not ven-
ture In, hut could not restraln the
curiosity which pro:mmpted me to
peek through one of the windows,
In a semiclrcle around a mantal-
plece was a group of men of the
type of Amerlcan adventurers
found !m these Central American
eauntriez uttering walls of lament.
Before them on the mantel, under
a slgn which read, *"The most ter-
rible ealamlity aof the whole war'™
was a quart whitky hattle with thes
seal intact. but which had two bul-
let hales through it and was en-
tirely empty.

Near a cemelery wa cama ugpon
g ecart which econtalned a couple
of wooden hoxes and three bodies
which hind fust heen plcked up In
a fleld ferther on. Most of the
tombstones In the graveyard wera
ghatiered Orange croves wera (orn
and ripped to pleces where shells
had  exploded Dead cattle and
horses were |ving all about In the
flalds. Iron telephone poles had
bullets sticking In them from top
{o botlom. Along a strest car track
which ran out in that direction we

trecs just as o shell burst amongst
them, I saw four men dash oot into

back and wien 1
another tima I suw

another shell

concealment
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enrthwaorks which

thatched-roof
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That nlght pazsed slmllar to tha
nrevious ane and on the next morn-

endeavor had

ba published
ine all noncombatants to leave the

transforred all
The Chester A1d the same.

The Wheeling then steamed

sirength of tho Brave for she was
undoubtedly the declding factor
in favor of the Federals, Although
it was clalmed that she was killing
more of her own men than rebels
Inter Investigation proved that
without her ald the rebels would In
all probabillty have captured the
city.

Just befare noon this attempt by
the rebels wus apparently being

made as the firing suddenly In-

ereased Into rapld volleys and Lhe

Briva's guns commenced banging
away almost incessantly. It was
of short duration. howaver, and
as (e rehels weore repulsed the
sounds gradually diminished and
finelly seottled down to scattering
shots agaln

That afternoon another Mexican
gunhoat. the Vera Cruz, stood up
the river and after disemharking a
load of TFederal relnforcements
continued up stream and came to
anchor In a position where If the
rohels attempled another nassault
they would be eanght In a crosa
fira hetween her guns and those of
the Bravo., The reliels must have
recnenized this fact for. althauzh
{rrezular firing continued all that
afternonn and night. when the
Pravo dronped a few shella over
thelr positions 'n the mornine no
response was made and at about
nnan It wus reported that they had
withdrawn

That afternoon a third Mexiean
gunhbopat, the Larogoza, arrived with
more troops, .

During the fight all business had
heen suspended in the clty, and
school honges and other publie
bulldings had been converted Into
temporary hoepitals where the
wounded who had been coming In
stpadily were heing cared for most-
lv by women who had valunteered
thelr services, amongst them belng

eamo upon a gpot whers a dynam'te
car had been exploded.

The ralls here swerved out sud-
denly around a large excavation
made by the explosicn in wWhich
were plled twisted axles and
wheels, all that was left of the car,
Nearby in one of the trenches blg
brown spots were discernable where
pools of blood had soanked In, and
seattered all about wers bloed
stained gurments, Near here also
was another scarcely recognizable
mass of nshes and charred flesh
amongst which could be distin-
gulshed the bones of bhumans and
horses,

‘*he horrors of war and the
brutal and uncivilized methods of
this especiar war were fully Im-
pressed upon me here.  And thesa
horrors are far (rom being confined
to the forces engaged In econflict.
Imagine the feelings of the peace=
loving c¢itizens whoe Thave Dbeen
forced to flee In terror and return
to find thelr homes, thelr cultivated
flelds and cultured orchards, results
of vears of patience apd labor, ut~
terly destroved Penniless, home=
less and without food, their catile
and their horses, which are now
dead, confllscated for use b¥ tha
ones who hiave wrought this rain.
Imagine the suffering of some of
the women who fled to the ships
which offered them protection,
where the best that could be dons
for them could not prevent them
from enduring unaccugtomed hard-
ships The morning following the
nlght the refugees were transferced
from our ship to the Wheellng in
open cutters, tho only way In w hich
this tranafer could be effected, and
again from the Wheeling to the
battleshipe on the open sea Ip tha
same manner, it was reported that
a child had Leen buran on the Rhode
Island,




