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Empire Case

Argued Before Jndge Skeen.J
At This Place, Last

Wednesday.
Tlic case of the Mercantile

Trust Company, of New York,
lees, vs. Empire Coal Land

Corporation was heard before
Judge Skeph,: of.the Wise cir-

ni court, in vacation, on last
Wednesday, in the law library
iif Irvine (it Morisou, at this
place.

The case is of unusual inter¬
est to the people of this section
and to the Rtato at large, by

ison of the $700,000 bond iB-
iie of the Ktnpire Coal Land
Corporation, which bonds are
held by the banks of this sec¬
tion and by individuals, and for
tho security of which a mort¬
gage was given to the Mercan¬
tile Trust Company on Septem-her 2, cm", oh tho holdings of
;he corporation.
Tho Empire Coal Land Cor¬

poration was organized and
chartered under the laws of the

iti of Virginia in August,
.', by John A. Ksser and as¬

sociates, with Join, A. Ksser, of
Dorchester, president; GeorgeII. Ksser, vice-president, and
It. B. Alsover, of Dig Stone
Cap, secretary and treasurer.

corporation owns about 15,-
acres of land in Ta/.owell

county, hear llichlands. The
inl mines and coking plants

are connected with the Norfolk
.v Western Railway at Itich-
lands by a branch line about
si \ miles long.
The corporation became fi

aancially embarrassed during
the panic of 1!«J7, and since
that time it has been unable to
raise suRicient funds to carry
in the development then under

On the first of March, 1011,
the corporation made default in
the payment of coupons on its
lirst mortgage gold bonds.

Ori April 7, 1911, suit was in¬
stituted by the Mercantile Trust
Company, of Now York, trio-
tecs, to foreclose tin* mortgage.The bill prayed only for the
right to take possession of the
mortgaged property and for the
appointment of receivers.
Oh April 12 Judge Skeeh ap¬pointed A K Monsun, of the

lino of Irvine and Morison, I
of this place, and 11. llard-
away, a well known coal
operator of St. Paul, as re
ceivers for the corporation, and
they qualified as such and took
over the property of the cor¬
poration and have administered
its affairs since their appoint¬
ment.

(in March 3, 1911; a commit¬
tee, consisting of Geh. K. A,|Avers, liön, K. T. Irvine and
lion. C. B. Slemp, all of this
place, was appointed by the
bond-holders of the corporationför the purpose of re-organizing
and financing the property,
with the hope that all unse¬
cured creditors might bo paid
off, and the corporation saved
from bankruptcy.
On Juno 10th, before the ar¬

rangements of the committee
for the re-organization of the
corporation could be matured,
l he unsecured creditors tiled a
ütition in the district court for

the western district of Virginia,
praying that the corporation
was adjudged a bankrupt, and
tho lirsl meeting of creditors
was set for August 25th, and K.
S Graham, of Tazowell, Va.,
was appointed trustee in bank¬
ruptcy.

This lirst meeting of credit¬
ors, which was held at Norton,
on the 25th of August, was at¬
tended by prominent attorneys
from BlUefield, Tozewelt, Bris¬
tol, Roanoke and Big Stone
dip, representing the unsecur¬
ed creditors, representing the
trust company, the receivers
and the bond-holders. At this
meeting an ordt r was made by
tho referee in bankruptcy, G.
11. Penn, of Roanoke, directingthe receivers of the statt! court
to deliver all the assets of the
corporation to the trustee in
bankruptcy. This the receivers
refused to do.
On October 12th, R. S. Gra¬

ham, the trustee in bankruptcy,tiled his petition before the cir¬
cuit court of Wise county, pray¬
ing that all the assets be turned
over to him.
The receivers and trustee

have agreed as to most of the
property upon which is includ¬
ed in the mortgage and which
is not. Lists will DO Bled, show¬
ing what they agreed on and
what they disagreed about.
When the case came up Wed¬

nesday it. was submitted on
briefs and also oral arguments.The Mercantile Trust Com¬
pany, trnste.-, was representedby Hon. It. T. Irvine. IL E. Mc-
Harg, of New York, who has a
lien on the property of }70,oiiu,
was represented by Hon. .1. K.
Bullitt, <>f this place; the re-
eiivers, Morisou and Hardn-
way, were represented by E M.and E. II. Fulton, of Wise,Phlogar. Powell. Price ov Shel
ton, of Bristol, and Hon. II, A.
Avers, of this place; It. S. (Ira-
ham, trustee in bankruptcy,
was represented by Henry ,Sr
Graham, of Tn/.owell; the unse
cured creditors were represented by ,1. Powell Hoynli, A. B.
Higgitihothaui and Ilannan &
Pobst, of Ta/.ewell, and other
well known legal lirms.
The question which was ar¬

gued before Judge Skeeu was
whether the trustee in bank¬
ruptcy has the right to the
mortgage properly of the cor¬
poration, which property was
taken over by the receivers dppointed by the state court.
Judge Skoon rendered his de¬

cision on Saturday, tho '2nd,
which in brief was as follows:
That the trustee in bankruptcy
was not entitled to any of the
property covered by the mort¬
gage, hut should there he a
surplus remaining after the sat¬
isfaction of the prior lien debt
and the mortgage debt, lie was
entitled to that surplus for the
benefit of the unsecured credit¬
ors; that all the property not
covered by the mortgage should
be delivered to the trustee in
bankruptcy.

Matlicson.Hanson.

A beautiful marriage was
solemnized on Wednesday even¬
ing at 5 o'clock in Anchor of
Hop,. Presbyterian church,
Max Meadows, when Miss Nan¬
cy McGavock Hanson became
the bride of Mr. Alexander
Church Matheson,of ltig Stone
(Jap, Va. Revj R, Gordon Math¬
eson, uncle of the groom, per
formed the ceremony, and Mr.
Eugene Thorn, of Austinville,
presided at the organ.

Immediately before tho en¬
trance of the bridal party Mrs.
A. (1. Crockett sang two selec¬
tions "Believe Me if all those
endearing young charms and
Mondelhesson's "Spring Song."
Miss Elizabeth Crockott, in blue
cloth suit and carrying laven¬
der chrysanthemums, was tho
maid of honor, and Mr. W. H.
Norris, of Culpepbr, the best
man. 'Tin- ushers were Messrs.
Julian Cox, of Bluefield; Joseph
Crockett, Cecil Mcllavock and
'Thomas Bimmermnn, of Max
Meadows; and William Thomas
and Joseph (i. Crockett, of
Wvtheville. 'The bride entered
the church on the arm of her
brother, Mr. W. W. Hanson,
w ho gave her away. She woro
a dark blue traveling suit, anil
her flowers wore brides roses.

'The bride belongs to one of
the most prominent families in
ibis section, and is the popular
and attractive daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. T. J. Hanson, of Max
Meadows, while the groom is a
rising young business man of
Big Stone ( lap, Va.

Mr. and Mrs. Matheson left
on the west hound train for
Nashville, where they will visit
relatives of Mr. Matheson.

'The out of town guests were:
Mr. Robert Hanson, of Bristol,
Mr. and Mrs. W, W. Hanson, of
Roanoke; Mrs. Nannie T. Gra¬
ham, Mrs. W. E. Kulton, Mis.
W S. Sayers, Misses Sallie Lou
Crockett, Bettie Moore, Laura
Mae HufTard and Cynthia
Crockett, of Wytheville..
Wythevillo Enterprise.

Wilson In Court Case.

P. St. Julien Wilson, state
highway commissioner, has
been summoned to Ta/.ewell
county to ligure as a witness in
the suit of the Luck Construc¬
tion Company against the coun¬
ty of Russell, with reference to
a certain road work done by
that comnauy for Russell coun¬
ty. Mr. Wilson has left for
Ta/.ewell. Richmond News
Leader.

School Notes.
Prof. H. H. Young anil Misa|Mary C. Pierce, of tho CitySchool Faculty, wore very much

missed during their absence
from school the latter part of
last week. They were delegatesfrom this school to the State
Teachers' Association, which
met at Norfolk. Miss Hunter
Tatum wits in charge of the
Principal's duties, and tilled
that office most efficiently;while Mrs lt. 1) Morrison, tho
evor popular substitute with
the pupils, ably performed theduties of the Seventh Grade
teacher.

Creed P. Kelly, of V. P. I.,
wan a most welcome visitor of
the Senior Class Friday. He
Hay8 that it is quite a "come
down" front a Senior to a
"Rat." Mr. Kelly i;i here spend.
in); the Thanksgiving holidays
with bis parents, Dr. and Mrs.
J. \V. Kelly
Thurston B. Stone spent

Thanksgiving with some of bin
old school friends. He is, in¬
deed, very much missed by the
Senior Class, and it iH hoped he
will return soon to resume his
school work.
The pupils were very much

disappointed when they were
informed that the Friday fol¬
lowing Thanksgiving would not
be a holiday. They bad work¬
ed very hard to get it, having
sent a petition to tho School
Hoard signed by most of the
pupils of the school. We un¬
derstand that the School Hoard
was perfectly willing for us to
baVe it, but some of tho touch¬
ers thought it best not to, ho
the Board repealed their deci¬
sion. It is all over now, and
we don't believe we are any
worse olT. At any rate, it willI
not have to be made up at tho
end of the school.

Carolina and Georgia
Ready for Opening of

Panama?

(Hv WiuiiTMA.M I). Konkivrs.)
In the annual report of the

Commissioner of Navigation
for 1910, Mr. Chamberlain says:
"The opening of the Panama
Canal in 1015 will doubtless!
load to a greatly increased de¬
mand for ocean transportation
facilities between the Atlantic
and Pacitlc coasts of tho United
States. It ought to give a pow¬
erful stimulus to our merchant
marine, but such will nut be tho]
case unless those directly con¬
cerned begin in the very near
future to prepare for the event.
Only a very short time remains
in which to make the necessary
arrangements.'' W h a t Mr.
(lhamoerluin .-ays in relation to
the merchant marine applies
most pertinently to the subject
these articles.
Referring to what 1 have said

regarding the movement of coal
to Charleston, Wilmington or
Savannah from the mines of
Stonega and other companies in
Southwest Virginia, the Coal
Trade Journal (New York) in
its issue of .November 29th says
editorially: "They (the arti¬
cles) illustrate the tendency of
traflic to follow established
lines and indicate that the more
matter of more easy access, ac¬
cording to the air-line distance,
does not of itself determine the
movement of tonnage."

1 have endeavored to show
that geographical."air lino".
distance proves, first, that the
ports considered ought to be
the fuelling stations for steam
vessels, both outsvard and home
bound, from K.uropean and Pa¬
cific ports, and, second, that
such fuel should be drawn from
Southwest Virginia and East¬
ern Kentucky. "But unless,"
to quote Mr. Chamberlain,
"those directly concerned be¬
gin in the very near future to
prepare for tho event, such will
not be the case." Kxport and
bunker coal will continue to be
taken at Hampton Koads, Mo¬
bile and New Orleans, as now.
As an item of information 1
will slate here that the Pitts-
burtf district now sends over a
million tons of bunker coal a

year in barges to New Orleans,
! while oyer n quarter of a mil-
' lion tous a year is bunkered at

Mobile. However, the pract^at the latter port is to take
only a sufficient amount
carry tho vessels to Norfolk ai
Newport News, where thl
take on Virginia's coal for tl
long trip across tbo Atlantic. [

Braty-Smilh Nuptials.
Hose Hill. Va., Nov. 2

marriage of interest to a wir|circle of friends in Lee count
and in other counties of South]
west Virginia was Bolemnizef
at Bonne's Path, this county, 01
Tuesday of this week, witel
Miss Mary K. Smith became tbl
bride of W, J. Braty. 'The Rev|Isaac S. Anderson. I> D.,this place, was the offtciatinl
minister. 'The nuptinls were
solemnized at the homo of the!
bride's parctits, with a number]of relatives and friends in at-
t ndance. It was the society
event of that section of the
county for the present week.
Miss Smith is a daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. ('reed K. Smith, and isl
one of the most popular and
highly esteemed women of the
county. The bride-groom is a
successful and popular young
man. He holds the responsible
position of depot agent for the
Louisville it Nashville railroad
at llubard Springs, this county.Tho young couple will make
thoir homo at llubard Springs.

The management of the

Amuzu Theatre
has secured at an
extra expense the

1911 BASEBALL WORLD SERIES
FÜR THURSDAY NIGHT

Owing to tho extra expense in
adding this feature film to our

regular service, for that night
only, prices will be loo and 20c.
livery baseball fan should BÖ0
Matheson and Bender in action,
and Baker's homo run with two
men on bases. Don't forget the
date.THURSDAY NIGHT.
DECEMBER 7th.

FITS
IN Stylish
NEW

Winter Suits
for Ladies.

Tailored to Order.

Goodloei Brothers,
Hie Stone Gap, Va.

Fall and Winter Dress Goods,
Men's and Boys' Clothing.

Big line of Notions,
U nderwear,

Hose.
I cordially un ite your inspection of these

goods and .solicit your trade, promising full
value consistent with price.

D. C WOLFE,
Big Stone Gap, Va.

You Save Money by Spend¬
ing Your Money at Wolfe's.
1 have just received a large, complete line of

SHOES
for men, women and Children,

JF\ BAKER,
ARCHITECT.

Plans, Specifications-"(//Details Furnished
1 hnv'a also, a (li st class repair shop, with cnpablo men In

charge to contract your work of nny kind; carpentory,
painting, plastorlng, plumbing, comont work, etc.

Am sales ngont for huiitling material, metal roofing, coil¬
ing, MiluiK. etc. CAN SAVE YOU MONEY.

Office. Room 13, Polly Building,
Shop, East 5th St. anil Hallway Avo.

I3ICS STOIVE GAP, 'V/A.

The Modern Santa Claus at Taylors' Store
Toys for the children are receiving our special attention at this

season. Our store is headquarters for minature electric railroads,
engines, saw mills, ^-rist mills and everything electrical; mechanical
automobiles, street cars, launches, steam saw mills, boilers and en¬
gines, colls, carts, wagons, magic lanterns, in fact, almost everyting"Santa" would wish the children to have.

Don't forget to vote for some little girl in our big doll contest.

Taylor & Son^,


