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OK KICK ?In Ll.irncs'.-i Itnililiiip. corner of Main
I'irst Streets, near tlie steamboat landing.
INT All communications, whether 011 Imsine**
or for publication should he addressed to the cdiit >r of the WASIIIKOTON .STANDAUII.
mi l

The Pacific Coast Survey.

"We copy the following article from
the Alia

California.

Much in it is of general interest to
our People, to many of whom is unknown, the weight of obligation they
are under to the gentlemen named, tor
a fund of information published to the
world in regard to the development and
geography of this Coast. AVe hardly
suppose that the name of George Davidson, Esq., the talented author of the
"Directory of the Pacific Coast" is new
to many of our citizens, especially those
engaged in commercial, and lumbering pursuits. To very many, the article
will be recognized asa truthtuland well
merited tribute to a young man, who has
martyred himself, in his untirifig zeal
in discovering and removing the obstacles to navigating the North West Pacific, and especially hi a dvertising to
the world, the topography and hydrography of our own Inland Sea, now so
well named as "the Mediterranean of the
?

North West."
Truly do wc join m the hope expressod in tiic article, that relief from the
arduous duties and tlie exposure incident to tlie labors of surveying the various hays, capes etc. upon our extended coast, will restore Mr. Davidson to

perfect health. Many devoted admirers
he has, and none more than ourself will
dcliirht to hear of his future success in
life, and his enjoyment of all of Heaven's choicest blessings.
l>ut we forget
the article, here it is.
THE COAST SURVEY ?TEN YEAR'S WORK
OF A PARTY?EXPOSURES
AND DAN
OERS ?ASSISTANT GEOIUSE DAVIDSON.
Thc early efforts of a portion of the
parties engaged in the survey of the
coast of California, and Oregon and
Washington Territories, are now matters of history. The trials, exposures
and escapes, arc no fancy sketches, but
the plain every-day story of a life,
which, in the pursuit of scientific investigations, were necessarily encountered.
The principal of the party, of whose
work a slight sketch is given below, is
now entirely broken down in health, and
on the steamer of the first of November,
Mr George Davidson took his departure East, a mere wreck, physically, of
his former self. We knew this gentleman when a boy, and when possessed
of an iron constitution, and now, after
the lapse of a few years, find him broken in health, and unfit for field work,
consequent on the exposure he has been
subject to. His mind thoroughly on
the work of the survey, little attention
was paid to bodily comfort; and after
ten years of arduous service, in which
a vast amount of work has been done,
he is compelled by failing health to quit
the active duties his position on this
coast required.
Mr. Davidson, under the direction
of the able Superintendent of the Coast
Survey, Prof. Alexander D. Bache,
came out to this coast in 18."»0, bringing
with him, as a corps of assistants, .las.
S. Lawson, A.M. Harrison and John
Rockwell.
So little was known at the time regarding the coast, that only very general instructions could be given, leaving
great discretionary power with the chief
of party. Mr. Davidson proved himself
equal to the emergency, and failing to
receive supplies of money from Washington, as expected, he applied to Collector Collier, an 1 succeeded in borrowing SI,OOO. This sum being useless for carrying on any work in the vicinity of San Francisco, he determined
to occupy an astronomical station at

,

portation furnished to Cape Flattery.
They remained in camp at Xce-ah Bay
about two and a half months, and for the
purpose of executing such topographical work as might be found desirable in
connection with the astronomical, Mr.
Lawson was ordered to report to Mr.
Davidson for duty, and continued with
the latter until he became chief of the
party in January, 1H<»8.
While at this place, the party (consisting of nine persons) were in continual
danger from the attacks of Indians, who
were very numerous in that vicinity.
A plot was made to kill them all and
plunder the camp, but was fortunately
discovered, and by showing themselves
prepared for the emergency, the Indians retired.
After that a regular guard
was maintained throughout the night.
In the execution of the topographical
work, the only way of getting along
the greater part of the shore line was
by a canoe, and the party was oftentimes placed in the most imminent dan-

most

prominent and important points

on the Pacific Coast, and to make a
survey for the purpose of selecting a
suitable site for a light-house. It was

rough to effect a landing at that
time, without incurring too great a risk
of life and property. It was also so
rough on the Humboldt Bar as to prevent the Arfirc from entering, else the
too

States a year,

when he returned

Representative*.

assumed charge of the triangulatiou
north of San Francisco, the execution
of which has been attended with such
severe work and exposure as most effectually to break him down; and finding himself physically unable to continue his arduous work, he left, at the
urgent advice of his physicians, for the
east. *We hope, under relaxation from
active duty, his health maybe restored;
though it is hardly possible he can recover to ever assume active field work
again, lie has done much to the credit
of the survey, and his labors have made
his name a part of the history of that
branch of the service on the Pacific
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B. No. 2?to authorise J. 11. Bush to
establish a ferry across the Columbia
river. Read first time.
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| copies of any newspaper published in
the Territory, or such number of each
as the person entitled thereto may select, for each member of the House.
ing the

*

ferred to committee on Ways and
Means. Lost.
i On motion of Mr. Ferguson bill re! ferred to committee on Judiciary.
Council Resolution No. 1 read first
| time. On motion of Mr. Van Vleet
rulc3 suspended and resolution read a
second time and carried.

;

or

;

House

NO. 5.

THURSDAY, Dec. 7.?Mr. Ferguson,
and on leave, introduced 11. B. No. I?to

Moved hv Mr. Hale that C. J. R. No.

1 read be ihirdfimc?passed.
On motion of Mr. Hale the Sergeantat-Arms was instructed to put wrappers
on all papers furnished to membess of
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11. B.No. 2 passed second reading.
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and has since remained in that position.
Mr. I), remained in the Atlantic

|

-IS ISSl'l'.l)

ger from the heavy surf beating against
the rocks and bold shores.
Early in October, the Actirc took the
party away and proceeded southward.
It was George Davidson's intention to
spend the winter at Cape JVendocino, for the purpose of accurately determining its position, it being one of the

j

THE VASIISCm STAMIAIIII.

Point Conception.
This was looked
upon as a very important point, as all
vessels passing through the Santa Barbarv Channel, the mail steamers included, had to make it, and its position
was so variously laid down on different
maps, as to render it somewhat an object ol' dread.
TIIE WORK OF 1 850.
days
Tn IT
from their arrival, the party left San Frnrieisco in the barque Burn'
All their
I'lim, for Point Conception.
instruments, equipage and stores, were
landed at the mouth of El Coso. The
party were Davidson, Lawson and
Rockwell, as Mr. IIarrison did not arrive in California for several weeks afterwards. Having no cook, a man was
hired to net in the latter capacity ; but
at the end of three weeks he got tired
of frying pork, and making detestable
coffee, and getting permission to go
down to Santa Barbara he forgot to return ; but had not forgotten to draw a
month's pay. During the remainder of
their stay, some two months, therefore,
the officers were under the necessity of
performing all kinds of labor.
At the conclusion of the work at the
place, the instruments, tents, and all
the equipage that could be taken away,
were packed on mules to Santa Barbara: and after remaining there three
weeks, the party took passage on a iisliWhile
ing smack for San Francisco.
they were engaged in making the office
work, intelligence came of a new appropriation being made bv Congress, with
orders to refit the party. This was immediately done, ami they started for
Monterey in llie l\ S. C. S. schooner
J'Jiroit/, but a heavy southeast gale compelled them to return for repairs. On
the 2nd of January, 18.">1. they again
started on the propeller Carolina and
arrived there in sal'etv.
TLIK WOKK or 18.31.
The party encamped on Point Pinos,
near Monterey.
All the operations
were under the charge of Mr. Davidson,
who personally performed all the astronomical work, aided by Mr. Rockwell,
while the topographical work was done
by Mr. Harrison and Mr. Lawson. After two months' work at this place, the
parly went to San Hiego.
About the end or.Tunc, they went to
the mouth of the Columbia River, encamping 011 the North Head. Cape Disappointment, and in October they went
to Port Orl'ord. At each of these places. except the last, surveys were made,
and positions reported upon tor the loeatiou of light-houses.
While at Port Ori'ord, orders came
for Mr Harrison to he detached and assume charge of a separate party, lie
went to San Diego to finish the survey
of the hay, and extend it to the Mexican boundary.
Mr. Lawson went with
him.
THE WORK OF 18.">2.
Mr. Davidson returned to San Francisco in .January, and located his camp in
the little valley south-west of the Presidio, and commenced a regular series
of .astronomical observations.
In April
he started on a trip with over twenty
chronometers, in the steamer Active, for
the purpose of making the necessary
astronomical determinations for the reconnoissanee from San Francisco to
San Diego. The first of these trips was
abruptly brought to a close by the
breaking down of P. M. S. S. California, which put into San Pedro, where
the Art ice then was. The mails were
transferred to the latter, and taking also a few of the passengers, the commission for locating docks, navy yards, etc.,
she started for San Francisco.
Some
repairs were found necessary to the Active, so that nearly a month elapsed before she was again readv to start for the
completion of the work. On the return of the A ctive, Mr. 1 )avidson's whole
party was placed on board, and trans-
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