act, the &
I view of all thls; the Congress was

Presiden ures Lo séoure n
Tull mtgﬁ: lw:f uthhoa_ullun-

ween Spaln e - peop! Cubn,
m 1o in’ the 1 ieslab-

Froerous
Cuba.

The response .
Aaym of earnest deliberation, "durlng]
which the almost unanimous sentlment
of your body was develd

S e o v s fam

e proposed actlon with a formal
lgyl‘ﬂtlm of the republie of Cuba as
the true and lawful government of that
falnn proposition  which failed of
adopllon—the Congress, after confers
ence, on the 15th of April, by & vote of
42 to 35 In the senate, and 311 to 6 in the
house of répresentatives, the
memotable jolnt resolution . declaring:

“First, that the people of the island of
Cuba ‘ore, and of right ought to be,
free and Independent, Y

“Second, That 1t is the duoty of the
United States to demand, and the gov-
ernment of the United Slates does here-
by demand, that the government  of
Spaln at once rellnqulsh Jts duthority
and government in the faland of; Cuba,
and withdraw Its land and naval forces
from Quba and Cuban waters,

*“Third, That the Prealdent of the Unit-
ed Siates be, and he hereby in, directed
wnd empowered to use the entire land
and naval force of the United Blates.
and to call into the actual eervice of

|| -
the Unlied States the militia of lh:}ai\” RI

eral states, to such extent as may'

:ﬂm‘: Ty to carry these resolutions into
m I3

“Fourth, That the Unlted States here-
by\disclnims any disposition ¢r Intention
1o exercise. sovereignty, jurisdiction or
control of said faland, éxcept for the pa-
clfication thereof, and asserts Itan de-
termination when that |s accomplished
to leave the fov:mmqnl and control of
th;h!’ﬂwd 1?. ts peaple)’ s :
» resolution was approved by the
Executive on the next day, April20. A
copy Was at once comunicated to the
Epant 1Rintor At “capifal; ~who
forthwith announced thet his continn-
ance In Washington thereby  became
ble, and asked for hls passports,
iche were glven him. He thereupon
withdrew ‘ashington, leaving thg
protection of Spanish’ Interesin in the
United Statea to the French ambi r
SImﬁlunmua?xi?J: ith,com: 'mllmm'
t8 communleal
to the Spaniah e

er here. General
Wo rd, the Americary minlster at
Madrid, was telegraphed  confirmation
of the text of the joint resolution, and
directed to ‘communicale It to“the gove
ernment of Spain, with the formal de-
mand that it at once relinquish Tis au-
thority and government in the island of
Cuba, and withdraw its forces there-
from, coupling this demand with the
announcement of the intention of this
wovernment as to the fuiure.of the is-
land, in. conformity with the fourth
clayse of the resolution, and giving
Spain until noon of April 23 to reply,
That demand, although,” as above
shown, officially mads kfiown to the
Spanish envoy here, was not delivered
nt Madrid. After the instruction reach-
< Qereral Woodford on ¢he morning
of April 21, but befors he could present
It. the Spanish minister of state noti-
fied him that upon the President's ap-
Jproyal of the fpint resolution the Ja-
-2:!\ > government, regarding the act as
B eqn!\fahm'. to an evident declaration of
war,” ‘had rardered ita ‘minister In
Washiigton 1o  withdraw, <heceby
breaking: off dipiomaric relations  be-

. tween the two countrles and ceasing al!

offielal communication between thelr re-
P Tep Ives,  General
Woodford ¢hereupon. demanded his,

passports, and quitted Aadrid the same

day.

; The War Declarnd.

Epain having thus denled the demand
of the Unlted States und Initiuted that
complete form of rupturs of relations
which attends g state of war, the execu-
1ive powers muthorized by the resoln-
‘tlon were nt ance used by me to meet
the enlarged contingency of ‘actuni war
hetween sovereign states. On April 28,
T prociaimed ol blockade of the porih
coast of Cuba, Including ports on sald
coaxt of Coba; and on the 2Ird I called
:‘g: valu:.-m-m to execute the purpose of

li_llacublmks: :

to nuthorize and empower the |

of Congress, after nine z

; Ifornia.  Frepar
were nlso ‘mutle for the  planting
mines at ceriafh other harbors, tat |
ing 1o theearly destruction of the
{sh flest, these mines were not pla
The slgnal corps was prompiy.
1zed, and p ed service of the most
difcult and mportant character. - Iin
operations durlvg the war covered the
rlecirical cnqg‘gbuon of all coast fortl-
fieations, the establishment of tele-
phonic and {elegrophic facllities for the
camps at Manila, Santiago and in"Porto.
co.  There we. nstructed thres
hundred miles ¢

re COnSY
“of liné at den’

Field telegraph lines were ea-
tablished and ntained under the an-
emy’sfire gt Manlin, and"later the Mo~
nila-Hong Mang cable fas reopened.
Porio: Ried cable communications,
wepe opetied over o discontinved rouiey)
and on'land the headquarters of the
commanding officer was kept lnl

graphie ar P ymmunleatio
with the divislon commanders on four
differenc lines of operations.” ~ ©
There was placed {n Cuban waters a
complately outfitted cable ship. with
war cablés and rable gear, sujtable both
for the destruetion of communleations
belonging to the enemy and the estabe
lishment of our own. Two ocean cables
wore destroped under the enemy's bat-
teries at Santiago. !
the landiog of General Shafter's corps
at Caimanera, Within {wenty miles of
the landing place, cable comi ¢
tions were eatablished and a cable sta-
tlon opened giving direct leatl

H stirprisg
| but’ thelr

| decisive advantage.
ETeat | The next acl i i

tele- | Eray

) ﬁ:m)ln.nir

{hede apprebensions and lent much
[nesded reinforcement, Not until Admir-!
al Cervern took refuge in the harbor
Santlaxo dp Cuba, about May 19, was It

pg i for the larger event. —On
~ 13, the North Atlantic squadron
shejled 8an Jusn de Porto Rico. On
May 30, Commodore Schiey’s squadran
bombarded the forts guarding the
mouth of
{ack had any material resuit. It was
‘evident that well ordersd land opera~
tlons were indispensable o achleve &

& war thrilled’ nbt
alone the hearts of our countrymen, but
the ":wld. by its exceptionnl  herol
On dlllgh! of June 3, Lieutenant Hol
son, ol by seven devoted yolunteers,
blocked the narrow outlet from Santiago
harbor by sinking ibe colller Merrimac
in the channel. under a flerce fire from
! batteries, escaping with their
by a miracle, but falllng into
# of the Bpanlards. 1t is a most
Ing Incldent of the war that'the
bravery of this little band of heroes wus
cordiglly sppreciated by the Spanieh ad-
miral, who sent a flag of truce to notify
Adm Sampeon of thelr safety, and
to compliment them on their daring act.
:‘i"?lrey_' ‘were | subsequently. exchanged
A i

practicadle to plan a systematic naval | Som
and military attacic vpon the Antillean |gy

e

Santingo harbor. Neither al- |

. ih
fortunate ‘arrival dhpe;léﬂ- anth

“com

at Manfla, Its starting placs. On Ao-
gust 15, after a brief aesaunlt upon the
works tiy the land forees, in which the
‘squadron: argisted, the caplial surren-
‘deréd unconditionally.  The casualties
were comparatively few.. By this the
‘eonquest of thy Philipipne nlands, vir-
tually accomplished when the Spanish

|| Augnat:12,

A

forces, 3 s

part of the United Stares, Tha necess

i egraph. The blockade of
he ports of Cuba and San Juan da Por-
‘ta Rico was In llke manner raised. -On
August 18, the muster aut of 100,000 yol-.
‘unteers, or a& tiear that number as

!ogna to be practicable, was ordered, =
n b,

capacity for reslstunce was d&
by Admiral Dewey's victory of the ist
of Alay, ‘was formally sealed. To General
Merrite, ‘hin officérs and men for thelr
uncomplaining and devoted service nnd
for their galantry in action, the Nation
ts aincervly grateful. Thelr long voyage
was made with singular supesss, and the
soldlerly conduct of the men, most of
whom twere withoot previops experience
in the milltary service dederves unmens-
nred praise, i J
A Hemarkable Meconl.

The total casualiles In killed and,
wounded in tbe army during the war
with Bpain was: Officers killed, 23; en<
listed men killed, 2357, total, 250; afficers
wounded, 113; enlisted Arien  woundad,
1.46(; 1gtal, 1,577, Of the navy: killed

| 3%; wonnded, 61: died &a - results  of

ide, 1; Unvallded, from service, 6;

Brilliant Santiago Campal

with the government at Washington.
This service waur invaluable to' the ex-'
ecutive in: directing ¢the opecations of!
the army and navy., With a'tgtal force
of over 1,300, the loxs wos by disease jn
cimp ond field; officers nnd includ-
ed, only five.

‘The national defense fund of $50,000,-
000, was experded In largs part by the
armyv ‘and navy, and the ohjects for
which it was vsed are fully shown in
the reportx of the severnl secrotaries. 1t
was n most - itimely appropr! n, en-
abling the government to atrefigthen its
defenses and make preparations great-
Iy needed In cfne of war.

This fund being inndeqnats to the re-
quirements of equipment and Tor ths
conduct of the war, the pairiotism of
the Congress provided the medhs in the
war ravenne aet of June 13, by author-
Izlng o 3 per ¢ent popular loan not' to
exrerd four hundred milllon dollars and
by lavying sdditlonal imposty and taxes.
Of the authorized Ioan. (wo . hundred
millions were offesad and promptly ta-
ken, the subseriptions so far exceeding
the call as to cover It mang (Imes over,
while, preferepce being given to the
smaller bids, no single allotment ex.
ceeded five thousand dollars. This was
a mogt encouraging and significant re-
sult, showing the vast resources of the.
nation and the determination of the
people 10 uphpld their country’s honor,

r { EESUME OF THE WAR,
The P ! Reel fiy the Sall
Foatures. i

It 15 not within the province of this
10 natrate the history of Lha

extraordinary war that followed the

h my geof April
35, the Congress wan {nformed of the
gltwbm and T'r ded formal

{aratlon of the ex| of a state

of war between the Unlted States and
Bpain. The Congress pocordingly voted
on the same day the act approved April
23, 1588, declaring the existence of such
war from and including the 21st day of
April, and re-enacted the provislon of
Aha-resolution of April 20, directing the
Presldent to use all the armed forces of
the nation ¢o carry that act into effect,
Due notification of the existence of war
as aforesald, was given April 25, by tel-
egraph, to all the povernments with
which the United States maintain reln.
lons, in order that their neutralily
might be assumed durlng the war. The
various governments responded with
proclamations of neutrality, each after
its own methodse. It (8 not among the
Irant gratifying Incldents of the strug-
gle that the obligations of neutrality
were impartially discharged by all, of-
Aen under delicate and difficult circum-
Blances.

In further fulflliment of {nternational
d_m)', I issued, April 26, a proclamn-
tion announcing the tréatment propos-
ed to be accorded to vessels and their
cargoes as to blockades, contraband, the
exercise of the right of #earch, and the
immunity of noutral flags and neutral
gonds umder the enemy's flag. A rimilar
proclamation was made by the Spanizh
government. In¢he conduct of hostllit-
fes the rules of the doclaration of Paris,
including abstention from resort to pri-
vateering, have accordingly been ob-
served by both belllgeronts, nithough
neither was a party w that declarntion,

Our country, thus, after an interval
of half a century of peace with all na-
tions, found itself engaged In deadly
conflict with u forelgn enemy, Every
nerve was stralned (o meel the emer-
gency, The reaponse to the initial call
for 125,000 volunteers was Instant and
complete, ns wis also the reeult of the
eecond call of May 25, for 75,000 addi-
tional wolunteers. The ranks of the
regular army were incrensad to the lim-
i provided by the act of April 20, The
enlisted fores of the navy on the 16th of
August, whety It reachid Iis maximum,
numbered 24,133 men and apprentices
One hundred and three vessols ween
ndded 1o the navy by purchase, one waos
presented to the govgrnment, one leas-
ed, and the four versals of the Internn-

tlonal Navigntion Company, the B
Paul, 81, Louls, New York, and
Parlw, were chartersd In  ad-
ditlon  to  thes the revenve out-
wera and  lighthouse tenders ‘ware

turnod over to the navy department nnd
became temporarily a part of the aux-
llary navy,

The maximum effective Agbting force
of the novy during the war, separated
into claxses, was an follows?

Fouor battleships of the firet olann;
ons battleshlp of the
two armorad crulsers; slx  coael e
fense monitor=; one armored Tam;
twelve protected erulsers; thres unpro.
tecied crulsers; olghleen gunboats; anae
dynamite crulser; eleven  (orpedu
hoats: fourtesn vesscls of the old navy,
indluding manltors. Auxillary navy:
Eleven auxiliary crulsers; tweety-eight

second clops; |

Spanish declarstion of April 21, but &
brief recital of Its more sallent features
is appropriate.. The first encounter. ‘of
the war In point of date fook place
Aprll %5, when o detachment. of  the
blockading squadron made a reconnals-
sanece in fores ‘at Matanzas, shelled the
harbor forts, and  demollshed aeveral
new works In-construction,

The next engagement was destined (o
mark A memorable epoch  In maritime
warfare, The Pacific flect. under Com-
modore George Dewey,had lain for some
weeksa nt Hong Eong. Upon the colon-
ial proclamation of neutrality belng 18-
sucd and the customary twenty-four
housa' notice belog given, | repairsd to
Mirs bay, near Hong Kong, whence it
proceeded to the Philippine Islands un-
dier telegraphic ordirs to captore or des
kiroy the formidable Spanish feet then
asmembled at Manils. At daybreak on
the 15t of May. the American (arce en-
tered Manile-bay and after a few houra'
engagement, effected {he total destrue-
tion of the Spanish fleet, conaisting of
ten warships and g teansport, bedldes
eapturing the naval stetion and foris at
Cavite, thus annihilating the Spanish
naval power in the Paclfic ocean and
completely controlling the bay of Mn-
nila, with the abllity to take the city at
whil, Not a life was lost on oitr ships,
the wounded only numbering seven,
while not a vessel was materially (n-
Jured. For this gallant achlevement the
Cangress, upgn my  recommendation,
fitly bestowed uvpon {he actors peafer-
ment and substantal reward,

The effect of this remarkable vietory
nupan the aplrit of oor people and ppon
the fartunes of the war was instant, A
prestige of Invinelbility. thersby . at-
tached to oue arms,  which continued
throughout the struggle.  Reinforce-
ments Were hurcled 40 Manita under the
command of Major General Marrilt and
| firmiy entabilghed within sight of * the
caphial, swhich lay helpless hefore our
| gunmn.
| On the Tth day of May, the govern-
| ment wak advined officially of the vic-
tory at Manlla, and at once Inguired of
the commander of our fleat what trobps
would be reqoired, The {(nformation
wan recelysd en the 15th day of May,
und the fnik army expedition  mallsd
May 25, and arrived off Manila Jine 20,
Other expeditions soon followed, the lo-
tal foree consieting of 1 officers and
15,038 men, .
Mo Divided Vielory.

Only reloetance to cause needioes Joas
af e and property prevented the sarly
sturming and capfure of the clty, and
therewith the abuolute military octu-
pancy of the whale group, The lnaur-
gents meanwhile had resumed the ac-
tive hont'iitlem suapended by the Uneom-
pleted trues of Decamber, 1807, . Thelr
foreea Invested Manila from the north-
ern and eantern alde, but were. ¢bn-
ntrainml by Admiral Dewey and CGener-
ml Mertlit, from attempting an asault.
1t wans fitiing that whatever was o, ba
fdope I the way 'of declslve aperations
in that quarter should be necompliabed

-

to

. This iImportant and essential port was
taken from the enemy after severe
fighting by the marines, who were the
first organized foroe of the United
tHates to land In Cuba.

The position so won was held despite
desperate  attempis o dislodge our
forces. By June 16, additional forees
were Janded and strongly entrenched.
On June 22 the advance of the inyading
army, under Major-General Shafter,
landed at Dalquirl, about fifteen milest
east of Santingo. This was sccomp-
llehed under great diculties, but with
mirvelous dispatch, - On, Jupe 2, the
movement agolnst Santlago begun. On
the 2ith the firal serlous engagement
togk place, In which the First and Tenth
covalry nnd the First United States
volonteer cavalry, General Young's
brigade of General Wheeler'n division,
purticlpated, loning heavily. By night-
fall. boweyer, ground within five miles
of Hantlago was won, The advantago
was steadily increased. On July 1a se-
Tere batlle took place, our forces galn-
Ing the outworks of Santlago; on the 2
ElCaney and San Juan were taken, af-
tor o desperati charge, and the Invest-
ment of the clty was compleled, The
navy co-operated by shelling the town
and the coant forts,

On the day following thls brilliant
achlevement of our land forces, occur~
red the declalve naval cambat of the
war. The Spanish fleet, attempting 10
leave the harbor, was met by the Amers
fean, squadron, under command of Ad-
miral Sampson. In less than three
hours all the Spanish ships were de-
stroyed, two lorpedo boats being sunk.
and the Marla Teresa. Almirante
Oquendo, Vizcaya and Christobal Colon
driven ashore. The Spanish admiral and
over 1.300 men wers taken prisoners,
while the enemy’s loss of life was de-
plorably large, some six hundred peciah-
ing. On our side but one man was kil-
ed, on the Brooklyn, and one man was
eserlounly wounded. Where all s0:con-

pl iy distinguished themselves,
from the commanders to the gunners,
and ‘the unnamed heroes in the boller
rpoma, tach and all contributing toward
the achlev of this ast ding vie-
tory. for which nelther anclent nor mod-
ern higtory affords a parallel, In- the
completeness of the event and the mar-
yeloun disproportion of casunities, [t
would be invidious to single out any for
special honor,

Deserved promotion has awarded the
more, consplcucus actors—the Nation's
profoundest gratitude Is due to all of
these brave men, who, by thelr skill and
devotion in a few short hours, crushed
the sea powera of Spaln, and wrought o
trlumph whose decisiveness and far-
reaching consequences can scarcely be
measured. Nor can we be unmindful of
the achlevemenis of our bullders, me-
chanles and artisans for thelr skill In
the construction of our warships,

With the catastrophe of SHantiugo
Bpain's effort upon the ocean virtually
ceased. A sparmodic effort toward the
end of June to send her Medlterannean
feet, under Admiral Camarn, to relleve
Manlln, was abandoned, the expedition
belng recalled after It hos passed
through the SBuez Canal,

The capitulation of Santiago followsd,
“The city was closely besloged by land,
while the entrance of our ships Into the
harbor cut off all rellef on that side. Af-
ter o truce, to allow of the removal of
non-combatants, protracted  negotia-
tlona continued from July 2 to July 15,
when, under a menace of immedinte as-
sault, the prellminaries of  surrender
were agreed upon, On the 17th General
Shafter ocoupled the olly. The capitu-
lation embraced the entive castern end
of Cubn.,
dlera surrendered waw 22,000, all af whom
were subsequently conveyed (o 8pain nt
the charge of the Unlied Biatex. The
ntory of this pucoessfol campalgn Is told
in the report of the secretary of war,
which wil be Jald before you. The Imdl-
vidual valor of officers and soldlers was
never mote strikingly shown than in
the severnl engagements leading to the
surender of Hantlago, while the prompt
movements and siceesslul victories won
Instant and universal applavse. To
thowe who galned this complete triumph,
which established the ascendancy of the
United Btates upon Jand us the fight
oft Bantingo had fixed our supremacy
on the sear, the carncst and lasting
gratitnde of the Nation s unsparingly
doe. Nor should we alone  remember
the gallantry of the lving: the dond
olnim our tears, and our logsen By battle
and disedse must cloud any exultation
at the resnlt, and teach us to welgh the
awiul coat of war, however rightful the
cause ot slgnal the victory.

Puoerio Mise Campalgn,

With the fall of Santlago, the ccoupa-
tlon of Puerio Rico bocame the next
atrategle necossily. Ceneral Miles had

previoualy been asslgned (o organize an
expelition for Lhat purpose.  Fortin.

The number of Spanish mol-

utsly he was aiready at Santlago, where

SBy June 1 the cutting of the last Ou-| Sl be ohserved that while oue
" haiay pevioue | theinvsion wam el b | 10T lous erlote Cnderakin
B (b oo, Maithe| mar g T o, vt i
namo By, where [t had been determined Lt el SR e o

ritory, we lost Ib both nrms of the ser-
vice & total of 1663 killedtand woundad;
and In the entire campalgn by land and
een we I nof lose & gun or n flag, or o
traneport or o ehip, and with the ex-
ception of the crew of the Merrimac not
a soldier or sallor was taken prisoner.

On August 7, forty-six days from. the
date of thelanding of General Shafter's
army ln Cuba and twenty-one duys
from the surrender of Sant the
United States troops commented em-
barkation for home, and our entire fores
was roturned to the Unlied States as
carly as August 24, They were abaent
from the United Statew only two months.

It I» fiting that I should bear tesll-
mony to the patriotism and devotlon of
that large portlon of our army which,
although eager to be ordered to the post
of grealest exposure, fortunmiely was
not reqoired outside of the United
States, They (id their whole duty, and
like thelr comrades at the front bave’
earned the gratitude of the Natlon. In
Hke manner, the officers and men oOf tha
army and of ghe navy who remalned in
thelr departments and siations falthfully
performiing most Important dutles con-
nected with the war, and whog+ requests
for assignment in the field and atwea 1
was compelled to refnse because thelr
warvices wore Indispensable here, are
entitled to the higheat commendation, It
Is my regret that there seems to be no
provision for thelr suitable recognitlon,

1n this connectlon 1% is a pleasure for
me to mention in terms of cordial appre-
clation the timely and useful work of the
American Nationni Ited Croas, both in
rellef measurea preparatory to the cam-
palgns, in saniary asslstance at several
ot the camps of assemblage, and Iater,
under the able and experienced leader-
#hip of the presldent of the soclety, Jiss
Clara Barton, on the fields af battle and
{11 the hospltale at the front In Coba.
Working In conjunction with the gov-
ernmental authorities and onder thelr
sancton and approval and with the en-
thusisstle co-operation of many patrictic
women and soéleties In (ke  varjous
wtates, the Red Cross has fully maln-
talned itw already high reputation for in-
tense earnestness and ability to exercise
the noble purposss of It international
organization, thos justifylng the confi-
dencsand support which It has recelved
at the hanids of the American people. To
the members and_ officers of this woclety.
and all who aided them in their philan-
thropic work, the sincere and lasting
gratitude of the spldlers and the puble
s due any Is freely nécorded,

In tracing thess avenis we ure, con-
stantly reminded of our obiligations to
the Divine Master for His watlchiul care
over us and His safe guldancs, forwhich
the Natfon makes reverent ncknowl-
elgement and offers humble prayers fof
the contlnuance of His favor,

PEACE WEGUTIATIONS,

it
The Protocel and the Commisslons—Dis-
enumion of Governtient of naw Fossess
wions After the Treaty la Rignad.
he annthiintion of Admiral Cervera’s
fleet, followed by the capltulation of
Santiago, having brought to the Spanish
government o reallzsing eense of the
Hopolesaness of continuing a strugglo
now become wholly unequal, It _made
overtures of peace through the French
ambassaidar, who with the agsent of hi=
goverpment, had acted us the friendly
representative of Spanieh Iaterests dur-
ing the war, On the 26th of July, M.
Cambon  presented o communication
slgned by the Duke of Almmlover, the
Bpanlsh minlster of state, Invitlng the
United Staten to state the terms apon
which 1£ would be willing to make peace.
On July 30, by a communication ad-
dressed to the Duke of Almodovar and
handed to M, Cambon, the tefms of this
government wereanzounced subsiantlale
I¥ s I the protocel afterwards signed.
On August 3, the Spanish reply, dated
ugust 7, was Handed by M. Cambon to
the secretary of state, 1t necepted un-
conditioally the terms imposed an to
Cuba, Porfo Ttieo and an fland of the
Ladrones group, but appeared (o seck
inndmissable reservations In regard to
our demands as to the Phillppine  Ie-
lands, Concelving that discussion on
this point could nelther be practical nor
profitable, 1 directed that, in order to
avold mirundersianding, the malter
should be forthwith closed by proposing
the embodiment 1n & formal protocol of
the termm upon which the negotiations
for peace wers (o be undertaken,

The vague and inexpilell suggmwtions
of the Spanish note could hot be noeepl-
ed, the only reply being (o present as a
virtual witimatum a draft of protocaol
embodying the precise torms tendered to
Spaln In our note of July 30, with added
stipulations of detidl us Lo the Appolnt-
moent of commissloners (o armnge for
the svacuntlon of the Spanish Antilles,
On Auguet 12, M. Cambon announced his

1, 101,165, cofficers and
‘men had been ‘mustered oot and ‘dls-
charged from the service and 9,000 mure
will be mustéred out by the 10th of the
month. Also 8 corresponding  aumber,
of general and general stafl  officers
have been honorably dlscharge from
the service, Rt
“The military commissions to superin-
tend the evacuation of Cuba, Parto Ri-
¢o, and the adjacent lslands, were
forthwith appolnted: .
“For Cuba—Major General James B.
Wade, Read Admiral Willlam T. Samp-
son, Major General Matthew C. Butler;.
for Porto Rlco, Major General John R,
Brooke, Rear -Admiral Winfleld 8
Schiey, Brigadier Genoral Willinm G,
Qaordon, who €0on A met  the
Spanish commiasioners at Havans and’
San Junn, respectively. The Porto RI-
can jolnt commisalon speedily” accom-.
plished its task, and by October 18, tha
evactation of 1he island was completad.
The United States flag was over
the island at noon on that day. The ad-
ministration of Its affairs has been pro-
visionally Intrusted to n military gov-
ernor until the Congress shall other-
wise provide, ‘The Cuban jolot high
commission has not wet terminated’its
jabars. Owlng to the diMcolties in the
way of removing the large numbers of
Spanish troops still in Cuba, the evacu-
atlon cannot be completed bafore 'the
1st of January next.
The Peace Commission.
Pursuant to the fAlth article of the
protocol, I appolnted Willlam R. Day,
lately secretary of state, Cusham X.
Davis, Willlam P. Frye and George
Gray.-senators of the United States,
and Whitelaw Reld, to be the pence
comminsloners on the part of the Uni-
ted States, Proceeding in due n to
Parle, they there met on the 1st of Dc-
tober, five commissioners, similariy ap-
polnted on the part of Spain. Thelr ne-
gotiations have made hopeful Progress,
so that I trust eoon to be able to lay &
definitive treaty of peace befors the
senate, with a review of the steps lead-
Ing to {is slgnaturs. s 47
I DO NOT DISCUSS AT THIS TIME
THE GOVERNMENT OR THE U
TUNE OF THE NEW POSSESSIONS
WHICH WILL COME TO US AS THE
RESULT OF THE WAR WITH
EPAIN. SUCH DISCUSSION WILL
BE APPROPRIATE AFTER THE
TREATY OF PEACE SHALL BE
RATIFIED. In the meantime, and um-
til the Congress has legisiated other-
wise, It will be my duty to contlnue the
military - governments which have: ex-
isted since our occupation and GIVE TO
THE PEOPLE SECURITY IN LIFE
AND PROPERTY ANDENCOURAGE-~
MENT UNDER A JUST AND BENE-
FICENT RULE, ¥
Ax soon as we are In possession of
Cuba and have pacified the island it
will be necessary to give aid and 4l-
rection to Ha people to rarlm R govern-

 Immediaiely upon the conclusion ot |
b'lm v W o 0,
shspending hostilities on (ba | terchange of

manlfold bene-

R e ras were the na-

fits, It would be strange

A8 | s ot 1 time brought to Tealize thit

miodern civilization which owes 8o much-
of Its progress to the annihilation of
#pace by he electric force. demnnds
that this all-important means of com-
munlestion be a herftage of all peoples,
to be administered and Tegulated’ In
-thalr com behoof. A stepin this di-
L ‘win taken when the Interna-.
al canyention of 1884 for the proec-
tlon of submarine cables waa sign
‘ahd the day Is. T trust, not far distant
when this‘medlum for the transmisaion
of interpatjonal concert 1s an completeas;
Is the material carriage of commerce
and correspondence upon the face of
‘the waters that divide them. ' °
“The clalm of Thomas Jeffersan ‘Page
ng: na, ~which has heen
pending many years, has been adjusted.
The sum awarded by the congress ot
Argenting was $4,242 36, -
hﬂu_ :rmpnhy of ‘the American people
fustly been offered fo the ruler and
the pco{le of Austria-Hungary by resa-
son of tho affiiotion that has lately be-
fallen them In'the assassination of the
- of that historic realm. .

ties, In which twenty-two miners were
Kkilled and forty-two wounded, of whom
ten of the Xilled and twelve of the
wounded were Austrian and Hungurian
wubjects, This deplorable event natur-
ally aroused the solicitude of the Aus-
tro--Hungarlan goverpment, which, on
the assumption that the killlng and
woundinginvolved the unjustifiable mis-
use of authorily, clalmed reparation for
the sufferera. Apari from the searching
Investigation and peremptory dotlon of
the muthorities of Pennsylvania, the
federnl executive took appropriate steps
ta.lenrn the merits ol the case, In or-
der to be [n a position to meet the ur-
gent complaint of a friendly power. The
sheriff and his deputies, havipg beeniin.
dicted for murdar, were tried and ac-
quitted, after protracted proceedings,
and the hearing of hundreds of wit-
nemes, on the ground that the killing
‘wan in the line of thelr official duty to
uphold law and preserve public order in
the-state. A tative of the de-
partment of justice aitended the trial.
and reported its course fully, With all
the facts In its possession, this govern-
ment expects to reach o harmonious
understanding on the subject with thal
of Austria-Hungary, notwithstanding
the renewed clalm of the Iatter, after
learning the resait of the trizl, for in-
demnlity for its Injured subjects,
Despite the brict time aliotted for
preparation, the exhibits of this country
At the universal exposition nt Brusscls,
in 185?. enjoyed thte singular distinction
of & larger proportion of awards, hav-
ing regarded to the number and classes
of articies sptered, than thoses of other
countries, The worth of such o result
In- making known our national capacity
to supply the world's markets is ob-

o, .
Exhibitions of this national eharacter

1 {ng more frequent as the ex-
¥ of relal countries grow

ment for th Iven, s should be
undertaken at the earliest mbment con-
sistent with safety and assured suc-
cesy. It 12 Important that our relationn
with this people shall be of the most
friendly character and our commercial
relations close and reciprocal. It should
be our duty to asalst In every proper
wig €0 bulld up the wasle places of the
land, encourape the Industry of the
people, and asalst them to form & gov-
ernment which shall be free and inde-
pendent, thus realixing the best aspirn-
tlonx of the Cuban people.

SPANISH RULE MUST BE RE-
PLACED BY A JUST, BENEVOLENT

AND HUMANE GOVERNMENT, |ed

CREATED BY THE PEOPLE OF CU-
HA, capable of performing all Intarna-
tional obligatlons and which shall en-
courage thrift, induatey and prosperity,

more intimate and varled. Hardly &
year passes that this government is not
invited lo national participation at
some important forelgn centre bot of
this one too short notice to permit of
recourse to Congress for the power and
means (o do 8o, My predecessora have
suggested the advisabllity of providing
by s general cnactment and a standing
1) tion for accepting such invita-
tions, and for representing of this coun-
try by o commission. This plan hos my
cordial approval.

T trust that the Belginn restrictions on
the imporiation of cartle from the Unit-
Siaten, originally adopted as a sani-
tary precagtion. will at an early day be
relaxed as to their present femtures of
hardship &nd discrimination, so ag to
admit live caitle under due regulation of
their alaughter after thelr landing, I

and promote peace and g will
all of the Inhabltantis, whatever may
have been thelr relationa in the past
Nefther revenge nor passion should
have n place In the new government.
UNTIL THERE I8 COMPLETE
TRANQUILITY 1IN THE ISLAND
AND A STABLE GOVERNMENT IN-
AUGURATED, MILITARY OCCUPA-
TION WILL HE CONTINUED.

OTHER FOREIGN RELATIONS,

Rge

am hopeful, to, of favornble change In
ths Belgiant treatment of our pregeryved
and salted meats, The growth of direct
trade botween the two countries, not
alone for Belglan consumption and Hel-
glan products, but by way of transit
from and to other continental wtates,
hna been both encournging pnd henefi-
clal. No effart will be spared to enlarge
Itn advantages by seeking the removal
of necdless  impediments  and by ar-
rangements for increased commorclal

Diplomntie Matters with
publies and Thelr

With the ane exception of the rup-
ture with Spain, the intereourse of the
United States with the great family of
natlons has been marked with cordial-
ity and the close of the eventful year
finds moat of the lssues that necessarily
arlee in the complex relatlons of sovers
¢lgn states andjusted or presenting no
serlons obatacle to n Just and honorable
salutlon by amieable sgreement.

A long unsettied dispute as to the ex-
tended boundary between the Argenting
Republic and Chile, stretching along the
Andenn crests from the southern barder
af the Atocamn  desert to Magellan
sirniis, nearly a third of the lengih of
the Houth American continent, assumed
an acute stage in the early part of the
year, and afforded to this government
oceaslon to express the hope that the
resort to arbitration already contem-
plated by existing conventions between
the parties, might prevall despl the

Central American Complientionns.

The year's events In Ceniral America
deénerve more than passing mention,

A memnolng rupture between Coatn
Riea and Nicaragua was happily chm-

hy the signature of & convention
between the parties, with the ooncur-
rence of the Guatemunlean reprosentns
tlves a8 o medintor, the act belug nego- |
tiated and slgned on board the Unlied
Sinted steamér Albert. then Iying In |
Contral American waters, It 1s believed
that the good oMers of ourenvay and of
the commander of that vessel contribut-
od toward this gratifying outcome.

1 nmy last annual message the altu-
tion was presented with respect to the
diplomatio representation of this gov-
ernment In Contral America, ereated by
the aseoclation of Nicaragua, Hondurans
and Balvador, under the title of the[
Greator NepubMe of Central Amerien, 1
and the delegation of thelr international
funotions to the dlet thereof. While the |
reproseniative character of the dlet was i

grave difculties arising In its appllca-
tion. 1 am happy to say that arranges
menta to thin end have been perfected,
the questions of fucl upon which the re-
wpective commissloners were unable 1o
agree belng in course of reference to
Hor Britannle Majeaty for determina-
ton, A residual difference touching the
northern boundary line acrons the Ata-
enma desert, for which existing treaties
provided no adequate adjustment, hide
fale (0 be séttled In like manner by &
joint commisslon, upon which the Unl-
ted States minlster ot Ruenos Ayres has
been Invited to serve as umplre In the
laxt resort,

1 have found oceanlon to approach the

reco 1 by my predecessor, and ham
beon confirmed during my  adminlsira-
tion by receiving Ita aceredited, envoy
and granting exequatets Lo consily eom-
missioned under its nuthority, that roc-
ognition was qualified by the distinet
underatanding that the responsibllity of
each of thi component sovereign repub-
licm towards the United Staten remained |
wholly unaffected

This provision, inasmuch ae the com-
pact of three republies war at the out-
el any associntion whereby corialn rep-
resenitative functions were delegated to
a tripartite commission. rather than a
federntion possessing contralined pow-
ers of government and administration.
In this view of their relation and of the

Argentine government with & view eof

relation of the Unlted States by Lhe sev-

| nal compact. A convention
.

8 | tution ur

‘gerie; of independent and sxclusive ser- |
wices into a well-ordered union,of which

ds | with &

mfut%nzmma e
: foretasta in the brigi.
of their del-
egates framed for thém a federal constl-
the' name of the United
mm}u. and provided

3 ernment. and
e.  Upon nlﬁ:nfnn by the
: states, thefirst of Novem-

ber last was fixed for the new system'to
g0 Into operation. WIlhin a few weeks
'ther:vlg; the plan was severely tested
by utipnary movements arising.
. nsequent demand for unity of

actlon ou the part of the milltary power
of the fed ‘miates io suppress them,
Undgr-&_, straln the lon

Btates of
L2

llun.fnmu:u{m'-{nu o an attitude of

friendly éxpectancy, 1& In nowlse re-
linquishing the posi h?d from tha
outset that the responatbilities of the
several gtntes toward us remained unal-

tered by thelr tentative relations among
themselvea . i ¥
NICARAGUA CARAL.
Prestdent ¥avors Action by Congress.
. Musg be Controled by this O T
The Nicaragus canal commission, un-
der the'clinirmanship of Rear Admiral
John G, Walker, appointed July 4, 1897,
under the authority of a provision In the
Sundry Civilact of Jung 4 of that year,

be- [ has nearly dompleted {tw labors, and the

results of Its exhaustive Inguiry into the
proper route, the feaslbility, snad the
cost of construction of ‘an Iater oceanlo
canal by & Nicaraugin route will be lald
before you, In the performance of iis
task the commimealon received all possi-
ble courtesy and assigtance fromthegoy-
ernment of Nlearagua and Costa Rica,
which thus {estifiad thelr appreciation of
the importance of giving u speedy and
practical outcome to the great project
that hay for €0 many years engrossed
the mttention of the reapective countries.

As the soope of the recent inquiry em-
braced the whole subject with the aim
of mnking plans and survess for o caval
by the most convenlent route, IL neces-
sarily {neludes o review of the results of
previous surveys and plans, and in par.
tlenlar those ndopted By the Maritime
Canal Company, under its existing con-
cesstons. ‘from Nicaragua and Cosia
Rica. so that to this extent thoss grans
necessarily hold as eseentlal & part ia
the dellberationa and concluslons of thy
canal commision as they have held and
must needs hold in the discusslon of the
matter by the Congress. Under these
circumstances and in view of overtune
made to the governments of Nicargua
and Costs, Rlea, by other parties for a
new canal concesalon predicted on the
assumed approaching lapee of the con-
tracts of the maritime cannl company
with thase states, T have not hesitated
to express my convietion that considers-
tions of » expediency mnd - international
poliey ns ‘hetwern the several govern-
ments Intrested [ he construction and
eentrolof an inter octanic caml by this
routes, require the malntenance of the
statue quo, until the canal commisaion
ghall have reported and the United
States Congress shall haye had the op-
portunity to pass fAnslly upon the whola
matter during the present measlon, with-
out prejudice by reason of any change
In the exlsting conditions.

Nevertheless, It appears that the gove
ernment of Nicaragua, as one of jis last
soverslgn acts before merging lis paw-
ers 1ni thase of the newly formed United
States of Ceniral América, has grantad
an optlonnl concession to another xsed-
clatlon, to become effective on the expls
ration of the present grant, It does not
appear  what the siarveya have been
made or what rouie s proposed under
this contingent grant, #) that an examl-
nation of the feasiblliity of e plaa Is
necessarily not embraced [n the repart ot
the ¢anal ‘commiseion.

Al thesa olrcumstances suggest the
urgency of some definite action by the
Congress at this ecssfon if the labors of
the past are to beutilized and the link-
ing of the Atlaatlc and Pacific oceans by
a practical waterway Is to bo rodllzed.
That the construction of such a mari-
time highway Is now more than ever in-
dispensable to that Intimate and ready
Intercommunicstion hetween our easiem
and western seaboarda demanded by the
nhnexition of the Hawaflan Ixlands and
the progpective expansion of our Influ-
enes and commerce in the Pacifc, and
that our natiopal polley pow more Im:
perntively than ever, calls for I wontrol
by this govarnment, are propositiond
which T Atubt Rot the Congress will duly
appreclate and wleely act upan. ;

Upon a ganvention providing for the
revival of the late United States and
Chilian clatms commigaon and the e
sidsration of clnims which were duly
presented to the late commigsion bt not
conaldered beeause of the rxl"lN“"”.]:‘f
the time lmlied for the duration of th
commi#sion, was signed May 2 Pln
andd wak vernained unncted upon by Mo
simate. The term thersin fixed for of-
fecting thd exchange of ratifications hav=-
Ing clapaeds the convention falls uui'_ﬂ
the tme be nxtended by amendment.
which T am endenvoring 1o bring about.
with the friendly concirrence of the L=
lean gavernmot.

S T e s
CHINESE QUESTION,

Tho U. &, il not Beeome nvalred
mer Lecommendation esewed.

-War-

The Uniied States has not heen an In-_
dlifrerent wpectistor of the extraondinary
events tranepiring in the Chioveee em=-
pire, whereby portions of lis maritime
provinoes are passing under the control
of varfoun Eurapean powers, but :h:l
prospect that the vasi eomimerce which

oA
the erargy of our eliisens and the nectas
sity of opr staple productions f-!r_,ll ‘h_lll
nesn tses han bullt up o thos Ly “‘
may npi be projudiced through »-_r-J‘w iag
elusive trentments by the new s i
parts  has obviated the need O ~n~:
cauntry becoming an acior in tho % 5

Ous porition amapk n‘.l\llunﬂ. nl‘.u_\l-‘ﬂf‘_
Jarge Pacific cost, and consianty ‘
panding direct trade with :"".‘r"];‘,h;.:
Oriont, Elves us the equitable ulm. o
vonsideration and rﬂnndl_{ lr--ngml ;to
thin regaed, and it will be my 4 “thm.
pubmerve our large  Interesia lr:i‘, s
quarier by all means npproi\rl!l’L
constant palicy of our governmes




