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but it seems in a fair way to become
a supreme court, or Super-General Assembly.The power to supervise, to
set metes and bounds to our work
and to advise will soon become the
power to rule. Advice and authority
are distinct in theory, but often the
same in practice. We, therefore, disapproveof the extraordinary authority
conferred on the Council. On page
64, also, the General Assembly directs
every Synod to appoint three representatives,to act with representatives
of other Presbyterian and Reformed
bodies in constituting a joint advisory
committee of comity, for the dut-

pose of effecting a fair exchange of
churches, to settle cases of friction,
etc. This is extraordinary and extraconstitutionalmachinery. The Synods
and Presbyteries have their jurisdictionclearly defined in the Constitution.The Assembly may recommend
such action to the Synods and Presbyteries,but has no right to direct
it. Besides, the creation of such a
tribunal may lead to an infringement
upon the rights of the Presbyteries,
which have exclusive original jurisdictionand which may not see fit to
consent to the so-called fair exchange
of churches. We have machinery
enough now. All that we need is
the wisdom to use It aright.

6; The Assembly sends down to
the Presbyteries for their adoption, or

rejection, the* proposed basis of union
of our church with the United PresbyterianChurcli of North America, as

adopted by the Joint Committee of
the two Assemblies. We recommend
that this Presbytery decline to give
its advice and consent to the proposed
basis of union for two reasons: (1)
Because it is already manifest that the
United Presbyterian Church is not in
favor of the scheme, a large majority
being decidedly opposed to it. (2)
Because the Assembly sends this matterdown without any recommendation.Hence, even if three-fourths of
the Presbyteries should concur in the
measure, the Assembly would have no

constitutional right to effect such a
i union. All such changes must be
recommended by our General Assemblyto the Presbyteries, concurred in
by three-fourths of them and enacted
by a succeeding Assembly. The mere

sending down does not imply recommendation,as is well known. The
intention may be inferred from the use
of the words adoption and rejection,
but these words themselves are improper.The Presbyteries do not
adopt, but only advise and consent
to the recommendation of the Assembly,or refuse to do so. It is to
be regretted that important legisla-
non snouiu De proposed and enacted
in a way that is not strictly constitutional,as has been clone repeatedly.
For these reasons we recommend this
answer, viz.: The Presbytery of
Mobile respectfully declines to express
an opinion on the subject of union
with the United Presbyterian Church
of North America.

7. On page 63 it is stated that the
following item of the report of the
Committee on Bills and Overtures wus

adopted, viz.: "It is recommended that
the following, as an amendment to
chapter 6, section 4, Book of Church
Order, be sent down to the Presbyterieswithout advice, for their action,"
viz.: "If any particular church, by
vote of a majority of the membership
in full communion, shall prefer to
elect ruling elders and deacons for a
limited time in the exercise of the
functions of their office, this may be
done, provided the full term of each
officer be not less than three years."
It may be said in favor of this rotary
system of a limited tenure of office
that It is a very convenient way of
Setting rid of unacceptable officers.
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On the other hand, it is a convenient
way of getting rid of pious and faithfulones. Besides it is not even
claimed that there is any scriptural
warrant for it. But, aside from the
merits of the case, it is useless to
take any action, for the Assembly
does not recommend the provision, and
it could not possibly become law, even
if unanimously approved by the Presbyteries.We, therefore, recommend
the following action, viz.: "The Presbyteryof Mobile respectfully declines
to express any opinion on the questionor a rotary eldership and deaconship,until such time as it may be
presented to it in a constitutional
way.

8. On page 80 the Assembly makes
two requests:

(1.) To send back this year onehalfof last year's commissioners.
(2.) To adopt a standing rule to

that effect.
Answer: The value of such a plan

does not appear.
(1.) Our ministers generally have

some familiarity with General Assemblies,by reading, If not otherwise.
(2.) Their experience in Synods and

Presbyteries qualifies them for the
duties of the Assembly.

(3.) In - large Presbyteries, the
honor of going to the Assembly would
hardly come once in a lifetime

(4.) Some men are better qualified
to serve in the Assembly, when they
first attend, than others are who have
been there a dozen times.

(B.) The experience of one session
of the General Assembly Is no great
qualification for the next.

(6.) There are always some in
every Assembly who have been there
several times before.

For these and other reasons, your
committee recommends that the Presbyterydo not comply with the Assembly'srequest.

Signed by a majority of the committeeand adopted by the Presbytery,
excepting the fourth section, which
referred to the Assembly's action on
the subject of an amendment to the
Federal Constitution.

This is a true copy of the original
report, minus section 4.

P. H. Hensley, Sr.

THK PRESBYTERY OP TUSCALOOSA
Was in session in Uniontown, Ala.,
April 13th-15tli. There were present
twenty ministers and seventeen rul-
ing elders. Ruling Elder J. T. McLemore,of Boligee church, was electedmoderator, and Rev. W. R. Carotherstemporary clerk.

Rev. George Lang, of North AlabamaPresbytery, and Rev. R. L.
Walkup, of the Presbytery of Mississippi,were invited to sit as correspondingmembers, and Rev. N. W.
Curtis, of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, as a visiting brother.

Rev. George Lang made an interestingaddress, with reference to the
Alabama College for men at Anniston,
in which he is a professor, and Rev.
R. L. Walkup addressed Presbytery in
an instructive and convincing manner
concerning the Every Member Canvass.
The proposed amendment to ChapterVI, Section IV, Book of Church

Order, was rejected, and the reouest
of the General Assembly to make a
standing rule to return to that body
at least one-half of the commissioners
of each preceding year, was declined.

Overtures were sent to the General
Assembly (1) to send down to the
Presbyteries, for their decision, the
question whether the present method
of meeting the expenses of commissionersto the General Assembly shall
be continued, or whether they shall
return to the old plan of each Presbytery'sproviding for the expenses of
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its own commissioners. (2) That it
be left optional to the stated clerks of
Presbyteries in making their statisticalreports to the General Assembly,
to arrange the names of ministers
either alphabetically or according to
seniority of membership. (3) To add
to the minutes of the General Assemblyan index of our various churches,
with their post-offices.
The Presbyterial sermon on the permanentwork of the Holy Spirit was

preached by Rev. C. M. Boyd. Popularmeetings in the interest of Foreign
Missions and local Hnmo Miooinn,

wer% held, in which interesting and
encouraging addresses upon these
subjects were made by various members.
The Executive Committee of ForeignMissions was commended for its

conservative policy, with an expressionof gratitude that in the face of
disturbed conditions the debt was not
larger at the close of the ecclesiastical
year. The thought of retrenchment, it
was declared, should not for a momentbe entertained, and the pledge
of the Presbytery given to make all
wise endeavors towards the support
of an enlarged work.
An appropriate memorial of the life

and labors of Rev. J. VT. West, of the
Alabama Avenue church, Selma, was
read and adopted by a rising vote.
The next stated meeting- will ho hoirf

at Central church, near Emelle, Ala.,
10 A. M. Tuesday, October 12, 1916.
The Presbytery was most hospitablyentertained, and it was with a

feeling near akin to regret that the
members turned their faces homeward,
when the adjournment left them withoutexcuse for prolonging their stay.

J. Q. Praigg, S. C.

PRESBYTERY OP FLORIDA
Met in the Presbyterian church at
Marianna, Fla., on Aprli 13th, 7:30 P.
M. The opening sermon was preachedby Rev. R. Q. Newsome, of Tallahassee,from the text Matt. 14:26.

Organization: Judge John Thomas
Porter, of Grand Ridge, Fla., was
elected moderator. J. Marion Stafford,stated clerk, and Rev. F. F.
CnVirvll J.
uvuoii ictuiuiug cierii.

Corresponding Members: Rev. F.
Ray Riddle, of the Presbytery of
Bethel, was present and invited to sit
as a corresponding member.

Reception of New Ministers: Rev.
F. Ray Riddle was received into this
Presbytery and arrangements were
made for his installation as pastor
of the Monticello church.

Christian Education and Ministerial
Relief: Rev. R. Q. Baker made an excellentreport of this work and was
followed by a splendid address by
Professor Kemper, principal of Palmer
College.

Presbyterial Home MImnIoiis: Rev.
A. S. Moffett, D. D., gave a most encouragingreport of the work of PresbyterialHome Missions.

Assembly's Home Missions: The
report of this committee was very
encouraging, and Presbytery resolved
to stand behind the great work of
Assembly's Home Missions.

Foreign Missions: Rev. R. Q. Newsomegave the report of the Foreign
Mission Committee, and was followed
by several addresses by Rev. A. S.
Moffett, D. D. Rev. F. Ray Riddle
and Rev. F. F. Schell.

nu|<|iiRN; uev. vv. a. .vinne in still
serving the Panama City and 8t. Andrewschurches.

lieacon'H Conference: It is the customto have a deacon's conference on
Wednesday of each spring meeting l>t
Presbytery. This conference was a
splendid success. Quite a number of
deacons were present.

Adjourned Meeting of Presbytery:
There will be an adjourned meeting
of Presbytery at Marianna on April
26th at 7:30 P. M.

May 12, 1915 [
lime and Place of the Fall Meetingof Presbytery: De Funl&k SpringsFla., was selected as the place of meeting.Time, November 12, 1916, at8 P. M. (On Friday before 8ynodmeets on Tuesday.)

J. Marion Stafford, S. C.

PRESBYTERY OF ST. JOHNS
Met on Tuesday evening, April 20th, at
7:30 o'clock in the PreBbyterlan
church of DeLand. Twenty-one ministersand eleven ruling elders were
present and of this number more than
the usual proportion remained till
the final adjournment of Presbytery.
After the opening sermon by the retiringmoderator, Rev. J. F. McKin-
non, from 2 Cor. 3:2, Rev. R. T. Bell,
D. D., of Arcadia, was chosen as moderatorfor the next six months. The
communion sermon wns preached by
Rev. W. Bruce Doyle, of Plant City,
on the "Fundamentality of the Teachingsof Jesus." Rev. Q. E. Moorehouse,of St. Petersburg, preached the
doctrinal sermon on the "Atonement."
A popular meeting was held Wednesdayevening in the interest of Foreign
Missions. Excellent addresses presentedthe stirring claims of this great
cause and the churches were urged to
rally more unitedly to its support. The
cause of Home Missions received a
large share of the interest of Presbytery.Rev. J. F. Winnard was continuedas superintendent of Home Missions.The renort of the nnot voop

showed that It liaB been the most successfulIn the history of the Presbytery.Plans were made to enlarge and
strengthen this work, within our
bounds. Hearty endorsement was
given to the effort being made In the
Synod to raise the sum of $1,600 to
till out the amount necessary to providethe much needed equipment for
the Cuban work in Tampa, where a
new church has recently been organized.The proposed amendment to the
Book of Church Order providing for
limitation in the term of office for
church officers received a tie vote on
the first ballot but on the second was
lost by one vote. The fact that four
candidates for the ministry are now
on the roll of Presbytery, three of
whom are from its own churches and
two of them received during this
year, shows that there is some effort
being made to recruit the ranks of
the ministry from among our choice
young men. Among the many kindlyacts of welcome and hospitality
shown the Presbytery while in this
beautiful educational center were a
most enjoyable automobile ride to DeLeonSprings and other points of interest,and a delightful reception tenderedby the ladies of the congregation.The brethren got under Dretty
good headway on Thursday morning
and finished business in good shape in
ample time to catch the one o'clock
train. Then we all turned our backs
but not our hearts on our several
places of abode to meet again October19, 1915, at the thriving town of
Plant City.

P. H. Hensley, Jr., Stated Clerk.

8UWANEE PRESBYTERY
Met in the beautiful new church in

Jasper, Fla., April 13th.
Present: Eiehtepn minintprs and

eleven ruling elders.
The opening sermon was preached

by the retiring moderator, Rev. K. A
Sample.

Rev. W. H. iKMlge, D. who
preached the opening Sermon at the
organization of the Presbytery twenty-fiveyears ago, was unanimousb
elected moderator, Rev. E. W.
recording clerk and Rev. J. G. VeD*
able reading clerk.

Rev. J. L. D. Houston and Elder
James D, Baker, of First Qburcb,
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