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The Spring
FAST ALABAMA PKKHBYTKRY.

Mrt iii the First church, Montgomery,on Tuesday, April 13th, at
> I'. M., and was iu session three
days. The opening sermon was

preached from the text, Rom. 10:1, by
H« v. W. P. Neilson, by appointment
,.i Kldcr B. II. Boyd, the retiring moderator.

t'reftent: Fifteen ministers and
twenty ruling elders.

Moderator, Rev. C. N. Wharton;
irmporary clerk, Rev. C. B. Yeargan.

deceived: Rev. J. W. At wood from
M ingum Presbytery and Rev. C. B.
Cnrrie front Macon Presbytery.

Dismissed: Rev. W. P. Nellson to
rpper Missouri Presbytery.

Dissolved the paBtoral relation beiwenRev. W. P. Nellson and Trinity.
'alls from Florala and Geneva were

H«M'pted by Rev. C. B. Currie.
Visitors: Rev. E. D. McDougall, of

North Alabama Presbytery; R. L«.
Wnlkup, of Mississippi Presbytery, and
Rev. Palmer C. DuBose, of Charleston
Pr< Bbytery.
A program on Home Missions, evangelismand stewardship was given the

greater part of the day Wednesday,
ami was of special interest. It was
marked by a number of excellent addressesmade by laymen. Such was
Hi* enthusiasm aroused that a committee was appointed to arrange a programfor the fall meeting to embrace
some other causes.
The Home Mission reports were encouraging.The local Home Mission

report revealed that all accounts were
paid and a small balance in hand. All
ileitis supplied or arranged for and a

general tone of encouragement was
manifest.

The Foreign Mission report was appreciatedto the extent that its publicationwas asked in our Chureh
papers. Mr. L. E. Morgan, an elder,
is chairman of the committee. So
aroused was the Presbytery over the
debt and the threatened retrenchment
mat tne following was adopted and
lelegaphed to Nashville: The Presbyteryof East Alabama, with gratitude
to God for His wonderful love and
blessings, most earnestly protests to
the General Assembly against any retrenchmentin the Foreign Mission
work. We call upon every minister
and church throughout the Assembly
to join with us in prayer and in .a

special effort to raise the $63,000, the
reported deficit, before the General Assemblymeets. It is to be understood
that thiB is extra and not to interfere
with the gifts for the present year.
An average of $800 from each Presbyterywill Day the debt.

It is needless to say that East AlabamaPresbytery will try to bring up
her part in addition to an increase
of $500 to the cause over that of last
year.
The gifts to benevolence for the past

year exceeded those of the preceding
year, this, too, when several large
personal gifts for education were ineludedin last year's report, and none
noted this year.
There was general dissatisfaction

w"h the report blanks and the Ass,inbly was overtured to amend same.
''orunilsNloners to the Assembly:

Principals, Rev. E. M. Craig, Prattvi"e;Rev. C. H. Rogers, Marbury;tyj_-
r'"ier Li. E. Morgan, Dothan; Elder
J. B. Walter, Snowdoun.

Alternates: Rev. D. P. McConnell,
Alexander City; Rev. W. W. Wood

»urn,Union Springs; Elder J. W.
Kamage, Montgomery; Elder O. W.
Harnett, Montgomery.
Stated Clerk: Rev. E. M. Craig was

re-elected for three years.
Hev. C. B. Carrie was elected permanentclerk for three years.

THE PRESB YTEBIi

Presbyteries
Adjourned meeting. Montgomery,

July l.r>, 1915.
Fall meeting, Floralu, October 12,

1915.
A hearty vote of thanks was given

for the delightful entertainment, and
greetings were sent R. H. McCaslin,
I .
J 1.

E. M. Craig, Staled Clerk.

KOKKION MISSIONS.

East Alabama Presbytery.
As this report is written we are in

the midst of a world war. For more
than six months millions of men have
been marching and counter-marching
across the plains and valleys and vinecladhills of Europe, making devastationand carnage unparalleled In the
history of the world. The conflict
has literally been world-wide. The
roar of artillery has shaken the Alpine
Heights, the sandy wastes of Africa,
the deserts of Asia and the frozen
solitudes of Siberia. The entire world
is feeling the econotnic and industrial
effects, the natives of the Himalayes
and the Indians of the Andean slopes
no less than the people in Europe and
America.
What does it all mean and what will

be the effect upon the kingdom of God .'
For we must not think that God has
in any way lost control of our planet.
He gave His Son to restore lost humanityto a Father's love, and we
should realize in this crucial hour that
behind the dim unknown, stands God
within the shadow, keeping watch upon
His own.

It is too early to see things in their
true perspective now. God has permittedthis mighty conflict and His
purpose in allowing it will, no doubt,
be clearer to us at some future time.
In the meantime, in this age of war,
the need of the hour is the universal
reign of the Prince of Peace. In this
world buried in sin, the one eternal
cure is the religion of Jesus Christ.
To diffuse his Spirit throughout the
world is the supreme mission of the
Church, the one sufficient bond of
human brotherhood. Upon this work,
represented by the Foreign Mission
Committee, the blessing of Ood has
been manifested more than ever.

In the year just closed 4,059 new

disciples were added to our membershipIn these fields, breaking alt
records. Hundreds have been baptized
and many hundreds are waiting on the
probation list. The attitude of almost
the entire world is one of attentivenessand friendliness. The old spirit
of hostility 1r gone and the people are

now listening. As one reads and thinks
of the forlorn, sin-stricken nations,
now so providentially prepared and
made ready for the tidings of a

Saviour, the heart is sick that the
Church cannot or will not meet adequatelythis supreme need, which
simply means eternal life or death to
so many human beings.

I am sure that we are all grateful to
God that our Foreign Mission Committeeclosed the year only $63,000 in
debt, which Includes the indebtedness
of nearly $40,000 from last year.
Under the circumstances this Is most
remarkable, and is clearly the result of
prayer. The total receipts for the year
were $542,000, of which $28,000 was

for specials, leaving $514,000 for the
regular work, which was $6,000 more
than the previous year.
While we should rejoice In a remarkabledeliverance, a tragic note Is sounded.thecommittee has reduced by

$45,000 Its appropriations for the next
year. Tn the midst of unparalleled
victory, under the signal blessing of
God, we have sounded a call for re-

kN OF THE SOUTH.
treat. Whether our Church's work
abroad will have to be still further
contraeted will depend very largely
upon what action is taken by the
spring Presbyteries. The necessity
for contract! n 1b, of course, a bitter
disappointment and crushing blow to
our faithful missionaries.
What will we do? What can we

do? We are living in a crucial hour,
when the air is charged with impendingworld-wide changes. Perhaps, at
this hour the Master is walking among
the lamp-stands, perchance to see if
any candle-stick should be removed.
What cau we do in East Alabama

Presbytery? What will we do? We
need more of the real sacrificial spirit
of our Lord. Are we willing? Then
remember, as Robert E. Speer says:
"Back of the darkened field at which
we have been gazing, is the darkened
face of Christ. The myriad voices
sounding in our ears are melting in
one voice, the voice we have so often
longed to hear. Let us just think of
this great throng of lost men as a
synonym of Christ. Then wo shall
get the right perspective. Are there
many in our Presbytery, yes, here in
this house now, who will say with
David Livingstone: "I will place no
value on anything I have or may posQpqsQflvo In Ha rolq Inn r\ lrln»/l*v»v»

or Christ?"
This spirit diffused throughout our

Church will quickly solve every
problem. Your committee would especiallycall attention to God's goodnessin answering the prayers that
the Church might be saved from
ruinous deficit. A most remarkable
miracle has happened before our eyes.
Just one week before the close of
the year, the shortage was a quarter
of a million dollars. But again God,
has shown us that He can and will
answer the prayer of faith. It is fittingat this time that our entire
Church should lift up a fervent prayer
of thanksgiving to God. The old year
closes and the new one begins with
many difficulties before us. To meet
these we have the promise, "Accordingto your faith, be it unto you."

Chairman.

PRESBYTERY OF N. ALABAMA.
Place of Meeting..Gadsden, April

13th.
Opening Sermon by Dr. Jno. S. Foster,Romans 8:28.
Moderator..Rev. George A. Grille.
New Church..The basement of the

beautiful new church was used as the
place of meeting and lunching.

Conferences on Sabbath-school Work
and Stewardship were held.
Home Missions..Most churches supplied,all workers paid, many meetingsheld and one church for organization.Rev. W. J. Garrison was

elected chairman fr»r now voar inutna.1

of Rev. H. C. Kegley, resigned.
Candidates: Sixteen candidates for

the ministry on our roll.
Dissolved: The churches of Munfordand Bryson Memorial dissolved.
Received: Rev. William McDougall

from C. P. church.
Overtures: One on colportage and

one on Sabbath school work.
Doctrinal sermon for next meeting,

Dr. P. L. Lewis.
Fayette place next meeting.

S. C.

MOBILE PRESBYTERY
Met in Broad Street church, Mobile,
April 13th. By request of the retiringmoderator. Elder Thad Har-
rison, the opening sermon was preachedby Rev. H. W. Wallace.

Rev. O. C. Dolphy was elected moderator,and Elder J. P. Mix, temporary
clerk.

A11 the ministers were present, and
an unusually large representation
from the churches. Rev. J. F. Ford,
pastor-elect of the Brewton chnrch,

(307) 9

presented liiu letter of transfer, and
was enrolled. The reports from the
churches were encouraging for the
most part, quite so, when we consider
the financial embarrassment that has
afflicted this section of the country.

All our cliurclie* are now supplied,
and but few report delinquency In
sunnnrt incr tholr nno*n»«a

Active measures were adopted lookingto the Every Member Canvass on
the part of all our churches. Only
three have thus far adopted the Assemblyplan.
The Foreign Mission cause was

earnestly presented by Rev. W. H
Rowe. The following item of the reportindicates its spirit. The times
call for renewed and increasing sacri
licial giving.

Every Christian should become an
intercessor. Prayer is needed, and
the work of faith, for now God is givingus great opportunity. Let our

Presbytery do its part in praying, and
giving and sending, that the Lord's
command may be obeyed.

Arrangement was made for the
licensing of Candidate W. C. Dolive
Concerning the matter of rotary eldership,no action was taken. It declinedto give its consent to the rule
returning one-half its commissioners
to the succeeding Assembly. It also
declined to express an opinion on the
proposed union with the U. P.
Church.

Presbytery sent up an overture
touching the matter of reducing the
expenses of the Assembly. Rev. H. W.
Wallace and Elder J. R. Liddell, of
Camden, Ala., were made principal
commissioners, and Rev. O. C. Dolphy
and J. R. Mix alternates.
A hearty vote of thanks was voted

Brother Hensley and his good people
for their very generous and pleasing
entertainment.

Next meeting will be held at Brewton.D. A. Planck, S. C.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
THE MINUTES OF THE GENERAL.ASSEMBLY TO THE

PRESBYTERY OF
MOBILE.

Your committee respectfully submitsthe following report:
1. We note with approval the action

of the Assembly in recommending the
tithe as a minimum offering.

2. The action of the Assembly in
refusing to rescind previous deliverancesdeclaring Romish baptism invalidis highly commendable and in
strict accordance with our history and
with the confession of faith.

3. It is gratifying to know that the
following amendment to our constitutionhas been duly enacted. This
requires that if a reunion of our
Church with any other should be contemplated,such union must be recom-
mended by the General Assembly,
concurred In by at least three-fourths
of the Presbyteries and enacted by a

succeeding Assembly. This action is
commended as both wise and conservative.

4. (Not adopted.)
5. On page 36 it is stated that the

Assembly authorized and directed the
Council of the Reformed Church to
give caretui ana fuii attention to the
whole subject of closer relations and
more effective administrative co-operationbetween the several Presbyterian
and Reformed churches represented
in the Council, with particular refenceto the formulation of an effectivefederation of their plans, work
and executive, or administrative
agencies, both in the home and foreign
fields. It is the judgment of your
committee that the Assembly has no

authority from the constitution, or the
Presbyteries, to convey such power to
any other body. The alliance commendedas a merely advisory body.


