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REST.
A young man of Galilee lived a poor man's

life, died the death of a criminal, condemned
by his own nation and the Roman government,
and was buried in a loaned grave,-and all historyis divided up by the distance of events
from his birth before and after. The story
of the world has been redated B. C. and A. D.

Five hundred million people worship
him as God, and all kings and presidentsof civilized nations claim to hold
their places by liis permission. Why is
it ? It is because he has given man-
Kiiui rest. lie said, "Come unto me all ye that
labor and are heavy laden, and T will give you
rest," and they came, and he has given them
rest. Every man that ever came to him has
received rest.
The greatest need of the world is rest, that

is. to be satisfied.
Man is restless. Walk along a business street

011 a week day, and what do you see? You see
men rushing hither and thither. What are

they after?
Money. What do they want with money?

They want enough. But when a man gets a
million he wants two. "The man who has
nothing but a million is poor," said a millionaire.Money does not satisfy the soul. It
does not even give a man an appetite, nor
make him sleep. It will not buy a friend. Men
that have millions and live on velvet carpets
are not satisfied, if that is all they have.

Others are seeking fame. They care not
for money. They wish the applause of their
fellows, and they expect to be satisfied. He
who mounts to the top of the ladder is like an

Alpine climber who has reached the icy lonelinessof the mountain peak and finds a vast
solitude.

Is it power? Well, are those happy who
get it? By no means. Alexander the Great
got about all there was of power in his day,
and wept. Why? Because he was not satisfied.So he died a drunkard.
The world has 110 rest for its votaries. What

will satisfy a man? God..nothing less. He
must possess God and be able to say, "O God,
Thou art my God." "Man's soul is made for
God and cannot rest until it rests in him."
Jesns Christ, is God. "No man cometh unto the
Father but by me." "He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father." When we embrace
Jesns Christ we possess God. The man without
God is like a fish flopping 011 the sandy shores.
It wants the deep sea.
How does possessing Jesus Christ bring

rest?
Because he pardons our sins. The sinner

unforgiven is restless. He is troubled by his
sins. A great criminal cried out, "O to be anotherman!" Man feels himself to be a sinner
and knows he is going to die. He dreads the
great unknown. He fears a judgment seat.
a condemnation before an all-seeing eye. Christ
forcrives his sin Phi*ist ic
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man hath power on earth to forgive sins," he
said to the woman of the city, who anointed
his feet with her tears and stood silent behindhim weeping. "Thy sins are all forgiven;go in peace." And she went away with
something in her soul that millions of money
could not buy. She had found rest, and heaven
was singing in her heart. How does forgivenessof sins bring peace? It removes the fear
of the future. "It is the fear of something
after death which makes cowards of us all."
The Christian knows that he is forgiven and
saved. ITe knows that there is now therefore
no condemnation to him because he believes in
Jesus.
God is his friend. He fears not poverty,

nor old age, nor danger, for he has an al-
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mighty friend who owns the gold and silver of
the world. We sat this afternoon by an aged
Christian woman, who is slowly dying with an
incurable disease. Her face had a calm and
happy expression. She is not afraid to die.
There is one "who makes all her bed in her
sickness," who "gives her songs in the night,"
and "underneath her are the everlasting
arms." She long ago heard Jesus say, "Come
unto me, and I will give vou rest." She came

she found rest, and is satisfied.
In no other way can we account for the marvelouspopularity of Christ.men have gotten

from him what they prefer to all other things.
There were many in his own time who came

to him and found rest and who valued what
he gave more than life.many of them died.
all were willing to die for what they got. And
through all the centuries he has had multitudeswho have been willing to die rather than
give up Christ.
The Lord has sent us here to speak for him,

to say, "Come unto me, and I will give you
rest." Not come to a church, nor a creed, nor
a saerament, but "Come unto me".Jesus.
God.man calls you to Him.
The Prodigal Son came home to his father

and found what he had long sought, rest upon
the bosom of his father. Christ calls ail prodigalsto come to him. He is our God, and he
who possesses him can say, "I have found rest,
unto my soul."

DEVELOPMENT BY EXERCISE.
The apostle tells us of "bodily exercise,"

which profiteth for a little time, and of Godlinesswhich is "profitable unto all things." He
contrasts physical exercise and spiritual exprnicpTlin mm io . A-
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develop as well as in its time. The other is
unlimited, both in results and in its continuousness.The one enervates and exhausts. The
other nerves and exalts. The one practiced
beyond a certain point accomplishes nothing.
The other may be endlessly indulged in and
will be increasingly fruitful and happy.

It is to the exercise of this spiritual life that
believers are called, and to the process by
which it may be developed. It is strengthened
by its very striving. We are told of Christ
that he offered up prayers and supplications
with strong crying and tears unto Him that
was able to save him from death, and was
heard in that he feared; and that though he
was a son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered, and thus was made
perfect. The lesson is obvious.
The spiritual life is strengthened by its

very trials. "Now for a season ye are in
lipnvinosa tlirnnuli monifoot A1.
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tlie trial of your faith, being more precious
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried
with fire, might be found unto praise and
honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ." It was for this reason that Paul rejoiced"in tribulations, knowing that tribulationworketh patience, and patience experience,and experience hope, and hope maketh
not ashamed."
The spiritual life is strengthened by its very

conflicts. Its fighting prepares it for more heroicand successful warfare against sin and
O ni m »

ior i nrisi. to tnis also the great apostle attests,"Be strong in the Lord, and in the power
of his might. Put on the whole armor of God."
"We are more than conquerors through him
that loved us." And when he was near the
close of his career he triumphantly exclaimed,
"I have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course. Henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness."
The spiritual life in exercise through striving.trial, conflict, struggle and fighting brings
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one into comradeship with Christ. "We aremade partakers with Christ, if we hold thebeginning of our confidence stedfast unto theend." The Captain of our salvation was madeperfect through sufferings. "For which causehe is not ashamed to eall them brethren." Theincentive to spiritual exercise and seekingstrength thereby is, therefore, beyond comi: .1
j/aiiouu. mc jiajjpiuess aau growth accompanyingit, the triumph following it, the
glory crowning it, the Christlikeness and"Christworthness" in it are surely enough tostir the faintest heart to new effort and to new
deeds of valor in the conqueror's name.
As with the body, those parts that are weak

may be developed into special strength by specialcare and exercise, so with the spirit. There
are some aspects of our spiritual life in which
we may be in special need, through evil development.Covetousness, pride, selfishness,censoriousness, self-indulgence, inattention or
indifference to God's will, may be reduced by
a vigorous daily regimen or practice of liberality,humility, living for others, large-hearted
charitableness, service, diligence in seeking to
know and in readily, promptly obeying God's
word. If we are wise we will begin the exercisethat will strengthen the soul.

THE DEACON WHO DOES NOT DEACONIZE.
By all odds the most difficult work of the

Church is that committed to the Board of Deacons.The money question is the delicate one.
Men who are sensitive about nothing else will
"fly up" when the deacon tries to separate
him from his earnings.
Many men who make deacons, who are good

for something, do not know how to reach a
man's conscience on the money matter, except
at the end of a basket on a pole.
What shall be done with the many men who

do not deacouize?
One thing we may do is to train him. Many
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training at all. It is true that much of his
training must come by way of practice. He is
to learn in the school of experience. But it
is also true that many do not appreciate the
value of a good deacon.
He ought to be taught that his office is scriptural.It is very important to the spiritual

development of the Church. No church whose
money affairs lag and languish can be a spiritualforce in the community. He could be
trained by going about this work in the companyof an older and skillful deacon. Shew
him how it is done. Especially train him in
the great work outside the local church. He
is apt to have narrow views of work of the
kingdom, and so the benevolent appeal does
not reach him with any degree of force.
We ought certainly to pray earnestly for

him by name. Many a poor, timid deacon
might be made into one who has great boldnessin the faith if the energizing power ot
prayer were turned upon him. If Napoleon
put courage into the heart of his army by tellingthem that "twenty centuries are looking
down on you," we might make over a dis-
couraged deacon if we let him know that the
Church is praying for him.that his courage
fail not.
We might use him in some of the lighter

and less delicate work of this Board. There
is much more to the office than merely getting
yioney. Many a man has a gift at shaking
hands; at greeting strangers; or seating the
assembling people; or at looking after the
house of God. Many of these duties might
well be assigned to the man who does not dea*
eonize in the matter of money. These are i®'
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