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cards and expressions of interest and
good will. The many marks of
thoughtfulness and affection from our
people have not failed to make our
Christmas of the very happiest. The
Sunday-school held its annual Christmascelebration Monday night. Decemhi»-»* !« 1.» i
.v> - I iu, UCIVI t U nun UL'U UUUStl.
The superintendent. Hon. E. S. Baker,
announced that Bramwell remains the
banner Sunday-school of Montgomery
Presbytery for the next year, as she
was last year. Then pins of solid
gold, of the system issued by our publishingCommittee, were awarded to
the pupils for good attendance as follows:For attendance without missing
a Sunday for the period of: five
years. Lois Lammers; four years, MargaretLammers. Thomas Pritchard;
three years. Mary McElrath. Margaret
McElrath, Elizabeth McElrath. Lucile
Shanklin. Margaret Jameson; two
years. Dorothy Harrison. William
Lammers. Richard Cecil, Bernard Perdue;one year. Albert Jones, Frank
Harrison. Ora Plncnn

due, Sarah Frances Perdue, Percy McElrath,Haraden Jones. A cantata
was then rendered by the pupils, with
Mother Goose and her numerous flock
in evidence. In the midst of the festivities.Santa Claus entered, well ladenwith gifts, and the whiskers were
the whiskers of Santa Claus, but the
voice was the voice of the Rev. S. W.
Moore, the much beloved former pastorof this congregation. Toys, candiesand oranges were then distributedto the school, and the congregation
was dismissed. Much credit should
be given to the superintendent and his
faithful corps of teachers, for the excellentlyrendered programme, and
yet more for the flourishing condition
of the school.

A. S. Rachal.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.
Rev. R. X. Abraham, from Palmet-

to to Dade City, Fla.
Rev. J. T. Dendy, from Rock Hill,

S. C., to Belmont, X. C.

VIRGINIA SYNOD'S HOMEMISSIONS.
I desire, through the columns of

the Presbyterian of the South, to send
my hearty greetings to all the
churches in our Synod, and to wish
for them all a happy and prosperous
New Year, and one filled with the
fruits of the Holy Spirit.

I desire, again, at this season to
thank them, from the recesses of my
soul, for the hearty and prompt responsewhich they made in December
to my appeal for funds to pay the
workers their salaries the day before
Christmas. About December 15,
1913, I made this appeal for the first
time. I thought it was a good thing,
and so did they, and they sent me
the 11,500.00 asked for, and did so
"without grudging." The men got
their checks by December 24th, just
as "Santa" was fixing himself to "come
down the chimney." In December.
1914, we repeated the appeal and this
time called for $1,400.00, and got It;
again the men got their checks December24th. Thinking the brethren would
deem it really an uiikindness to them
not to call for funds for 1915 Christmassalaries, we again appealed for
$1,200.00 (you see we were not quite
so hard up this time), and in a few
days (by return mail, mostly) we had
it, and again "old Santa" smiled as
he stuck the checks into the workers'
"stockings" the night of the 24th.

But there is this difference b'J ween
the usual Christmas gift and these
checks. The checks would be duo January1st as debts.the gift part was
the advance of one week made, to give
them a bit of Christmas cheer. It is
great to let these men know the
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churches of Synod appreciate their
work. As a rule they are not pastors
of churches and they do not have those
cheering Christmas sidelights along
the way as most pastors do. They do
not receive the appreciative "poundings."the fat turkey with oysters, tho
fruit cake, a barrel of flour (maybe
two), cords of wood and tons of coal,
things with which to till the larders;
a purse of from $10.00 to $100.00;
semi-occasionally an automobile, or a
buggy and horse; a buggy robe (how
warm! I'm sitting on a splendid one
now that the young people of dear old
Timber Ridge church gave me while I
was their pastor); a long-desired supplyof new books with sectional bookcasesto hold them; or finally a pet
goat for the children that eats up
everything from the gravels in the
Hum nam iu iue attest new launary
liung on the clothes line. The above
is not the "spice of life" that comes
to the Home missionary, but if he
can get home on December 23rd and
his monthly check greets him on the
24th, this advance of a few days of his
dues does cheer him. and we can hear
him say: "Well! After all we are
not forgotten." Now, as this move
has been so successful for three years,
let's make it an "annual." Everything
else these days gets out its "annual."
why should not the Synod get out one,
and what could be a better one than
this "advance"?

In conclusion let me suggest two
things: (1) That those churches that
have not felt the thrill of happiness
by responding heretofore to this
Christmas call, will hereafter jump
into the "bandwagon" and join the
hearty Christmas procession. (2) Rememberthat January, 1016, will be
about one-half gone when you read
this, and that January salaries will be
due February 1st, and will be just as
acceptable to the workers as the Decembersalaries were, and there is
very little in the treasury at this writing(January 8th) with which to pay
them. See?

So whatever else you forget about
this article, don't forget No. 2 of the
conclusion.

J. E. Booker.
Hampden-Sidney, Va.

FOREIGN MISSIONS RECEIPTS.
The Executive Committee of

Foreign Missions makes the following
report of receipts: For December the
total amount was $30,451.23, which is
$1,871.98 more than for December,
j an. ror the nine months from
April 1st to December 31st the total
receipts were $237,299.01, which is
$11,903.31 less than for the same
time in 1914. The amount needed for
the year ending March 31, 1916, is
$569,933.25. To meet the needs
$332,634.24 must he raised by March
31st.

FOUR FINANCIAL. FOREIGN MIR8IONFACTS.

Egbert W. Smith.
1. Our Foreign Mission expense

percentage is 6.6 per cent of receipts,
which is below the expense percentage
of most missionarv hnar.la

2. The total cost of the work has
been painfully reduced from $551,000to $507,000. The last two years'
deficits total $52,000. The church
must, therefore, give $570,000 to pay
the work through In full to next April.
1. This Is far less than the amount
appropriated by the Assembly as the
"minimum" for this cause .

3. Against this we have received
to January 1, $237,000. This la $12.000less than receipts to same date last
year, the difference being mainly due
to falling off In legacies. This leaves
$333,000 to be recelvod between January1 and next April 1 1. Experience
proves that receipts will fall far short

L N OF THE SOUTH.
uf this iiguro uuless a vigorous
church-wide effort is mado.

4. Self-Denial Envelopes with appropriateleaflets are being sent to all
pastors and stated supplies. If they,
the people's chosen leaders, will distributethem promptly and call their
members to prayer and self-denial, tho
needed sum will be raised. Let every
one who reads this statement offer a
silent prayer for an outpouring of
God's quickening Spirit upon our
Church's leaders.

A NOBLE EXAMPLE OF
GENEROSITY.

The new year opens with an item
of good cheer, which brings great encouragementto the Assembly's Home
Mission Committee, in the form of a
most generous contribution to its
Mountain Missions, amounting to
$3,000, with assurances that it will
be an annual gift.
The liberal donor has been a strong

friend of the cause, and on more than
one occasion came to our relief in
time of financial embarrassment. His
growing interest in the work has
prompted him to assume the entire
support of one of our most importantMountain Institutions, having
seven teachers, and 140 pupils; and
we believe it marks a new day In the
development of the work.
The Church must surely be impressedwith the character of the work In

our mission schools when it learns
that after investigation, one of its
most devoted members has decided
that it is well worth while to make
this splendid investment in behalf of
a people of such bright promise.
Two things have recently greatly

embarrassed the Home Mission Committeein the prosecution of the task
assigned it by the General Assembly.
One is the debt which fell so suddenly
and so heavily on the cause. The
other is the increased demands for
assistance in behalf of promising openings.and the distrpsslnc onnonln
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urgent need, which the Committee is
utterly unable to meet. As an offset
to this embarrassing situation comes
this substantial gift, which will awken
profound gratitude throughout the
whola Church; and which we trust will
inspire others to imitate his example
in order that the growth of the Home
Mission Work may continue to bless
the Church with such magnificent results.

S. L. Morris, Secretary.
TIIK INFLUENCE OP OUR MOUNTAINSCHOOL.

Never before during one day have
i uboh »o impressed with the Influencethat the Lees MacRae Institute Is
exerting over the women of the mountainsas I wa slast Sunday. At 11
o'clock I preached at Pineola. In the
congregation were seven girls (one
of whom was at the organ) who have
been students at the L. M. I. Three
others belong to this congregation, but
two of them were away teaching school
and the third was nursing a sick
mother.

At 3 o'clock I preached at Linvllle,
having stopped for dinner half way
between the two places, at tbe home
of another old pupil who had married
and is now living in another State.
In * »

v»»«j cuiiBiugmiun mere were two
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more 6f our former students, one of
whom was at the organ while In the
villago there live two others who are
married and have families.

At 7 o'clock I preached at Newland,
which, by the way, has the distinctionof being the youngest county seat
in the State, and only one church and
that a Presbyterian. In the congregationthero were three moro of our
pupils, one of whom is a teacher in
the High School at that place, wliilo
in the town there are three others,
two of whom are wives and mothers.

It is needless to say that all of these
young women showed conspicuous
signs of their good training at BannerElk. I was reminded of what I
have heard more than one person say,
"You can spot a LeeB MacRae girl
wherever you see her."

As I rode home the next morning
avruss i3iuuu uarny mountains, wnite
with snow, I made a mental note of
the following facts: Belonging to
those three congregations there are
twenty young women who have been
students at the Lees MacRae Institute,
three of whom are full graduates.
Four are now teaching day schools.
Six are heads of families. Two are
organists. Four that I know of are
teachers in the Sunday-schools. Twelve
are members of the Presbyterian
church, ten of whom joined while in
school, and all, so far as I know, are
professing Christians. Then I rememberedthat what is true of these congregationsis also true in many others
through the mountains.

By the time I had well tabulated
these facts in my mind I had reached
the foot of the mountain and was, at
the Grandfather Orphans' Home. The
yard was full of children, for it was
their noon recess. Mr. Holcomb came
to the gate with a smile on his face
and said that he had two pieces of
good news. One was that a society
way down in Florida had sent eleven
dollars for the home. The other was
that the laymen of the Banner Elk
Presbyterian church, at their regular
meeting on Sunday night, had agreed
to support one of the orphan boys In

WOOD'S
Prosperity Seeds.
With bright prospects aheadfor good prices on Vegetableana all Farm products,

our farmers should feel encouragedto plant improvedvarieties of seeds, so as to increasetheir croos.

WOOD'S VEGETABLE SEEDS,long known for their superiorquality and productiveness,have greatly increased
in demand and popularity
WOOD'S GRASS, CLOVER and

FARM SEEDS are of tested germinationand superior qualities.Write for prices.
WOOD'S DESCRIPTIVE CATALOG
gives valuable information about
all Seeds for the Farm and Garden.

Mailed free on request.
T.W.WOOD & SONS,
SEEDSMEN, - Richmond, Va.
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