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olic seeks public office, ask him what he thinks
about the American Constitution, the public
school, etc. If he freely ami openly endorse
these things, I will take his words at their
face value. I know that there is a doctrine
in the Roman Catholic Church, according to
which by mental reservation they can say one

thing and mean another; but those tricks are
not now played by laymen and less by Americanlaymen. I believe that 1 have in support
of my view the example of laymen in general
in all countries and nations.

CHOSEN IN CHRIST.

By Rev. Thos. D. Cartledge.
"According as He hath chosen us in Ilim.''

Eph. 1:4.
The Holy Ghost in the passage before us is

discussing Jesus Christ. What he is to the
world, what he has done for the world, and
our relation to him, and his life in the world.
Among the many things the Holy Ghost says

is this: According as he has chosen us in
him. Our purpose in the present study is to
consider that choice. Let us notice that the
message the Holy Ghost brings is to us. Paul
the writer of the Epistle and the Church in
Ephesus, or the Christians there, and not to
the people of the city indiscriminately. And
what is true of the Ephesiau Christians is
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irue 01 us uji.01 you, my aear brother, and
of me. The Father has chosen us in him, that
is Jesus Christ. The word used in the text is
a very strong one, and is from a word which
means to take out, to pluck out, to tear out,
to select for oneself, to choose, to rescue, deliver.Let us notice some of these meanings
as introductory to the discussion. lie takes
us out as though we were unable to go of
ourselves, and we were unable and unwilling
to go out, and would never have gone out unlesshe had come and taken us out. lie plucked
us out as ripened fruit ready to fall and decay.
We were ripe for condemnation and ruin and
before we fell finally away he plucked us out
of ruin. He tears us out as the prisoner
strongly bound is torn out of his chains and
given liberty. We were bound, led captive
at Satan's will, but he has come and torn us

away from bondage.
Preceding all this taking, plucking, tearing

out there must be a resolution to do so, and
this resolution is seen in the meaning, select
for himself. It is wholly unnecessary to say
that God determines to do these thincs fnr
man before He begins to do them, and this determinationis the choice lie makes of us. It
is also clearly seen that the taking, plucking,
tearing out while prospective and absolutely
guaranteed by the act of choosing, or selecting
for himself. The salvation, therefore, of the
chosen was as certain at the time of choosing
as it was after it was actually accomplished.
But is there such a thing as the choosing of
men to salvation? We must let the Bible
answer the question, and an answer is all we
can give. An explanation is unnecessary, nor
is it necessary to attempt to reconcile one portionof Scripture with another portion. We
do not believe it is the business of the Church
to reconcile Scripture with Scripture for every
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other Scripture and what lack of harmony
there seems to exist, is in the mind of the
reader of Scripture and not in the Scripture
itself. In this matter of choosing the Old
Testament and the New are in perfect accord,
and in very much the same phraseology. The
Lord hath chosen Jacob for himself and Israel
for his peculiar treasure. Ps. 135:4. We will
not explain this Scripture but only give you
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the words. It is our purpose to give facts
not explanations. The man who does not
want to accept these things must explain them
away, if lie can. Again. Knowing, brethren
beloved, your election of God. 1 Thes. 1:4.
Ye have not chosen me but I have chosen you.
John 15:16. These are only three passages
of the great many which might as easily be
given, but the many are not necessary. If a

truthful friend of yours were to tell you in a

simple statement, I have purchased for myself
a new home, would you not believe him on

this simple statement, or would it be necessary
for him to repeat it many times before you
believed it? Why, then should it he necessary
for God to repeat this statement of election so

many times before we believe it? And. why
should you demand of God that He explain
Himself and His statement? We dishonor Him
when we refuse to believe His simple statement,or demand an explanation. Such an
act on our part is virtually saying to God,
what you say in the Bible may be true, but I
will not believe it until you explain the statementand reconcile it with all other parts of
the Bible. My friends, we give you this simplestatement of truth without explanation:
According as he hath chosen us in him.

2. When? A very interesting question presentsitself just here. If the Father chose us
in Him when did He choose? There are two
answers to this question, one of which is false,
while the other is true. God has given us the
true answer and a great body of Christians
have accepted that answer. There are those,
however, who have given the other answer.

Here, as in so many other places, God's
thoughts are not our thoughts, and His ways
are not our ways. The whole question nar-
rows down to this: Are we saved and then
chosen, or are we chosen and then saved, or
are we chosen because God sees that we were

going to be saved? Some men say that we
are saved and then chosen, or we are chosen
because God sees that we are going to be
saved anyway. Other men say that we are
chosen and then saved, and the choice makes
sure the salvation. If a man be chosen becausehe is saved, or is to be saved, where is
the benefit in the choice? He is now enjoy-
ing, or is to enjoy, irrespective of the choice,
all the benefits arising from the choice. If
he be saved and then chosen it matters not
whether he be chosen or passed by.

Again. If men are saved and then chosen,
or chosen because. God foresees their salvation,
then the choice is because of our good works
already done, and being done, or those which
are to be done. The choice is not. of grace, hut
of works and God is paying them their dues,
or recompensing them for labor done. Such
being the case, the second chapter of this
Ephesian epistle and much other Scripture
must be revised so as to make them harmonizewith the work basis instead of the grace
basis. But we need not reason about the matter,but let God answer the question from his
own book. The words following +V10 forJ

answer the question: According as he hath
chosen us in him before the foundation of the
world. Eph. 1:4. Because God hath from the
beginning chosen us to salvation. 2 Thes. 2:13.
For the children being yet unborn, neither
having done any good or evil ... It was
said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.Rom. 9:11. Remember, we are not here
to explain Scripture, nor to reconcile pass-
agu wiui passage, diu solely to declare Scripture.We must let Scripture explain and reconcileitself. We must simply hear and believeit.

3. Chosen unto what? There must be some
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purpose or end to be attained in this matter
of choosing. What is that end! What did
God have in mind when He chose man? We
believe there is a very definite end to which
men are called, and it will not be a hard matterto fird that end. That purpose is not that
men may get to heaven and enjoy its beauties;
that would be a glorious end, but there is
something before heaven which is more gloriousthan heaven. We are chosen not to a

location, but to a condition, but when He
chooses us to a condition He at the same time
and by virtue of the choice determines the
location. Our condition on being chosen is
far better than heaven, and makes heaven
anywhere. But let ns hear wliaf Oral th« T.rnvt

will speak, for He will speak peace unto us.
In the verse immediately following the text
verse we have these words, and they are in
the same sentence with the text: Having predestinatedus unto the adoption of children.
Vs. 5. We being the children go to heaven,
God's home, just as earthly children go to
the home of the earthly father. They are not
children because they go to the father's
house because they are children. Because God
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvationthrough sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth. 2 Thes. 2:13. As we have
said before, we are saved because we have been
chosen, and not chosen because we have been
saved. The choosing comes first and the purposeor end of choosincr salvntirm onmoo oftoK

ward. He did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of His Son. Rom. 8:29. We are predestinatedto be like Jesus, not to go where he
is. The conformity is in character and not in
location. Ye have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you and ordained you that ye should
go and bring forth fruit. John 15:16. I have
chosen you that you may be active and zealous
in Christian life and service. Thus you have
become children and as children you ^row
like Christ, and as he was zealous for the
Father so will you be. What a beautiful and
orderly arrangement of the divine plan for
your life and mine.

4. By what rule did he make this choice f
We believe that He works in an orderly mannerand by well established law and arrangement,and for the very best reasons. He never
acts in an unreasonable, disorderly or illogicalmanner. When, therefore, He chose us
as hereinbefore described, we believe that He
acted reasonably, orderly, logically. He does
not tell us why He chose man, or any man,
nor why He chose this man and passed by that
man, but knowing man as He did, and does,He must have had some good reason, and we
are not at liberty to demand that reason. "The
cor-rot tkmm - /~1-J »1 -rrr . * «
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in Deut. 29:29: When he pleases to reveal those
secret things let us thank Him. Should lie not
reveal them let us not doubt Him, nor charge
God foolishly.
One thing we may be very sure of: God's

reason is not in man. What He is or has
been, nor in man's relation to Him. That reasonis stored in the great loving heart of God.
The reason is in Himself alone. Having made
known unto us the mystery of His will, accordingto His good pleasure which He hath purnosedin Himself Tn wliAm olon nf
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tained an inheritance, being predestinated accordingto the purpose of Him who maketh all
things after the counsel of Ilis own will. Eph.
1:9-ll. According to the eternal purpose
which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Eph. 3:11. Thus you see, as before stated,
the rule and reason are both in God Himself
and we'have no right to demand either, and
still there is no reason to doubt His love beiiuaa
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