
Why not have a year of revived prayer meet¬
ing attendance and emphasis? God is ready
to bless, even where two or three are met to¬
gether, but let us not be content that only two
or three should have the blessing. Make a
resolution and keep it, that "I will be in the
prayer meeting on every occasion possible."
Then the kingdom will come, and some point

be given to the prayer which our Saviour
taught his disciples to pray.

A. A. L.
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THE WORLD TURNING TO CHRISTIANITY

By Richard V. Gaines.
We are informed by that great evangelist,

lvinura San, that as definite results of the call
Protestant missionaries have already united in
this great revival, and that 474 new mission¬
aries have been called to take care of the busi¬
ness. But Dr. S. Earl Taylor, who is secretary
of the Board of Foreign Missions, U. S. A.,
would turn the attention of the Christian
world toward China. In this empire a great
revolution has taken place.

It required fifty years to win the first thou¬
sand converts in China. Recently a larger
number than this were enrolled as inquirers
and that during a single night, in one city. In
the province of Hingwa, China ,one hundred
and eleven new churches have been organized
during the last two years by one denomination.
In this city it is necessary to hold three meet¬
ings a day in a building which scats 800 peo¬
ple and to refuse any one the privilege of at¬
tending more than one meeting. Imagine an
American church making such rules. Shortly
after the war began Sherwood Eddy spoke in
twelve cities to 321,000 members of educated
classes, admitted by tickets. The result was
that seven thousand high officials, scholars,
and native gentry, men who held the destiny
of the nation, turned to Christianity and are
now enrolled in Bible classes.
During the past year 5,000 members have

been added to one denomination and two mis¬
sionaries report over 1,000 converts each.

Bishop Stuntz says that during the pastfew months, in South America, many converts
have been gathered into the churches. Churches
are packed to the doors in Mexico and sales of
Bibles have reached 22,000 copies in portionsof the Scriptures.

In India, the mission churches and schools
are full and more than 150,000 applicants for
baptism have been received. Revivals are on
in France and Bulgaria and throughout Eu¬
rope there is a world-wide spiritual renaissance,and the desolation of war have driven the
masses of the people back to divine guidance

" .and security. Amen.
Saxe, Va.

the layman and the kingdom.

By \V. A. Harper, President Elon College.
"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;Tilt, he that doeth the will of my Father whichin heaven." Matt. 7 :21.
On a well-known occasion during the Civil
ar, General Robert E. Lee made for the front
rsonally to lead his men to victory. He was,
wever, denied this privilege, his men re-
sing to advance unless he should return to
e rear. In the array of the Lord we pursue1st the reverse course, greatly to our hurt^nd the Kingdom's defeat. In the Church, we

laymen wish our generals, our ministers, to
keep constantly in the front, while we, the
individual soldiers, do poor service even at pro¬
tecting the rear. It is a serious situation.
one calling for serious consideration on the
part of serious-minded laity of the Church.
It is much as if, in war-time, our government
should send the teachers at the Army and Na¬
val academics to the front, while the men

they had trained remained at home and read
the accounts of great national victory in the
newspapers. We know under such conditions
there would be only national disaster to re¬
port. The general prevalence of such a con¬
dition throughout the churches in this country
explains why it takes fifty Christians a whole
year to win one new recruit for the Kingdom.
It also explains why the average church, the
country over, adds only about three members
to its roll in one year. It still further ex¬
plains why we fail to reach for Christ con¬
siderably more than half even of the children
in our Sunday-schools. Manifestly we need to
change our plan of campaign.
The notion that the layman's obligation to

the Kingdom is fulfilled if he pays the min¬
ister and attends the public services of the
sanctuary, and, if requested, becomes an of¬
ficer in the Church, is a pagan notion. No¬
where in Scripture is it thus taught. The
early Cluirch for the first four centuries of its
history, without regular places of worship,
without wealth, without social prestige, with¬
out governmental toleration even, spread like

a mighty conflagration. Every private mem¬
ber was a firebrand in its irresistible onward
sweep. Why? Because every layman was a
witness for Christ. In those days it was the
minister's duty to train his laymen to ser¬
vice, and their joy was to serve. Preaching
as such held a relatively unimportant position
in the Church. Personal evangelism by lay¬
men was the fundamental secret of growth and
achievement. After Christianity became the
religion of the Roman world, more and more
such personal witnessing fell into disuse and
preaching came to fill a larger place in the
program of the Church. There are those to¬
day who regard it as the Church's only duty
to the age. There are others, and a growing
company, too, who, while not in the least dis¬
counting the value of preaching, deny that
the Church's full duty is fulfilled by supplyingit. They know that personal witnessing for
Christ by laymen whose lives are fully dedi¬
cated to him is not only a duty, hut a neces¬
sity.
Such witnessing is necessary for the lay¬

man himself. There is no self-salvation. The
pathway to spiritual victory is through the
valley of self-renouncement. The Mount of
Transfiguration is never a fit dwelling placefor the faithful servant. The Transfiguration
scene is an electric power station where hu¬
man batteries are stored with spiritual energy.But the energy will dissipate itself if taber¬
nacles for storing its human receptacles are
erected on the mount. At the foot of the hill
is a valley needing energy, and there alone
can it be saved to useful employment. We
laymen need to study this TransfigurationScene. We need to study it, that we may not
make Peter's mistake.

Let me repeat again that progress in spir¬itual things is possible only through self-re¬
nouncement. The gospel is good news, but
news is not news unless it is published. Its
goodness and sweetness moulder and canker
unless they be given current circulation. The
spirit of the gospel is properly to be conceived,not in adherence to a stony decalogue, but in
the sacrifice that glorifies Calvary. We can-

not keep our spiritual blessings. The -only way
to enjoy them is to give them away. Spiritual
life grows by self-renouncement. Like the
bread cast on the waters, it returns with en¬

larged harvest, having blessed him who re¬
ceived, but much more him who gave. The
joy of personal salvation is great, but the joy
of leading others to the Master is greater. To
this every personal worker will gladly sub¬
scribe. There is no passion comparable to
the passion for souls. It is God-like. It makes
a man not only more a man to be animated by
such a passion; it makes him more than a man
.it makes him Christ-like. The great need of
the Church to-day is for laymen with a pas¬
sion for souls.
Service the watchword of our day.and sac¬

rifice, the motive power of our service.sterling
qualities these of the Christia nlife. In these
noble and ennobling soul qualities, our Father
is our all-sufficient exemplar. What service
He has ever exhibited to us.ward I "What sac¬
rifice man -ward He has made. The coming of
His Son is the illustration, incarnate, perpet¬
ual of His matchless love and devotion to us!
We would be poor, indeed, but for our Fath¬
er's love and sacrifice. But, I speak it rever¬
ently, this sacrifice was necessary for God.
Our Heavenly Father would be a demon, not
God, but for His loving heart. Omnipotence,
when unsanctified by infinite tenderness and
love, must perforce become hellishness itself.
Men of power on earth, when lacking in the
spirit of sacrifice, have invariably brought dis¬
aster to their fellows. The sorrow and suf¬
fering, the bloodshed and slaughter, that have
disgra^pd the annals of history, whence did
they arise save in the ambitions of men of
great power whose hearts knew not the mel¬
lowing quality of human brotherhood? When
given its rightful sovereignty in the life, this
principle of sacrifice, this law of service, brings
us close to God. When selfishness reigns in the
heart, God cannot dwell there. He will im¬
mediately leave the life that having opened
the door for His entrance endeavors to en¬
joy His presence in isolation and exclusive-
ness.

Far be it from me to suggest an impropermotive for the life of service and sacrifice.
The joy of such a life is to me its sweet win-
someness. Any man who tests it in actual ex¬
perience will receive an inspiration which no
words can adequately portray. May this joylead us to undertake in His name! But this
message would not be complete unless the pen¬alty for failure to embrace this privilege of
the Christian life shall also be given. Bad is
the penalty as portrayed by the inspiredwriter. You will find it in 1 John 3:16-17.
"We know what love is through Christ's hav¬
ing laid down his life on our behalf; and in
the same way we ought to lay down our lives
for our brother men. But if any one has this
world's good (wealth) and sees his brother
in need, and yet hardens his heart against him
.how can such a one continue to love Godf"
That is the penalty. If we are possessed of
any good, no matter what, and are unwillingto communicate it to our brother men who
have it not, no matter whether they ask for
it or not, we cannot continue to love God. God
will continue to love us, but we because of
our hardness of heart and unbrotherly selfish¬
ness cannot love Him. We, therefore, cut our¬
selves off fro mllim and lose our own souls.
I am no Jeremiah, hurling anathemas at myfellow-laymen, but the word of God is plain.We must sacrifice ourselves, or lose ourselves.
Do not suppose that the law of sacrifice can

be satisfied by merely giving up something.
money for instance. We are to give money, no


