
Women's Societies
SUGGESTIONS.

By Miss C. It. Campbell.
I pray for them. Jesus Christ.

Let tho Holy Spirit make my whole
life an abiding in Thee and Thy In¬
tercessions, so that my prayer may be
its echo, and the Father hear me In
Thee and Thee in me..Andrew Mur¬
ray.

t

Free Helps for Missionary Study
Classes.

Of course, you are going to have
a Mission Study Class, and use the
very live book, "The Living Christ
for Latin America"; or if you live in
the country, where even your "Fords"
cannot annihilate mud and distance,
you are going to start a Heading Cir¬
cle by 'phoning around to all the wo¬
men about it.
With the book, which costs 40 cents

from' the Presbyterian Book House,
Richmond, there comes a most helpful
denominational supplement free of
cost; and for 10 cents more, a very
enlightening Leader's Manual.
And if you write Dr. J. I. Arm-

strong, 154 Fifth avenue, Nashville,
Tenn., he will gladly send you, with¬
out cost, copies of the latest Foreign
Mission Reoort, which has success¬

fully kept up the interest in mission
study in one. class as the only text¬
book.

Dr. Armstrong will also send you a
series of lessons on Brazil, prepared
for Sunday-schools and Young Peo¬
ple's Societies, but will also give older
people some exercise for their gray
matter.
And while the mothers are study¬

ing the heavier book, it will be most
fitting that the sons and daughters
should be occupied with the same field
of our missionary activities.

Don't fail to get these free things
which the committee will be rejoiced
to be called on for; and then write
to know what else they have to give
away; and ask the same question of
the Woman's Auxiliary, Tenth and
PeaclUree streets, Atlanta. You may
meet very pleasant surprises.
And especially write Nashville for

many copies of "War Rations," given
below:

War Rations Declared for the South¬
ern Presbyterian Church from

February 1 to 21, 1017.

(February 1-21 is the season assigned
Foreign Missions by last Gen¬

eral Assembly.)
Warring nations in Europe limit by

law the food, clothing and other sup¬
plies of civilians, that the soldiers at
the front may be properly equipped

f and fed.
Europe's Sacrifice.

In a great nation over-seas the fol¬
lowing placards are everywhere seen:

"Save every penny you can and lend
it to the government to help win this
war."
"Help our men on the firing line by

going without things and confining
your spending to necessaries."

"£ut off every luxury, and be sure
that what you consider comforts are

>. not really luxuries."
In that nation only Invalids and

snobs ride first-class now. The well-
to-do are cheerfully paying an income
tax of more than 40 per cent. The
business of fashionable costumers has
fallen off 75 per cent.
Hundreds of thousands of women,

many of them delicately reared, are
voluntarily doing men's work In mu¬
nitions fact/fiea. Thousands of these
are young women worklifg on lyddite

shells. They are called "canaries."
They know this work will cost them
their fresh complexions and turn them
yellow. Gladly they do it for coun¬
try s sake.

Conditions at the Front.
Nearly every letter from our 368

missionaries is a plea for reinforce¬
ments. In the two weeks before one
of them left for home on furlough he
was visited by forty delegations, from
distant points, begging him to bring
back teachers for them.
Without needed help, many of our

missionaries are succumbing to over¬
work. Physical breakdown has made
necessary the return of nineteen in
«lie Inst twelve months.

Nearly all our mission schools are

turning away applicants for lack of
funds to provide needed room. One
school, after crowding thirty boarders
n tWo 18-foot-square rooms, had to
turn away thirty-eight eager and
Promising young men.
From another school comes the cry:
It is hard to continue to say 'no

room to girls who have walked fifty
or more miles to get to the school and
Plead with tears to be given a place.
It is hard to deny them all chance of
an education, and oftentimes what
seems all chance of being a Chris-
tian.

Saeriflces on the Firing Line
Stinted home gifts compel many of

our missionaries to live in uncomfort-
a e, unsanitary native houses. This
reduces efficiency, impairs health, and
in some cases threatens life. They do
not complain. We are complalnl.B

r them. Twenty-one homes are 1m-
peratively needed.
Lack of funds forced the Nashville

Committee two years ago to make a
-0 per cent cut for 1915, and one

an added 10 per cent cut
r 1916, on the missions* estimates
amounts necessary for their local

work. To save the work, and supply
the Church withholds, our mis-

sionaries are resorting to extreme per¬
sonal sacrifices.

In a private letter received this
week one of them writes:

whiJhheTCr WaS a t6rrlbIe b,ow- f.m
vvhich I have not recovered. Unless
help comes, it will result in my work.g

.I7ne Lserl0U8 deflclt ,n March-

from* t
18 the m°ney to come

m. i See no hope but to take It

T hL ^ uW" P°Cket- My w,fe and
have bought no new clothes to- speak

0 or years. I am now wearing a

clothe8Prln* fU,t- 1 haVe n° W,nter

En^.LeXCePt °,d 8Ult 1 bou^ in
England seven years ago. Over that
1 wear an overcoat I wore in college "

AY here the Enemy Is Entrenched
Of the 25,000.000 for whose evan-

Ke zation we have accepted the sole
responsibility, more than !u,lf are stiU
untouched by any gospel agency,
low many millions more of these, dy-
"K n the dark, shall wifness against
us at the bar of God? m this mass
of suffering, perishing heathenism, can
we not discern the lineaments of a
Face and hear a Voice saying "inas
much as ye did it not to these,' ye did
it not to me"?

In one Southern State, with less
than 3,000.000 population, there are
three times as many Protestant minisl
ters as the total number sent by all
denominations to China, with its popu¬
lation of one-fourth the human race

This fattening of ourselves on com¬
parative plenty in the presence of
starving, dependent millions, on whom
we beritow crumbs, calls for works
meet for repentance.for war rations
in every Christian home.

Adequate occupation of our foreign
field requires 11,000,000 a year or

twice the $527,000 given last year.
Three weeks of sacrificial living,

February 1-21, will provide and pro¬
vision a sufficient force. It means

doubling our gifts. Prayer and self-
denial will reach It. Nothing else will.
Shall the heroic sacrifices of Europe
put to shame the Church of the Lord
Jesus Christ?
Great Victories Give Fresh Motive for

Great Sacrifice.
Recent statistics from three of the

strongest denominations In America
show the increase in the number of
their foreign communicants in a ten-
year period to be, respectively, 45, 02
and 100 per cent; onrs 244 per cent.
On Its seventy-fifth anniversary of

work in Africa a famous Board re¬
cently reported 6,500 communicants.
On its twenty-fifth anniversary our
African mission reported 13,216 com¬
municants.
The Captain of our Salvation is

using us to win his victories! Hear
his order: "If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself."

TO THE WOMEN OF THE VIRGINIA
8YNODICA1*

Again, my earnest plea is that you
send for mission literature. There is
much that you can have for the ask¬
ing, and there is much that is many
times worth your most precious
money.
And let us all try to catch some¬

thing of Mrs. Cronk's rousing mes¬
sage in the story given below.

Carrie Lee Campbell,
Syn. Sec. Foreign Missions.

The Passing of the Annual Lamenta¬
tion.

(A story of Mission Study by Mis¬
take.)

By Mrs. E. C. Cronk.
It was 4 o'clock In the afternoon.

The day was hot, and the seventy-five
delegates in Missionary Convention
assembled were tired. With polite
inattention they listened to the report
of the Mission Study secretary.

There had never been much inter¬
est in Mission Study in that conven¬
tion. To many of the members it was

a rather indefinite, and decidedly an
impossible and unnecessary thing, pro¬
posed by some of the younger set of
missionary enthusiasts.
The principal activity of the Mis¬

sion Study secretary was to lament
at each annual convention in formal
lamentation, which she had acquired
from her predecessor, "That so little
interest is taken in this most Impor¬
tant department of our work, which
should be of inestimable benefit in dis¬
seminating information about our
work both at home and abroad."
With this annual lamentation the sec¬
retary now closed her reports The
lamentation was adopted along with
the rest of the report by a weak, unin¬
terested affirmative.

It was the duty of the president to
appoint a new Mission Study secretary
at this meeting. Her eyes swept the
audience questioningly and rested
doubtfully on Mildred Marshall.

"Of course Mildred would not do
anything with Mission Study, but then
no one ever has," she thought, "and
it may get the Marshalls interested to
have Mildred appointed for some¬
thing."
When the president announced the

name of Miss Mildred Marshall for
Mission Study secretary a polite gasp
of surprise went round the conven¬
tion.
When Mildred Teached home her

mother's welcome into official mission¬
ary circles was more openly chilling.

"Mission Study secretary indeed!"
she said, scornfully. "It used to be
they had a president, and a secretary
and a treasurer, and that was a plenty,
and if we paid our ten cents dues every
month that was all we were asked for.

Now they have to have all sorts of sec¬
retaries, proposing all sorts of things,
just to take up a body's time and
money. They'd better be sending that
money to the poor heathen instead of
buying all those books and things."

Well, at least I'll order a copy
of the book they are recommending,"
said Mildred, "and see what it is."

"For pity sake, don't order but one
then," said her mother. "If you do
you'll never sell them, and your father
will have the bill to pay."

The first official act of the newly
elected Mission study secretary was to
order one copy of the new Mission
Study book the day after the conven¬
tion closed. She was overwhelmed by
the character and the enthusiasm of
the response. It came in a letter from
literature headquarters.
"Dear Miss Marshall:
"You can scarcely imagine what a

sensation was created in our office
by your order for one thousand copies
of the new Mission Study book. Ac¬
cept our heartiest congratulations.
^°u must be having a great campaign.
We did not have that number of books
in stock in our office, but wired the
publishers to send them to you im¬
mediately. Please let us know how
you managed to secure such an inter¬
est."

Mildred stared at the letter uncom-
prehendingly. "My order for one
thousand copies of the Mission Study
book!" she repeated in consternation.
Then a sentence in her first arithmetic
suddenly stood out before her mem¬
ory. "C stands for 100, D for 500,
M for 1,000." With a sudden reve¬
lation it came to her. She had abbre¬
viated mission with an M and her or¬
der for 1 M. Study Book had been
interpreted 1,000 Study Books.
"Whatever.ever, shall I do?" she
moaned in despair. "If only I had
Sadie Lancaster here." A gleam of
hope brightened her eyes. "I'll send
for Sadie to come to visit me. She
knows everything there is to know
about Mission Study and she will be
tickled to pieces to help me out."

Sadie arrived promptly. She clap¬
ped her hands and gave little shrieks
of delight at Mildred's story of her
first official plunge into Mission Study
circles.

"Oh, It's great! It's perfectly splen¬
did! You can't teach people to swim
in shallow water. Now that you are
out over your head you will do some¬
thing. You never would have under¬
taken anything big enough to bring
out the best that is In you, but this
is going to grip you so you will side¬
track everything else for it this whole
year and give your main line to Mis¬
sion Study. Good-bye to poor little
society stunts this winter. My friend,
Miss Mildred Marshall, is doing some¬
thing worth while. She is conduct¬
ing a great campaign for an enroll¬
ment of one thousand for Mission
Study."
They talked and they planned, until

the square lines of determination in
the Marshall chin become very evi¬
dent in Mildred's face.

"I'll do it! I'll do It!" she said.
I've always wanted something big and
hard and impossible to do, and I'm
going to have every one of these books
In use and never tell a living soul It
was a mistake until it's over with.
Other conferences have lots of inter¬
est in Mission Study and do something
with it. Here's to the passing of the
annual lamentation!"
Then things began to happen. It

did not take Mildred long to see that
the whole proposition hinged on hav¬
ing an efficient Mission Study secre¬
tary in every congregation. She wrote
to the presidents of societies asking
for the appointment of Mission Study
secretaries. Exactly two-thirds of the
letters were not answered. Undaunt¬
ed, she wrote again and again. Thre*-


