
Our Saviour on this occasion, as
usual, was traveling on foot. By noon
he had become wearied; and, while
the disciples went into the town to
buy food, he took a seat probably on
the curb of the well. This incident
shows in a wonderful way the human
nature of Jesus. We see him weary,
hungry and thirsty.
When the woman came to draw wa¬

ter he asked her to give him a drink,
not so much to satisfy his thirst as to
give him the opportunity to Tsave her
soul. By asking this favor the woman
would feel that he had put himself on
a level with her, and if she granted it,
that he would be under obligation to
her. There is no better way than this
by which to approach a soul whom we
want to Influence.
The woman expressed surprise that

a Jew should ask a drink from a Sa¬
maritan, and the surprise may have
.been increased by her being a woman.
In those days it was considered be¬
neath a man's dignity to speak to a
woman in any other place than in
the privacy of the home.

Jesus uses this question of hers to
introduce the subject of the water of
life. Water is used in many places in
the Bible to represent salvation. "Ho,
every one that thirsteth, come ye to
the waters." "If any man thirst, let
him come unto me." "Let him that
is athirst come: and whosoever will,
let him take the water of life freely."
The woman did not understand him,

but supposed he was offering her some
water which he considered better than
what she could get from that well.
She reminded him that Jacob, from
whom both JeWs and Samaritans
claimed to be descended, had dug that
well, and that Its water was good
enough for him. They, therfore, could
not want any better water.

J^sus then explains more fully what
he means and still she does not un¬
derstand, but thinks he is speaking of
material water.

Jesus, having awakened her inter¬
est, now directs her thoughts more
to spiritual things by reminding her
in an indirect-way of her need of salva¬
tion. Without making any charge he
leads her to confess that she is a
sinner. There is always hope for one
who acknowledges his sinfulness. It
Is the one who tries to hide behind a
cloak of self-righteousness of whom
there is little hope.
When Jesus, whom she thought to

be a stranger, uncovered to her her
sinful life, she recognized the fact that
he had more than human knowledge,
and concluded that he was a prophet.

This gave her an opportunity, she
thought, of having a question settled
that had long been discussed warmly
and bitterly by the Jews, as to where
was the proper place to worship God.
Sinners are much more willing to talk

(about religion and matters pertainingto the church, than they are to talk
about their own salvation.

Jesus now makes to this woman the
statement that he is the promised Mes¬
siah, implying that he could give to
her the salvation that she needed.
We may well believe we have here

only the bare outline of this wonderful
conversation. It was wonderful in
many respects, especially that he
should make, so far as our record
shows, bis first declaration of his Mes-
siahship to a poor sinful woman, in
order that he might save her soul.

As soon as the light began to dawn
In her darkened heart, - her firstt ought was to tell the glad news to
ot ers. it might have been supposedthat she would have wanted to remain
to learn more from this great teacher,who was her new found Saviour. ButInstead she hurries away to tell herfriends and neighbors.

80 earnestly did she deliver her
message that many believed what she

said about the Messiah. They went
out to him and begged him to come
into their city and stay with them.
Jesus accepted their invitation and re¬
mained there two days. So far as we
know this was the first time that the
gospel was presented to any but Jews,
and is the only time that it is recorded
that the Saviour won a number of fol¬
lowers who were not JewB.
We should notice the tact with which

Jesus dealt with this woman. Though
he knew the gross sinfulness of her
life, he did not reproach her with it.
He led her to see her sinfulness and
really to confess it, and yet said very
little about it. He showed her her
need of salvation, and then showed
that he was her Saviour.
We ought to notice, too, that he was

willing to devote his very best efforts
to the saving of a single soul, and that
of a sinner who was considered an out¬
cast.
He calls the attention of the dis¬

ciples to the great opportunities that
are about them. He compares the
world to a harvest field in which the
grain is not only ready for gathering,
but which has reached the white stage,
when it will soon be lost, if it is not
gathered. It ought to pierce our very
hearts when we realize that all about
ub there are souls to be saved and
which are being lost, because we are
not doing what we can to save them.
Our Saviour labored for the salva¬

tion of a soul, when he was worn out
with fatigue, when he was hungry and
thirsty, when he might easily have
been misunderstood, and when he
dealt with one who no doubt despised
him when he first spoke to her. Are
we willing to do as much to save lost
souls?

SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPERINTEND¬
ENTS OF PAYETTEVILIjE FRES-
RYTERY, ATTENTION.
Instead of grading the Sessional

reports on the basis of 60 per cent,
and 50 per cent., as has been our cus¬
tom for twelve years, our committee
will hereafter grade the reports on
the baBis of the "Standard of Eillcien-"
cy" adopted by the Assembly. Su¬
perintendents should order from the
Committee at Richmond, Va., the wall
chart, which will guide them in grad¬
ing the schools. Special attention is
called to Dr. Glass' article on "Stand¬
ard of Efficiency," in recent issues of
our church papers.

J. K. Roberts.
Any ond wishing a copy of the

Presbyterian of the South containing
this article can secure it by asking
for it. Drop a card to the office in
Richmond, Va.

"Joy to the world, the Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King."

"Our souls were made for God and
they are restless until they find him."

Success is growing to your full spir¬
itual stature under God's sky..Car-
lyle.

It is not a sign of being in the
grace of God When one is out of favor
with men..G. Campbell Morgan.

As one lamp lights another, nor grows
less.

So nobleness enkindleth nobleness.
.James Russell Lowell.

Some one has said, "Boys will be
boys"; he was an abler diagnostician
of life who said, "Boys will be men."
.James I. Vance.

Follow you the star that lights a des¬
ert pathway, yours or mine,

Forward till you see' the highest Hu¬
man Nature Is Divine.

«.-Tennyson.

THE PRAYER MEETING
riUESBYTERIAI, HOME MISSIONS.

For Week Beginning February 4,
1917.

Acts 1:8; Rom. 15:1; Gal. 6:2.
Home Missions in our Church is

divided for convenience into four de¬
partments. Congregational Home
Missions are those conducted by an
individual congregation in its imme¬
diate neighborhood; Presbyterjal
Home Missions are conducted by the
Presbytery within its bounds; Syn-
odical Home Missions are conducted
by the Synod within any part of its
territory; Assembly Home Missions
are conducted by the Assembly's
Committee anywhere in the bounds
of our Church.

It is to Presbyterial Home Mis¬
sions that February has been as¬
signed. Almost every Presbytery in
our Church has undertaken this
work in a more or less thorough and
extensive manner. It is usually con¬
ducted through a committee appoint
ed by the Presbytery.

There are several departments of
this work. One of these is the aid¬
ing of the weak churches. There
are many churches in the country, in
small towns and villages, where the
membership is small and financially
weak. The churches oftentimes need
help. It sometimes occurs that they
have no houso of worship, especially
when they are first organized, and
they need help in building one. They
need a manse In which their pastor
may live, but are not able to raise
all the money needed to build one.
They need above all a pastor, but
can pay only a part of his salary.
With .these needs supplied, the
church will not only exist, but it will
grow. N

The Presbytery is the court of the
church, which is specially responsi¬
ble for the care of the churches in
its bounds; and so, as far as circum¬
stances Justify, these needs are sup¬
plied. It is Jusft a case in which the
strong aids the weak and the spirit
of Christian love is shown.
The Presbytery's Committee looks

out points where mission work is
needed and takes such steps as may
be practicable to supply the need by
Starting Sunday-schools ^and estab¬
lishing preaching services.
When the means can be secured,

the Presbytery ought to and usually
does have in its employ one or more
evangelists or superintendents of
Home Missions. The duty of these
men is to supply vacant churches
with preaching and pastoral work,
as far as possible, and to aid them
in securing pastors. Often it is ad¬
visable and necessary for the evan¬
gelist to canvass the congregation to
secure subscriptions that will enable
the church to call a pastor. The evan¬
gelist should also visit and carefully
study all the sections of the Presbj'-
tery's territory which are not fully
supplied with church and Sunday-
school privileges, and do all in his
power to open Sunday-schools and
establish preaching appointments.
Frequently it will be advisable in
these communities, as well as in the
vacant churches, to hold meetings
with dally preaching and prayer ser¬
vice for two or three weeks at a
time.

In this way many souls will be
reached with the gospel message who
would never hear it otherwise. Many
souls have been saved by these means
that, humanly speaking, would oth¬
erwise hare been lost. Many Sun-

day-schools and churches have been
planted where otherwise spiritual
destitution would have remained.

There are some people, especially
in the older sections of the country,
that seem to think that such work
is not needed. If any of our read¬
ers have this idea, it is because they
have not studied conditions to see
what the real needs are.

There is probably no Presbytery in
all our Church that does not present
fine opportunities for this kind of
work. This is true among our native
population in many parts of the
country, and especially in the moun¬

tains, where the people have been
long neglected.
The South is fast filling up with

immigrants, many of whom are for¬
eigners. They are settling In some
cases in colonies in farming commu¬
nities, where land is cheap, and are
developing into excellent citizens.
Mining towns and lumber camps and
some manufacturing centers have
more foreigners than Americans. If
there are local churches near these
communities, they cannot usually
reach these people, very few of whom
understand' English. It is necessary
for the Presbytery to provide a
worker among them who can preach
to them in their own tongue.

These are some of the needs for
Home Missions found generally in
the Presbyteries. Each Presbytery
presents its own particular prob¬
lems. All of these ought to be stu¬
died not only by the Home Missions
Committee, but by every; tpreacher
and by every member of all the
churches.

Almost every committee needs far
more help than it receives, in order
that it may successfully do the "work
which it has charge of. It must re¬
ceive its help from the churches of
the Presbytery, especially from the
stronger ones. The Committee ought
to be recognized ae the agent of the
churches doing their work for them,
and it can do this work only when
proper support is given.

Here are some of the things need¬
ed : Money is necessary in order that
churches and manses may be built
and preachers may be paid. Person¬
al help is needed. We once knew
an evangelist of a Presbytery whose
field was so large that he could only
cover it by making visits separated
far from each other, leaving congre¬
gations for weeks without preaching,
who wanted it badly. He organized
a considerable band of men, who
were not preachers, who were willing
to go at his call to hold services
wherever they were needed. In this
way much good was accomplished In
many communities, and the men re¬
ceived a great blessing. Two of them
entered the ministry as a result of this
work. No doubt every Home Mission
Committee can use such volunteers.
Tho Committee needs the intelli¬

gent and sympathetic interest of ev¬
ery pastor and of every member of
the churcheB. In order to secure this
the pastor and the Committeo ought
to unite in some plan by which the
whole church may become thorough¬
ly informed in regard to this work.
There is nothing that will produce
inspiration like Information.
The Committee needs the prayers

of all the people. The work in¬
trusted to It has many difficult prob¬
lems, and they need the guidance of
God's Spirit that they may be able
to do the work successfully.

Here are some of the reasons why
this work ought to be done: It
should be done because it Is Included
In our Saviour's Great Commission.
It should be done because there are
lost souls to be asved. It should be
done because of the blessing that


