
with the great subjects coming before these
conventions without having mind and heart
enlarged. When those who have attended
them have gone home they have often been
the means of awakening their dead or sleeping
churches to great life and activity. The
greatest difficulty in the past has been that
there have not been enough men from any in¬
dividual church to bring back all the good
that they might have brought.

Pastors and officers can do nothing better
than to awaken an interest among the men in
the Church in this convention, and make every
arrangement possible to have a large delegation
in attendance, and the Church can make no
better investment than in paying the expense
of the delegates to the convention, if they are
not in a position to pay their own expenses,
and in sending delegates the pastor should
not be left out, but he should not be sent alone.

Contributed
A SOLEMN THOUGHT.

By L. S. Marye.
The influence exerted by a good book or a

bad book is imperishable. Such a book con¬
tinues to exert its influence for good or for
evil long centimes after its author is dead and
has passed out of the memory of mankind. If
it is a bad book it continues to corrupt its
readers while its author is in his grave.

Consider on the one hand the influence for
good which is exerted by Bunyan's Pilgrim's
Progress, and on the other hand the evil in¬
fluence which is exerted by Paine 's "Age of
Reason," the one a book inspired by a devout
heart, the other a book instigated by the Prince
of Evil. "What must be the pangs in torment
of the man who has published a bad book,
and who knows that while he is paying the
penalty of a wicked life on earth the readers
of his book are being corrupted, and being
prepared to suffer the pangs which he is him¬
self enduring.
A good or a bad word merely spoken, but

not written, may be soon forgotten, but a good
or a bad word put in the enduring form of a
book cannot be forgotten, being "endued with
the power of an endless life." This is a solemn
thought that may well give us pause.

Charlottesville, Ya.

THE FUTURE OF SOUTHERN PRESBY-
TERIANISM.

The conditions in the South and the way we
are meeting them are the things that are

shaping the future of our Church.
The States of the South are as So many fields

of grain to be gathered for the "Lord of the
harvest." The ministers of the different de¬
nominations are as so many groups of reapers
in these fields. In order that our group may
count for the most in the future of our Church
and for the Master the reasonable thing to do
is to send the greatest number of reapers into
the fields that have the greatest part of the
grain ungathered ; the most prudent to garner
first where the grain is ripest; the most
economical to reap fastest where the grain is
thickest; the most strategic to harvest most
first where that which is harvested will help
most to harvest the other fields; the most
far-sighted to select fields that will give an¬
other crop quickest.
As a gleaner could not gather as much grain

in * gleaned field as a reaper could harvest in

a field practically untouched, so it is reason¬
able to expect more additions to churches
where the greater part have never been
reached than where most had already been
gathered into the churches.

Per cent, of population out of Church,
1916: v

Okla. .82.41
W. Va. 72.71
Ark. 69.31
Tenn. 64.51
Tex. 62.71
Ala. 61.71
Miss. 60.71
Fla. 60.41
Ky. 60.2?
Mo. 60.11
N. C. 60.01
Va. 59.21
S. C. 58.11
Ga. 57.71
La. 54.01

There are t<vo States that stand out in the
above chart as the most reasonable places to
be working, and yet they are the very two
Synods in which we have the fewest ministers.

Ministers per Synod, 1916:

The two at the bottom in the above chart
not only have a large percentage of the peo¬
ple out of the Church, but also a large num¬

ber, one State a million and the other two
million. Does this look bright for the future
of our Church?
As a prudent farmer will cut his ripest grain

first so the Church should gather where the
"grain" is ripest. The Sunday-school pupil is
not only "grain" ready for the harvest, but
even partly garnered.

Sunday-school pupils greater or less than the
church members :

GREATER.
W. Va. 2,379
Va. 1.725
Okla, 1.002
App. 467

LESS

La. 49~
Ga. 268
Ark. 292
Tex. 382HZH
Fla. 39 6HHH
Ala. i

Tenn. 9 nc7

Mo. 3

N. C. *

Ky. 3,880
Miss. K

S. C.

The same old story. Of the four Synods
that have a greater number in the Sunday-
school than in the church the first and the
third are the ones that have the fewest min¬
isters. If we were to give a chart showing the
profession per minister the same one would be
at the top as in the above." This fact shows
that the Sunday-school is where the ripe grain
is to be found. "The harvest truly is plenteous
but the labourers are few."
The efficient farmer knows that it is not

economy to work a field with half a stand, for
the harvest is not as great. So also in church
work it is economical to gather where the un¬
saved are thickest.

Number out of church pe*
W. Va. 41

'

Ky.
Tenn.
Va.
S. C.
Mo.
N. C.
Ga.
Ala.
Okla.
Miss.
Ark.
La.
Tex.
Fla.

It will be noticcd that the one in the lead
in the above chart is the one that has next
to the fewest ministers in its Synod.
We are under obligation to give the gospel

to the poor, but it*would be the strategic thing
to do for the Church to garner at least some
of the richer fields that nicy may help with
the others. Yet the two States that have the
greatest wealth per individual are the very two
where our churches have the fewest ministers.
Wealth per individual:
Okla. 12,363
W. Va. 1,752

The wealth per square mile would put West
Virginia first and Oklahoma third.
Some may say let the wealthy States help

themselves. How can they when they are the
very States where the smallest percentage of
wealth is consecrated?
The far-sighted farmer looks for a piece of

land that will bring one crop and then another
and another. Why not the Church do the same.
The States that are gaining the greatest num¬
ber in unsaved are the ones that will fulfil this
condition.
Gain in number out of church per square

mile in ten years:

No other States are gaining half as many
as the first two, yet these are the two States
in which our Synods have the fewest ministers.
The Southern Presbyterian Church has "a

past rich in glorious achievement" and a pres¬
ent blessed of God with a greater growth than
many others, but is her future as "radiant with
promise" as if she were doing the reasonable,
prudent, economical, strategic and far-sighted
things T

This is not a criticism of the Assembly's
Home Mission Committee, for they are fully
aware of all of the facts brought out in this
article and are trying to do the very things
that should be done.
This is the strongest kind of an argument

for the existence of the Assembly's committee,
and for a far more liberal support of its work
so that it may spend time and talent in


