
planning the work rather than having to spend
so much in trying to get us to do our duty in
giving.

THE UNDEMOCRACY OF THE PRESBY¬
TERIAN CHURCH GOVERNMENT.

.Judge John Newton Lyle.

IV.
A well taught Democrat will tell you that

government is a necessary evil ; and that the
government which governs least is the best.
Judging from the great pile of government it
has heaped on itself, the Presbyterian Church
is fond of a necessary evil. It is weighed down
with courts to an exteyt that paralyzes its
lower limbs and hinders its progress. Two
Presbyteries and a General Assembly every
year are unnecessary. The expenditure of
from twenty to thirty thousand dollars (not
counting the time of the commissioners), on
a General Assembly, and a greater sum on

nearly a hundred duplicate Presbyteries an¬

nually, is a sinful waste of money contributed
for pious uses.

The Rev. Dr. E. C. Gordon, in his Article II,
"Secession Versus Union," printed in the
Presbyterian of the South September 20, 1916,
makes this statement : "During the first three
centuries of our Christian era there was no
outward formal union of Christian congrega¬
tions." If the doctor means by the above that
there was no general government whose au¬

thority the congregations respected, I think
his statement is too broad. For, as revealed
in the Acts, there was a general government,
called "The Elders," that the congregations,
in and out of Judea, recognized. It governed
so little, left the congregations so large a

liberty, that Dr. Gordon is excusable if he only
intends to say there was "no union."
As to when and where this general govern¬

ment, called "The Elders," originated, I think
it is fairly deducible from the Scriptures that
it was the "Other Seventy," appointed by
Jesus, and their successors (Luke 10). It was
as adaptable to the visible Church in the new
dispensation as it was in the old. Then, why
change it? The local congregations took over
the government of the synagogues, then, why
not the general government he the same as it
was in the Mosaic dispensation, to-wit, "The
seventy elders elected by the people." As to
"how" Jesus appointed the "other seventy,"
Luke is silent. Doubtless, he had them elected
by his followers, and ordained them by laying
his hands upon them. As to church govern-,
ment Jesus was the greatest democrat that ever
lived. And from this mode of "appointment,"
by election, his followers got the practice of
electing officers in the Christian Church.
Now, to the record: "Then tidings of these

things (the preaching of the gospel to the
Greeks at Antiocli), came unto the ears of the
church which was in Jerusalem; and they sent
forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as

Antioch" (Acts 11:22). This "church which
was in Jerusalem" could not have been a local
congregation, for such would have had no juris¬
diction. The preaching of the gospel to the
Greeks by those unnamed "men of Cypress and
Cyrene" was none of its business.

In Acts 11:29-30, Luke discloses who was
"the church which was in Jerusalem." There,
he says, this Antioch church sent the relief
it had raised for the brethren at Jerusalem
to "the elders".the general government.
and, properly speaking, as he did in verse 22,
he called it "the church." Just as we call
our General Assembly, in session, the church.

The collection was sent by Barnabas, who had
been sent to the Antioch congregation by "the
church which was in Jerusalem." And as the
bearer of the funds he knew where to take
them, to-wit, to ''The Elders".the general
government of the church, of which he was,
doubtless, a member.

Again, in Acts 15:3 and 6, Luke gives the
account of the Antioch congregation sending
delegates to Jerusalem to submit a question,
it could not settle, ''Unto the apostles and
elders." It was needless for him to mention
t he apostles especially as members of the
"general government." They were of the
"'other seventy" appointed by Jesus, and called
themselves "elders," as witness, "the elder to
the elect lady, &c." (2 John 1); and "The
elders which are among you I exhort, who am
also an elder, &e." (1 Peter 5:1). How did
John and Peter become elders if they were not
of the "other seventy"? Luke was not a Jew,
and, therefore, not expert in ecclesiastical
terms. Maybe the fault lies with his trans¬
lators. In his account of the proceedings of
the court and its judgment as to the question
sent up from the Antioch congregation his
looseness of language confuses one. He says
the "Apostles and elders came together to
consider of this thing." And, in his record of
the judgment of the court, it is hard to tell
whether the body rendering it was "the
elders," or a mass meeting made up of apostles,
elders and all the laymen of the whole Church.
Here it is, "Then pleased it the apostles and
elders, with the whole Church, &c." What does
he mean by the clause: "With the whole
Church?" Only the "apostles and elders came

together to consider of the matter." It was not
a mass meeting. To me, his expression, "With
the whole Church," must mean that "all the
elders were present".a full court and that
the judgment was unanimous. In Acts 16 :4 he
speaks of the court as "The apostles and elders
which were at Jerusalem." Hut, from his lan¬
guage it would appear that Paul and ISilas
delivered the "decrees" of the court to the
cities and not to the churches. But, then, let
us not complain. His language is clear enough
to let us- see that the jurisdiction of this court
was recognized and its decrees obeyed in lands
foreign to Judea. For, he says in the fifth
verse, "And so were the churches established
in the faith, and increased in number daily."
In Acts 18:22 he calls it, again, "the church."
In Acts 21:18 he calls it, "All the elders."
Thus, we see from the record, that there was

a general court, called "The elders," whose
jurisdiction over them was recognized by all
the churches. Whence these elders? If they
were not the "other seventy" appointed by
Jesus. WTill some brother tell us?

THE TOBACCO HABIT.

Ingredients, Manufacture, Tendency to Alco¬
holism.

Rev. Edward J. Young.
Not only is the plant itself obnoxious to the

taste and smell, and its use exceedingly filthy,
but the process of manufacture of tobacco and
some of the ingredients incorporated, are vile
and loathsome beyond description. It is a well
known fact that "the business of collecting
stumps of cigars which have been thrown in
the gutter, is a lucrative branch of the home
manufacture of "real Havanas." From the
practice which cigarmakers have of wetting
the wrapper with their saliva, and biting the
end of the cigar into shape, a most loathsome
disease is spread. As many of the cigarmakers

have sore mouths from disease this is a dan¬
gerous, as well as a filthy habit, and every
man who smokes a cigar is liable to the infec¬
tion.
The New York Tribune states that five-

eighths of the cigars sold in that city are made
in the Eastside tenements amid all the dirt
and squalor of such surroundings. In Bellevue
Hospital upon one occasion there were "fifty
patients suffering from one of the most fear¬
ful and incurable maladies, contracted from
cigars manufactured in tenement houses by
diseased persons, the finishing touches being
given by the teeth and tongue." At one time
just after thousands of cigars had been turned
loose upon the world their makers were found
<o be pitted with smallpox.

Cigarette smokers run an equal risk. Many
of the cigarettes, in fancy wrappers and
smoked by nobby young bloods, are made in
reeking tenements from cigar stumps fished
out of gutters, office spittoons and floors of
saloons. In San Francisco 195 cases of leprosy
were traced by the physicians of .that city to
the smoking of cigarettes made by Chinese
lepers. Much of the cut tobacco is manufac¬
tured in large cities, and a good part of the
material used is gathered from the sweepings
of barrooms, streets and sewers, consisting
mainly of cigar stumps and old cuds of tobacco
which have been chewed and cast away.
Cheap tobacco is a mixture of burdock,

lampblack, sawdust, colt's feet, plantain leaves,
fuller's earth, lime, salt, alum and a little to¬
bacco. Dextrine, gum, saltpetre, green vitriol,
sal ammoniac, yellow ochre, resin, sand, dye-
woods, fustic, peat, red lead, starch, bark, meal
and other substances are added to give
pungency and weight. Chewing tobacco is
thoroughly soaked in a solution of rum and
licorice. Opiates, laudanum and Santa Cruz
rum are among the ingredients used in the
manufacture of cigars. Great quantities of
New England rum are used in cigarettes.
The representative of a large tobacco house

in the South asserts that the extent to which
drugs are used in cigarettes is appalling.
"Havana flavoring" is extensively used and
is sold by the thousand barrels. This is pre¬
pared from the tonka bean, which contains a

deadly poison, seven grains of which will kill
a dog. Cigarette wrappers are often made
from the filthy scrapings of rag-pickers. The
lime and other substances used in bleaching
have a very harmful influence upon the mem¬
brane of the mouth, throat and nose. Arsenic
is used in bleaching most cigarette papers,
while combustion develops the oil of creosote,
which is said to hasten the development of
consumption in any one predisposed to that
disease.
The next objection to the use of tobacco is

that it is an unnatural and perverted appetite
which leads to strong drink, opium and other
narcotics. One artificial appetite produces an¬

other, and tobacco by wasting the saliva, parch¬
ing the throat and inflaming the chest, creates
a morbid thirst, which finds temporary relief
in alcohol. Tobacco requires a compensating
stimulant to overcome its sedative effects, and
by vitiating the taste and making the common,
wholesome foods seem insipid and flat it direct¬
ly promotes intemperance. Most reformers
assert that tobacco tends to drunkenness. Jerry
McAuley, fhe converted thief and' drunkard,
declared that he could not refrain from liquor
until he gave up tobacco, and in nearly every
case where men who had reformed have fallen
again, it was tobacco which led them back to

strong drink. As Dr. Talmage says: "The
broad aventle leading down to the drunkard's


