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Cbitoriat JJotes anb Comment
AR with Germany may be declared be¬
fore this note is read by our readers.

Whether it has been or not there is one duty,
which is also a privilege, which belongs to ev¬
ery Christian in this country, and that is to
pray^ We should consantly besiege the throne
of grace that we as a nation may be led in the
paths of righteousness, that we may be saved
from the horrors of war, that we may be saved
from the development of hatred in our hearts.
Material loss can more easily be remedied than
can the damage done to our hearts by allowing
hatred to grow up in them. Whatever comes,
let God's people keep close to Him.

IF WAR comes, it ought not to interfere
with the work of the Church to any great

extent. There does not seem any possibility
of this country calling any very large numbers
to the flag. Nor is it probable that business
will be very seriously interfered with. But, if
we are called upon to economize in. any way,
let it not be in work or gifts for the Master and
his work. England has set us a good example
in this respect. She has kept up her work at
home, and we are told that the churches have
better congregations than they had before the
war. The English Christians are doing and
giving much for the soldiers in the home land
and at the front, providing them many gospel
privileges. In addition to this they are keep¬
ing up all of their foreign mission work. And
while they have been fighting the Germans,
their sympathy has gone out to the heathen to
whom the Germans had been carrying the gos¬
pel. When it was apparent that in many places
this work must stop, the English have under¬
taken to carry on this work in addition to their
own. It would be a great thing if the members
of our Church would at once rally to the sup¬
port of our Foreign Mission work, before there
is any serious interference with the business of
the country. Why may not the Church between
now and the last of March give a million dol¬
lars for this cause f This would provide safelyfor the work for the next two years, no matter
what eventualities may arise. Can it be done?
Yes. The Church has the money. The only
question is whether it has the consecration.
Let all the people during this time suggestedfor self denial awake and come to the help of
the Lord in saving the world for our Saviour.

+ + +

GREAT deeds or great opportunities for
doing a great work are very attractive

to most people. What is greater than doing a
great work is the multiplying of the doers. It
is far better to put ten men to work than to
do the work of ten men. The ability to putothers to work and lead them in their work is
the secret of success. The superintendent of a
Sunday-school or the pastor of a church, oughtto be a leader and plan for others to do the
work, and not try to do everything himself. It

+ + +

is sometimes easier for him to do a piece of
work than to get someone else to do it, but the
easiest plan is not always the best. One verv
important part of all church work is the train¬
ing of the worker. When the pastor asks a
member of the church to do some work he ought
to remember that the pastor wants to see him
developed into a strong man, and work is one
of the best means to accomplish this end.

PASTORS ought to attend the Laymen's
Conventions. We believe that most pas¬

tors who can will do so. Though there are some
who do not realize the good they will receive
from going. And there are some other people
who do not seem to think that it is worth while
for the pastors to attend. They say these con¬
ventions are for laymen. That is true, but
there is a great deal of good that the pastor can
secure from them. Mind and heart of pastor will
be fed by the addresses of the leaders of Chris¬
tian thought and work who will be the speak¬
ers, and they will carry back many treasures
to be given to their people. Their vision of the
work of the Church will be broadened, and
they will be better able to broaden the vision
of their people. Their own spiritual life will
be quickened, and this will fit them the better
to be the spiritual leaders of their people and
to lift them up to a higher plane of life. And
it will be worth a great deal to pastors to be
able to look at the great questions of Church
work through the eyes of the laymen. The
pastor does not often have the opportunity to
know how the leading laymen of the Church
feel and think on these subjects. When he
knows their point of view he will be better
qualified to be a leader than he could possibly
be otherwise. The great advantage to be
gained by a pastor's attending such a conven¬
tion is the help that it will be to him in fitting
him the better to do the work to which, he has
been called in his church. Therefore the church
should see that he goes. A business concert
sending a representative to a convention deal¬
ing with its business, would pay all of his ex¬

penses, because they expect to receive the
benefit from it. A church can scarcely make
a better use of the amount of money needed to
send its pastor. Think about it. Do it.

HAT shall a man take with him to tb*
convention T He should take an open

and unprejudiced mind, one that is ready to
receive whatever truth may be presented,
whether or not it is in accordance with his
former opinions. He ought to take an open
heart. His heart should be open so wide that
it may receive all the blessings God sends him.
To do this he should go with a heart confessing
sins and asking for forgiveness. It should be
a heart praising God for all of His goodness,
and asking for all needed blessings. It should
be a heart entirely consecrated to God, ready
to do whatever God calls him to do.

+ + +
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A CONSECRATED LAYMAN who found
that his professional duties will prevent

his going to the convention is determined
that some, one shall have the benefit of
it, which he would receive, if he could go ; and
that the influence of the convention shall be
brought back to his church as he would liko
to bring it; and so he is selecting one of the
bright, earnest young men of the church and
is going to send him as his representative. We
believe that each of them will receive a great
blessing, the sender as well as the sent. There
are many men in the Church who can have a
representative there, if they cannot go them¬
selves. But what would be far better, would
be for men of means to take with them one or
more men that cannot go otherwise. In this
way their own blessing will be multiplied.

HE biggest and the best, is what the lay¬
men are saying their convention at Lex¬

ington, Ky., is going to be. From all the infor¬
mation that can be secured it will be very large*
in attendance. We understand that the enter¬
tainment committee in Lexington say that they
are expecting at least 4,000 delegates. They
send out the guarantee that they will take care
comfortably of all who come, and that there
will be no extortionate charges for anything.
The prices sent out by the hotels are very rea¬
sonable. If the program is carried out, as
doubtless it will be, it will be a great conven¬
tion, even if it is not the largest. Taken all
together it looks as though the claim for the
convention will be made good.

EDITORS are sometimes criticized for pub¬
lishing articles with the sentiments of

which the reader does not agree. It would be
more than could be expected of any editor to
write only what would be approved of by ev¬
erybody. And sometimes the editor is criti¬
cized for publishing articles written by others.
Every fair editor ought to be willing to let
others express themselves through the columns
of his paper on subjects of general interest,
even if the writers do not express the views
which he holds. No harm can come from a
frank discussion of matters of importance,
when both sides are given an equal showing
and the writers keep within the bounds of pro¬
priety in their expression of their views. Of
course, this liberty of expression would not be
stretched to admit of the teaching of error or
anything that would be injurious morally or
spiritually. In our own case we never publish
any communication without having the name
of the writer. We much prefer that the name
should be signed to the article.

A kindly deed is a little seed that growth all
unseen ;

And, lo, when none doth look thefreon, anew
it springeth green.
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