
EJastern Student, Silver Bay, N. Y.,
June 22-July 2.

Northwestern General, Seabeck,
Wash., June 22-July 2.

East Central Student, Eagles Mere,
Pa., June 26-July 6.

Western City, Presbyterian Assem¬
bly Grounds, Hollister, Mo., July 10-
20.

Eastern City, Silver Bay, N. Y., July
17-27.

Southern City, Blue Ridge, N. C.,
July 20-30.

Pacific Coast Student, Asilomar,
Cal., August 1-11.

Central City, College Camp, Lake
Geneva, Wis., August 10-20.

Central Studnet, second section, Col¬
lege Camp, Lake Geneva, Wis., Au¬
gust 21-31.
Town and Country, Conference

Point, Lake Geneva, Wis., August 21-
31.

Pacific Coast City, Asilomar, Cal.,
August 21-31.

THE BIBLE OX THE BATTLE¬
FIELD.

Fifteen millions of copies of the
Scriptures, chiefly Testaments and
Gospels, and in some cases smaller
portions of the Word of God, seems
to be an almost incredible quantity,
and yet it approximates the number
of copies which have been circulated
by the Scripture Gift Mission since the
European war began.
Do the men desire the Scriptures,

and do they read them? A lad in
Gallipoli had a Testament given him
by the Scripture Gift Mission on leav¬
ing for the front. It was the only
copy in his trench, and he was con¬

stantly being asked for the loan of
his hook, so much so that it was

rarely in his possession. He asked
his comrades whether they really
wanted to read God's Word, because
if so he would cut the book up in
pieces so that they could exchange the
pages among themselves. This was
done, and the soldier, writing home
of the incident, asked for sufficient
Testaments so that he might supply
all his comrades with a copy. This
was done, and it shows how much
the men who are facing death momen¬
tarily feel their need of the only Book
which can show them how to be pre¬
pared for the life to come.
How impossible it would be to send

enough Christian workers out. to the
front, yet the Word itself does the
work. See yonder officer going his
round amongst the trenches; he comes
across a young soldier reading a Gos¬
pel of John. The officer said: "You
don't believe in that book, do you?"
"Yes," replied the soldier, "I do be¬
lieve in that book; firstly, because it
has been the means of saving my soul;
secondly, because It has taken away
all fear of death; and, thirdly, air,
when I read this blessed book, the
Lord graciously encourages me and
feeds my soul with the heavenly
manna found in it." The officer had
no reply to make and passed on.
Hardly had he taken two steps when
a shell burst near, and, turning
round, he saw the young soldier's
head roll off. It was such a shock

.to blin that he went over to where
the quivering body lay, picked up the
Gospel and took it into hts "dug-out"
and began reading it. ITe was throughit so convinced of his need of a Sa¬
viour that he there and then yieldedhimself to Christ. He wrote home to
his wife, told her of his conversion in
simple language, and through God's
grace she too was saved and their
three grown-up daughters as well.
"My word shall not return unto me
rold."

Another case showing the power of
the Word will be of interest. A young
lady anxious to get a parcel off to her
sweetheart at the front went to a
shop in the North of London, Eng¬
land, to buy some comforts. The gro¬
cer suggested that he might be able
to pack the parcel better than she
could. She consented to his doing so,
and he slipped Inside a little portion
of Scripture entitled "The Soldiers'
and Sailors' Armour in Peace and
War." It is a booklet of some 96
pages, entirely in the words of Holy
Scripture, with about a dozen hymns
at the end. The parcel safely reached
its destination. Tho sohTier, writing
to his fiancee, thanked her for it, mak¬
ing special mention of the little book¬
let enclosed. The young lady, rather
indignant, went to the grocer to find
out what it was he had placed inside,
and on seeing a copy was satisfied.
The sequel is touching. The soldier,
who was one of the worst characters
of the regiment, was truly converted
to God by reading this booklet and
into his life came the radical change.
He could not keep the good news to
himself, but was constantly speaking
to others of his newly-found Saviour
and singing the hymns at the end of
the book. His comrades nick-named
him "Singing Jim." Later there was
an engagement between the two lines
of trenches and a lad was wounded.
Volunteers were asked to fetch the
poor fellow in, and "Singing Jim"
offered. He had got over to the
wounded lad when a star shell burst
overhead, revealing their position. A
sniper shot and the bullet weut
through "Singing Jim's" brain.
Some one else went over to get the
wounded lad and also the dead body.
In "Singing Jim's" porket was f5und
a long letter written to his sweet¬
heart telling her how the little book
had been the means of his conversion.
Said the wounded soldier: "Please
let me have that letter, and if I should
get better I will take it to the young
lady and tell her how 'Singing Jim*
laid down his life for me." He was

true to his word, and found out the
lady and gave her the letter. It was

a touching interview. Before leaving,
his comrades had asked him when he
returned to bring with him enough
books so that they each one might
have a copy of the book that had made
such a change In "Singing Jim's" life.
Many lads do not care to go into

the trenches without a copy of God's
Word on their person. They look
upon it with a kind of superstition,
but even this God uses for His own

glory, for often in idle moments the
men take out the little Testaments
from their pockets in the trenches and
dug-outs and read them. It is the
only book they desire, and all the
armies show the same desire for the
Scriptures. Scores and scores of Tes¬
taments and Gospels have actually
been the means of saving life, and
when the men have seen their books
shot through or partially through by
a pullet, have read them with an in¬
creased interest. God has spoken to
them in this strange way and they
have yielded themselves to Him.
When we think of the millions upon

millions of the best manhood of Eu¬
rope being pitted against each other
in deadly conflict, surely the best book
to provide for "the man of war" is
"the Book of peace."
How willing the soldiers of Rus¬

sia, Belgium, France and Germany
are to receive the Word. In a Brit¬
ish hospital, a soldier who was wound¬
ed, after having bayoneted a German
soldier, told how the German pulled
out a Gospel of John from his pocket
and, handing it to him, said: "Take
this; eat, drink ana live forever."

"Please tell me more of the Lord
Jesus," wrote a French soldier to
whom a comrade had given a Gospel

in French. "I do want more guid¬
ance unto the way of life."
A branch of the Mission has been

formed in Philadelphia and another in
Canada. The secretary of the Ameri¬
can branch is Robert B. Haines, Jr.,
119 South Fourth street, Philadelphia,
and the treasurer is Mr. Asa S. Wing,
of The Provident Life and Trust Com¬
pany, 401 Chestnut street, Philadel¬
phia, and to either of these, gifts may
be sent for the work. Roughly speak¬
ing, 1.000 Gospels or 500 Testaments
can be provided for $50, which is
surely a very cheap rate, and nothing
whatever is deducted from gifts for
working expenses. These are met
from the sales in the business depart¬
ment of the Mission.

WAR STARK.AND ORPHANS.
We received in January last the re¬

port of the Spurgeon Orphanage in
London. England, for the year 191 6,
and were very much pleased to notice
that, notwithstanding the bitter fight
that England was carrying on with
the great central powers of Europe,
the Orphanage had not only suffered
no decrease of contributions, but the
receipts had risen proportionately to
the rise in price of all the necessities
of life. The various missionary socie¬
ties of Great Britain also report the
usual income, with sufficient increase
to meet the increased cost of adminis¬
tration. This leads us to hope that
the present anxious state of mind
about the break with Germany will
lead our people to realize that there
is apt to be a much greater pressure
brought to bear upon Tliornwell Or¬
phanage and that this will lead them
all to a very quick and liberal re¬

sponse to the appeals sent out from
the home. Many persons through an
indefinable fear of what is to come
will shut up their hearts against all
appeals of every kind, even though
of fatherless and motherless children;
but we believe, kind friend, that you
are not one of these, but that your
gift, though it be small, will be sure
to find its way to the treasury of this
institution. May God bless you for
the splendid work you have done in
the past, and many He give you both
the ability and willing mind to keep
on helping. That whatever else
comes to pass, your orphans will not
suffer. Send gifts, as usual, to Rev.
W. P. Jacobs, Thornwell Orphanage,
Clinton, S. C.

BARIUM SPRINGS ORPHANS'
HOME.

I am taking this means of remind¬
ing the superintendents of the Sun¬
day-schools of our Synod of the con¬
ditions here and to ask your hearty
co-operation in an effort to meet the
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said conditions. I want to remind
you that nineteen more children have
recently been received into our home,
thus making the total number 231.
There are others, too, knocking per¬
sistently at our doors for entrance and
the pressure is intense.

As intelligent business men you
readily appreciate the material in¬
crease in the cost of practically all liv¬
ing expenses, many things costing the
double of their cost a year ago.
Almost anything will cost from 50
to 75 per cent' increase of the price
at which they could have been bought
formerly. I can assure you that the
expense of keeping up this institution
and feeding this laarge household is
great, and I am sometimes almost be¬
wildered to know what to do under
the current prices of necessary com¬
modities. We must have a large in¬
crease in our support fund. It is im¬
perative in view of the facts as stated
above.

I would call attention again to the
order of Synod that a collection be
taken in all of our Sunday-schools
once each month for the Orphanage.
Many fail to do this. I would also
ask that you will emphasize the need
of making the amount realized some¬

thing worth while from month to
month. Please keep these urgent
needs before your school and help to
emphasize them among the people of
the Church generally. We do need
the hearty co-operation of all inter¬
ested in our home. There must be a
substantial increase if our obligations
are met.

Please send the collections to me
promptly each month.

Cordially yours,
W. T. Walker, Supt. and Treas.

A SUGGESTION FOR SCHOOLS AND
COLLEGES.

It would be well for other schools,
with such modification as is necessary,
to adopt a plan that has been put into
operation at Randolph-Macon Wo¬
man's College, Lynchburg, Va.
The after-Christmas season at the

College is usually one of all work
and no play. This year an effort has

New Orleans Convention
LAYMEN'S MISSIONARY MOVEMENT

MARCH 13-15, 1917

^ (£. T Tiarn a°d Mail this Registration card to Mr. E. T. George,1 111 3. ^ ilClC Chairman, Wells-Fargo Building, New Orleans, La.

Enclosed herewith please find One dollar. Please
enroll me as a delegate to the Fifth General Con¬
vention of the Laymen's Missionary Movement,
New Orleans, La., March 13-15, 1917. Please send
me a ticket entitling me to a seat at all the sessions.

IMPORTANT!.If you wish reservation made at
any hotel please specify below, and state rate and
how many to the room.

I desire room reserved. Rate per day.
Number in room

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND, UPON REQUEST REGISTRATION FEE
WILL BE REFUNDED


