
The Laymen's Convention
The fifth Laymen's Convention of

the Southern Presbyterian Church be¬
gan its sessions on Tuesday afternoon
last in Lexington, Ky. The Presbyteri¬
an men of Lexington had made such
arrangements for the coming of their
guests that there was nothing lacking.
The work was divided up among vari¬
ous committees, and everything moved
so smoothly that there was never any
delay or crowding anywhere.

This convention was devoted to the
consideration of Home Missions, as
others had dealt with Foreign Mis¬
sions.

At the opening session Dr. J. P.
McCallie called the meeting to order.
He stated that Mr. A. J. A. Alexan¬
der, who was to make the address of
welcome, was prevented from being
present by sickness in his family. At
the request of the program commit¬
tee, Dr. Muller, the pastor of the
First church of Lexington, took his
place and made a most appropriate
address. This was responded to in a
most satisfactory way by Dr. Wil¬
liam J. Martin, president of Davidson
College.

Then Dr. McCallie presented Dr.
Martin as the presiding officer of the
convention, and throughout the ses-
seions he showed his fitness for the
position, presiding with ease, grace
and dignity.

"America Must Not Fail."
This was the keynote of the conven¬

tion, and was the subject of the first
formal address, which was delivered
by Rev. Dr. J. S. Lyons, of Atlanta.
We can only give a few of ?he lead¬

ing thoughts from this and the other
speeches.
^.merica has not failed, because

America is a capital providence of
God. God can use His people as well
today as in the days of the patri¬
archs. God has called upon America
twice and America has not failed. The
first was a physical cali to conquer
a land and make a nation. The re-
Bult has been the development of a
peculiar type, which we call the
American people. This race has swept
across the country from the Atlantic
to the Pacific. The second was a con¬
stitutional call, to build up a consti¬
tution and government. And In ac¬
complishing this America has set a
high standard and has abolished slav¬
ery and practically driven out gamb¬
ling and the drink evil.

There comes another call which is
a spiritual challenge to make this na¬

tion God's nation,' this land God's
land. God in all history has pecu¬
liarly called to nations to accomplish
His purpose. Israel and America are
examples.
He Bhowed some of the parallels be¬

tween these nations:
1. Each a separated people.
2. Isolation. Israel was in Egypt

400 years. America was for 400 years
separated from other nations.

3. A marvelous solidification.
Tsrael the greatest spiritual power the
world has ever known. America is
thoroughly united.

4. Peculiar purpose. Each one
fitted for a world service. Prophets
and psalmists had a message for all
the people. The greatest export of
America for a century has been theIdealism of a high spiritual type.5. Providential projection of the
two nations. Israel to every cross¬
road of the world, where every mer¬
chant and diplomat would pass byt eir floors. God has done the same

1 ng for America, which Is today the
center of thought and Influence of theworld.

«. What Israel did was to throw
away its opportunities. What willAmerica do?

America has not failed yet. Its

statesmen have wrought out the most
marvelous system of human rights the
world has ever known. God grant
that the strongest and cleanest of all
the nations may be used of God to
lead the other nations. We are here
as Christian laymen. It behooves us
to gather the very fullest results of
this convention that we may carry
these truths to our churches.

Presbyterian responsibility In the
kingdom of Christ is a large responsi¬
bility. There is no such spiritual, edu¬
cational, social, financial power in all
the land. If the Presbyterian Church
fails America will fail.

In interdenominational work wo
have a great responsibility. We are
next best friend of every other de¬
nomination in America. Every church
knows we are its friends. We should
do our utmost to get our Church
ready for God's work, when the crash
of the world comes, which we all agree
must be very near.
The Romans said: "While the Co¬

losseum stands, Rome stands. While
Rome stands, the world stands."
While the Church stands, America
stands. While America stands, the
world stands. While the world re¬
ceives Christ, the world hopes. If
America fails to receive him, the
world fails.
"How Far Do We Rliare America's

Responsibility?"
Rev. Dr. S. L. Morris, secretary of

Home Missions, spoke on this subject.
He spoke of President Wilson as "the
phrase-maker," and said that one of
the best of his recent utterances was

just two words, "America first." This
did not have a selfish meaning, but
meant first in its altruistic mission.
In illustration of this, for more than
one hundred years the doors of
America have been open to the op¬
pressed and the downcast. At the
close of the nineteenth century the
altruistic consciousness began to
awake as to the mission of this coun¬

try among the nations. Illustrated in
her dealing with Spain in case of
Philippines, for which she paid $20,-
000,000; and In the Boxer movement
in China, when she returned the in¬
demnity. Contrast Germany's selfish
schemes with the altruistic plans of
America.

America is first among nations in
Christianizing the world. The type of
Christianity in America is far above
that of any other country. In other
countries religion in large part Is a
matter of form.
How far do we share the responsi¬

bility of America to the world? The
wealth of the South is fifty billion dol¬
lars. The Presbyterian Church has its
full share. What if all were conse¬
crated to Christ? Time has come to
show that the religion to be held up
Is that of righteousness.

If we reach our responsibility, we

must lend our sympathy to those who
need the Christian religion. The
Church Is the vicar of Christ on earth,
and Christ has committed his work to
the Church. Let us hold before us
Christ's highest ideal."the poor have
the gospel preached unto them."
There is a cry that comes from mul¬
titudes who have come from other
lands for the privileges of this great
country for b usiness opportunities,
for schools; but the great cry it may
be unconscious is for God. There
comes the cry of the nine million ne¬

groes, who are immigrants but not
emigrants. They came to this coun¬

try, but they did not willingly leave
their own country. They cry to us

for the pure gospel
The cry comes from the Appalachian

mountains. A stranger said: "When
God wanted to make a man of the
highest type, he made Stonewall Jack-

aon. When He wanted to make a
match for him. He made Dr. E. O.
Guerrant. He discovered these moun¬
taineers and brought their need to the
public, and did so much for them.
Among them in one community forty-
one asked two years ago to be organ¬
ized into a church. They are still
asking, beacuse there has been no
man to send to organize them.
There are In this country seventy-

five million people out of the Church.
These are the most important seventy-
five million people who are out of
the Church in the world for the sake
of the world. God has given to the
Anglo-Saxon the genius of evangeliza¬
tion.

America is either to be the grave¬
yard of the hopes of the world, or it
is to be the pillar of fire to deliver
the world from the destruction of
sin.
Do you realize that the destiny of

the whole world is in your hands?
"Amcrica Must Not Fail in Her I'ut j

to the Needy at Home."
The next address was by another

secretary of Home Missions, Rev. Dr.
Homer McMillan, on the above sub¬
ject. He said that the population of
this country is 103,000,000. Of this
number. 23,000.000 are Protestants,
13,000,000 Roman Catholics, 1,500,-
000 Jews, 500.000 of other churches.
This leaves 65,000,000 out of any
church. This is the task of the man¬
hood of the Church. Increase of mem¬
bership Is not keeping pace with the
population. The Church will win.
Our country is going to be God s

country. Christ said "the gates of
hell shall not prevail against her."
That means offensive warfare, that we
must press the fight. If those who
have sworn allegiance were faithful,
what a power It would be! One-half
of every creed practically does not
attend church. One-third give all con¬
tributions. Four-fifths never attend
midweek service. Five-sixths take no
religious paper and take no Interest
in church affairs. Men know more
about political affairs than about the
Church; about national policy than
about Church policy. Is It not time
that the Church were awake?
The man who says he is a Chris¬

tian and does not believe In missions
had better ask whether he is a Chris¬
tian.
The two great human motives are

religion and patriotism. The flag Is
dignified by the cross and the cross
Is honored by the flag. There are
men who are more Interested In the
welfare of the country than of the
Church. Reformation must not be
mistaken for regeneration. You may
tame a lion into the gentleness of a

lamb, but you cannot make It a lumb.
A man's power Is not so much what

he has as what he Js. You can never
have an honest horse race until you
have an honest human race.

If we believe that those out of
Christ are lost, we cannot be indif¬
ferent. "If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself." It Is
strange that many men will lay down
lives for country and so few willing to
live for Christ. We need the same
loyalty to Christ that the world is see¬
ing In Europe. Uuselfishly they have
given all for patriotism. England has
Imposed a 40 per cent to be increased
to 50 per cent Income tax for country.
We admire this loyalty. But does not
this love of country shame our loy¬
alty to Christ? If we were faithful,
missionaries would not be laboring
with such poor equipment and sala¬
ries.

Our Church gave last year for 4 48
missionaries for winning America one
cent per week per member. Is that
all we are concerned about it? Dr.
Jowett says: "The most pathetic thing
about Jesus is that he Is always short
of money. We toss a nickel, a dime,

a quarter, to him and think we hare
done our duty."
Thank God there is giving of lives

in the foreign, in the home field, in
the mountains, among the Indians and
the negroes. They are underpaid, un¬

derfed, underclothed. They are en¬

during hardships.
There are those who are giving

money. A teacher sent the difference
between her living expenses and sal¬
ary, 510 per month, for a year. Shall
we not say to Christ: "Here is my life,
my effort, my means; take them and
use them"?
"America Must Not Fail in Her Duty

to the Nations."
Rev. Dr. James I. Vance, of Nash¬

ville, in discussing this subject, said
that there are some people in this
country who seem to think that
American lives. American money and
American loyalty are for America
only. This is not inaccordance with
Christian principles.

President Wilson haB left Job far
behind as a peace-maker for patience.
He has done his best to keep us out of
the great world war. We have done
all we could and suffered more than
could be expected and have failed. It
is now our war.

It may be that this may not prove
all disaster. If nations are fighting
to overthrow militarism, why should
we not have our share in it?

I had rather be Europe after this
war is over, with all of its woes, than
to be America if all we are to get out
of it is dollars and lust for trade.

Internationalism is greater than na¬
tionalism. American money, lives,
loyalty, should be given for humanity.
The .Tews lived a narrow life, living
separate lives. Israel for Israel and
for Israel only was their creed. Jobus
would teach them that there was a

greater obligation, and refers to
Elisha and Naaman, Elijah and the
widow. Prophets were not for Israel
only. Christ's teaching was the same.
The Roman coming to him suggests
the nations coming to him. Peter's
vision taught that he was not to be a

nationalist. The last command was,
"Go ye into all the world."

This was the challenge Jesus threw
into the faces of the narrow and bigot¬
ed Jews. There was something
greater than nationalism. They must
serve humanity. This nationalism
had a divine origin, for God would '

make a nation of this people. But
the continuance of this idea has been
his undoing. Is it right today to hold
this view, when God Is showing His
determination to break down all bar¬
riers? Shall we think only of our¬
selves? There are those whose pa¬
triotism is of this kind.

Nationalism is natural. But is It
noble, human, Christian? Is the na¬
tion greatest that thinks only of
itself?

Patriotism is a holy thing, ami the
man without it is a sorry creature.
Love of humanity is greater than pa¬
triotism. Internationalism is greater
than nationalism because humanity is
greater than the nation.
What is a great, broad Christian

but one who can say not only "This
is my country," but also "This 1b my
world"? We need to emphasize this
today as never before. The nation
which thinks only of itself will have
to defend Itself. The nation that
thinks of others will not have to de¬
fend itself. What I want to see is
that our nation shall be the servant
of all nations. President Wilson Is
fighting for the freedom of the seas,
not for America, but for the world.
The Church cannot think only of

Itself. We have to rebuild the world,
and If It is to be for the glory of
God it must be by Christian men. We
can furnish the men and the money.
The leadership needed la Christian

(Continued on page 17)


