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are taking active part. They are

showing tact and perseverenace In

preparing the meetings. One young
man ran across a man who was so

angry at being asked to a Sunday
prayer meeting that he threatened to
"knock your head off." "If you do
that I'll never speak to you again."
was the ready answer. The touch of
humor saved the situation, and the
young man not only kept his head in¬
tact but had a good talk with the
man besides.
The difficulty of approaching fami¬

lies in apartment houses is still a

problem. One woman solved it by go¬
ing to the top floor of each house and
walking down, leaving notices of
meetings under the doors as she went.
It was in a fashionable apartment
house that the most original excuse

for lack of sympathy was unearthed.
A woman who refused to see the com¬

mittee member who called to invite
her to the next meeting stated over

the houBe telephone that she did not
believe in prayer meetings because the
Bible taught that they should not be
held.
Some men seem to be afraid of the

revival's power, as evidenced by this
refusal to attend a prayer meeting:
"No," said one man. "I might get
converted, then I would have to cut
out the booze."

Little children are playing their
part in the prayer meetings. One
little girl sent out with cards in one
section asked direction from a woman
she had never seen before, adding,
naively: "Are you a Christian?"
"And the lady was," she reported to
her mother later, "and she's going to
have a prayer meeting at her house,
too, and everything."

Meetings Growing Lou-ger.
From every district came stories

of how the prayer meetings are grow¬
ing In number and size every week.
In one Momingside section five dif¬
ferent meetings were held within
seven hundred feet of each other.
Many section chairmen said that every
house in their territory is covered
twice each week. One district chair¬
man calls her workers together on
Sunday afternoon and sends about
fifty of them out two by two through¬
out the district.
The prayer meeting window cards

are used with effect in many sections.
Where it 1b impractical to put them in
the windows of apartments where
meetings are held, they can usually be
placed in the apartment house ele¬
vators.
Dr. Jowett Has Special Meetings.
The special prayer meetings which

Dr. John H. Jowett is holding every
Monday afternoon in the chapel of
the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian church
are largely attended and at least
twenty persons take part in each
meeting.
The co-operating districts of New

Rochelle, Yonkers, Mount Vernon and
Staten Island are holding successful
meetings every week. A total of 399
meetings and an attendance of 5.798
has been reported for these districts
alone. The entire number of prayer
meetings recorded at the campaign
headquarters is 2,969 and the total
attendance is 85,817.
The estimated expenditures of

$150,000 include $65,000 for the cost
of building the tabernacle at Broad¬
way and 168th Street, rental of the
site, care of the grounds. Insurance
and other Incidental expenses. An
allowance of $25,000 will be devoted
to conservation work after the cam¬
paign. From the remaining $60,000
will be paid the cost of preparatory
work, the running expenses of the
tabernacle, the living expenses In New

York of Mr. Sunday and his staff, and
two-thirds of the salaries of this staff
of some twenty assistants while here.
Mr. Sunday, as usual, will pay the
other third of their salaries.

The compensation of Mr. Sunday
himself will he provided through vol¬
untary offerings at the close of the
campaign in such manner as the
finance committee may determine.

Survey of Current Events
THF WAR IX EUROPE.

On the western front the allies are

continuing to press the Germans back.
Though the process is slow, it is con¬
tinual. The Germans claim that their
withdrawal from lines that they have
held so long is for "strategical pur¬
poses." The rest of the world seems
to think that it is to escape annihila¬
tion by the allies.
On the Russian front the spring

thawing has made the ground so

muddy that military movements are
almost impossible. Germany seems
to be counting on the weakening of
the Russian resistance on account of
their internal revolution and have
been very much surprised that their
expectations did not materialize. The
army seems to be standing firm in
protecting their country against the
invader.

In the far East the armies advanc¬
ing against the Turks are making
steady progress. The Russian army
continues to drive back the Turks
in Persia. The English army on the
Tigris, after capturing Bagdad, the
principal city of that region, are rap¬
idly pursuing the retreating Turks.
The English army that is moving up
the eastern coast of the Mediterranean
has reached Palestine. Near Gaza it
encountered and defeated a Turkish
army of 20.000 and took 900 pris¬
oners. It Beems probable that the
whole of Palestine will soon be in
possession of the English.

In the Balkan States very little
seems to have been done recently by
either side. Germany is reported to
have made threatB that she is going
to attack Italy in force, to overrun
the northern part of the country and
attack France in the rear. Leaving
out of consideration the enormous
difficulties of carrying a modern army
across the Alps. France may take com¬
fort from the fact that the dog which
does much barking is not likely to do
much biting.

ZIMMERMAN DEFENDS OOUKSE.
Reuter'B Amsterdam correspondent

sends the following concerning the
address of Dr. Alfred Zimmermann,
Minister of Foreign AfTairs. in the
German Reichstag, with regard to Ger¬
many's attempt to embroil Mexico and
Japan with the United States:
Huga Haase. leader of the Social¬

ist minority in the Reichstag, remark¬
ed that the German offer of an alli¬
ance with Mexico had aggravated the
situation with the United States, and
Dr. Zimmermann, replying, said:

"I wrote no letter to General Car-
ranza. I was not bo naive. I merely
addressed, by a route that appeared to
me to be a safe one, instructions to
our representative in Mexico. It 1b
being investigated how these instruc¬
tions fell into the hands of the Ameri¬
can authorities.

"I instructed the minister to Mexico,
in the event of war with the United
Slates, to propose a German alliance
to Mexico, and simultaneously to sug¬
gest that Japan Join the alliance. f
declared expressly that, despite the
submarine war, we hoped America
would maintain neutrality.
"My Instructions were to he carried

out ouly after the United States de¬
clared war and a state of war super¬
vened. 1 believe tbe instructions were
absolutely loyal, as regards the United
States. General Carranza would, up
to the present have heard nothing of

it if the United States had not pub¬
lished the instructions, which came
into its hands in a way which was not
unobjectionable. Our behavior con¬
trasts considerably with the behavior
of the Washington government.

"President Wilson, after our note
of January 31. 1917, which avoided
all aggressiveness in tone, deemed it
proper immediately to break off nego¬
tiations with extraordinary roughness.
Our ambassador no longer had the
opportunity to explain or elucidate
orally our attitude. The United States
government thus declined to nego¬
tiate with us. On the other hand, it
addressed itself immediately to all
neutral powers to induce them to Join
the United States and break with us.

E\ ery unprejudiced person must
see in this the hostile attitude of the
American government, which seemed
to consider it right, before being at
war with us, to set the entire world
against us. It cannot deny us the
right to seek allies when it has itself
practically declared war on us.

"Herr Haase says it caused great
indignation in America. Of course,
in the first instance, the affair was
employed as an incitement against us.
But meanwhile the storm abated
slowly, and the calm and sensible
politicians, and also the great mass
of the American people, saw there
was nothing to object to in these in¬
structions in themselves. I refer
especially to the statements of Sena¬
tor Underwood. Even at timeB news¬
papers felt obliged to admit regret¬
fully that so very much had been made
of this affair.

"I was reproached for thinking Just
of Mexico and Japan. First of all,
Mexico was a neighboring state to
America. If we wanted allieB against
America, Mexico would be the first to
come into consideration. The rela¬
tions between Mexico and ourselves
since the time of Porflrio Diaz have
been extremely friendly and trustful.
The Mexicans, moreover, are known
as good and efficient soldiers.

"It can hardly be said that the
relations between the United States
and Mexico have been friendly and
trustful, but the world knows that
antagonism exists between America
and Japan. I maintain that these
antagonisms are stronger than those
which, despite the war, exist between
Germany and Japan.

When I also wished to persuade
Oarranza that Japan should Join the
alliance, there was nothing extraordi¬
nary in this. The relations between
Japan and Mexico are long existent.
The Mexicans and Japanese are of a
like race, and good relations exist be¬
tween both countries.
"When, further, the entente press

affirms that it is shameless to take
away allies, such reproach must have
a peculiar efTect coming from peoples
like our enemies, who made no scru¬
ple in taking away from us two powers
and peoples with whom we were
bound by treaties of more than thirty
years. The powers, who desire to
make pliant an old European country
of culture like Greece by unparal¬
leled and violent means, cannot raise
such u reproach against us.
"When I thought of this alliance

with Mexico and Japan, I allowed my¬
self to be guided by the consideration
that our brave troops already have
to fight against a superior force of
enemies, and my duty is, as far as

possible, to keep further enemies
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. . »an suited that purpose even Herr
Hnase will not deny.
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The revolution in Russia seems to
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