
THE EVANGELIST AND EVANGELISTIC
POWERS.

These are days when we are stressing evan¬
gelism. It is rightly so. The Church needs
to wake up to the peril of an un-Christian
America and the unlimited power of God in
the plain preaching of the word. To manythe evangelist is a new order of minister, lie
is something different in function and in pow¬
er from the ordinary minister of the world,
lie seems to think that perforce of office, or

appointment to said office he can do what no
minister can do discharge the entire work of

a Presbytery.organize churches, ordain offi¬
cers, exercise judicial functions alone, baptize
infants and adults, receive members into
churches, etc.
A study of the Book of Church Order does

not reveal that he has any such powers, un¬
less specifically conferred on him by the Pres¬
bytery for a limited time and circumscribed
area.

lie is not a diocesan Bishop, nor a presiding
elder, he is on a parity as to power with his
brethren in the ministry, and can only per¬
form extra duties by express direction of Pres¬
bytery.

This is clearly the teaching of the Paragraph
40 of the Book of Church Order, which de¬
clares, "When a minister is appointed to the
work of an evangelist, he is commissioned to
preach the word and administer the sacraments
in foreign countries, frontier settlements or the
destitute parts of the Church ; and to him may
be entrusted the power to organize churches,
and ordain elders and deacons therein." In
organizing churches and ordaining elders and
deacons therein, he is acting in behalf of the
Presbytery, who has previously passed on the
propriety of the organization itself. He has
no right to just pass along and organize
churches ad libitum.

So when evangelistic powers are conferred
on a minister in a sessionless place, it must be
for the specific duty of ordaining elders and
deacons, if this is not possible, the receiving
members into the Church. In a prescribed
area, and for a limited time he acts in lieu of

a sessional court, but only by order of the su¬
perior court, namely, the Presbytery.
The most fundamental doctrine of Presby¬

terian Church government is the parity of the
ministry. The evangelist is not higher than
the pastor. Both are ministers of the word,
both have the same rights and privileges; both
stand on the same level and are subservient to
the same constituted authority.

A. A. L.

SHALL THE ASSEMBLY BE CHANGED?
We have been very much gratified at the en¬

dorsement given to an editorial on this subject
which we published recently, and which has
come from many parts of the Church.
The more thought that is given to this sub¬

ject the more we believe it will be seen that
something ought to be done along this line.
As at present constituted the General As¬

sembly is out of harmony with all the other
courts of the Church. Session, Presbytery and
Synod each has a continuous existence, and
when any matter of business is considered at
a meeting of one of these courts, and for any
reason, action cannot be taken at the time, it
goes over as unfinished business for the n,»st
meeting. This cannot be done in the case of
the Assembly.
When one of these other courts has taken

a certain action, and there appears afterward)-:
a reason for reconsidering and changing this}

action, this can be done. The General Assembly
has decided that it cannot do this. It ha*

taken the ground because each Assembly is
dissolved at the close of its sessions, that a
subsequent Assembly, which is an entirely new
body, has no right to review its actions.
Such a position as this practically claims in¬

fallibility for the Assembly. It at least places
the Church in this dilemma. It says either
that the Assembly, the highest* court of the
Church, can do no wrong; or else, when ir has
done wrong, there is no way for the Church to
correct the wrong.

A striking illustration of this was seen in
the case of Rev. W. I. Sinnott in the Assembly
of 1910. The merits of this particular case
have nothing to do with this argument, and so
will not be considered. All that we are now
concerned about is the action of the Assembly.

In a certain report presented to the As¬
sembly Mr. Sinnott was censured for some¬
thing that he had done. He was not preseut.
nor was he represented. The report was adopt¬
ed, and by it he was condemned, though he
had not even been notified that such charge
would be made. This would not have occurred
in any civil court. At least an ert'ort would
be made to notify the offender that he was
about to be put on trial. But the Assembly
passed sentence upon him, without giving him
th » slightest opportunity to be heard.

Several times since that action was taken
efforts have been made to have the case as it
concerned Mr. Sinnott, re-opened. But each
Assembly has said that this is impossible.
Why such an anomalous condition should

be allowed to exist in the Church, it is hard
to sec. It can easily be seen that if the As¬
sembly is bound by any such law, very seri¬
ous trouble might occur. In the **ush of much
business to be transacted in a short time, it
is not infrequently the case that :ome actions
are taken without due consideration. It often
occurs that an important matter is referred to

a committee for consideration, before it is ever

fully presented to the Assembly. The char¬
acter of the report will depend very largely
upon the personnel of the committee. It may
be that the particular committee that has the
matter in charge is not really qualified to pass
judgment upon the facts presented to it, or
is prejudiced for or against it. When the
report is made to the Assembly sometimes that
body shows an unwillingness to enter upon a
discussion of the subject, being willing to take
the judgment of the committee. And under
these circumstances the action is taken.

It may be said that no action ought to be
taken until the subject has been fully con¬
sidered by the members of the Assembly. This
is very true. Yet the fact remains that this is
not always done.

It is conceivable, under the present methods
of selecting members of the General Assembly,
that there may be a majority of them who are
not capable of dealing with and deciding upon
some very important subject that may be
brought unexpectedly before the body de¬
manding immediate action. If the Church,
after giving the matter fuller consideration, is
of the opinion that the Assembly should have
taken some other action, it has no redress.

It has been charged that certain actions have
been taken by the Assembly through the ac¬

tivity of its advocates in securing beforehand
the appointment of commissioners who favored
it by various Presbyteries, who did not rep¬
resent the sentiment or the wishes of a ma¬

jority of the Church. At any rate such an
event is conceivable.

Is it right that the Church should, in these
and in other wayrf, be bound by any such an
indefensible law, as that which says that each
General Assembly is so complete in itself that

it cannot err; or, if it does err, its error cannot
be corrected!
Many errors will be avoided by a careful

selection of commissioners. Others will be
avoided by giving the commissioners time
enough to gain the knowledge and experience
needed to enable them to do their best work
for the Church.
As we said in our former editorial on this

subject, a great improvement would be made
in the work of the General Assembly and of
the Church, if commissioners were elected for
a term of three years, instead of for only one
year.

A HAPPY AND HARMONIOUS MEETING
OF PRESBYTERY.

Atlanta Presbytery is one of the most har¬
monious bodies in our Assembly. It is abso¬
lutely "unbossed," though it has some of the
ablest men in our Church, ranging from a

great professor of Church History to pastors
of large city churches. It has no leadership
other than the Iloly Spirit. Its freedom of de¬
bate and action is remarkable. Any man who
has a message, has a hearing.any criticism of
any act is received, if given in love. It stands
four-squared on all the cardinal doctrines of
our Church, while it is flexible in using meth¬
ods to accomplish desired ends.

It is enthusiastically evangelistic, and is
spreading out to cover its thickly settled sec¬
tions.

Its recent meeting was in one of the best
country churches, ten miles from the railroad.
But in these days of automobiles, such dis¬
tance has no terrors, so it was well attended.
The church in which it met is Bethany, in New¬
ton county. This is one of the most thorough¬
going Presbyterian communities in the world.
Under the happy administration of its beloved
pastor, Kev. Win. Duncan, every provision was
made for comfort and convenience of Pres¬
bytery.
Such crowds, in spite of the fact that the

cold spring had delayed the farmers and the
lands were just getting ready for the plow.
Such singing of the good old hymns of praise
and thanksgiving is rarely heard in these days
of cultuerd choirs, and songless congregations,
such reverent hearing of the word was enough
to do the hearts of the Presbytery good and
make us feel that the Church is still a power
in the land.
Everyone seemed happy, and of course every

thing was harmonious. The Presbyterial Home
Mission Committee reported splendid progress
along many lines under the leadership of our

evangelist and superintendent, Rev. John Goff.
The Foreign Mission Committee, under the de¬
voted hand of Rev. J. B. Ficklen, showed that
every church in the Presbytery has made a

contribution to Foreign Missions this year, and
the Presbytery had increased its gifts by
$1,600 over last year.

All the other committees had cheering mes¬

sages for our hearts. Presbytery received a

very promising young man from the Methodist
Conference, one who had come unconsciously
to believe in the Calvinistic system of doctrine,
without immediate acquaintance with the doc¬
trines of the Presbyterian Church as such. He
is Rev. S. S. Daughtry. Being only a deacon
in the Methodist Church, he was examined at
length and ordained as an evangelist. He, no

doubt, will be installed as pastor of some
church at an early date, as several churches
have expressed a desire to secure him as pas¬
tor.
When Presbytery closed its sessions we all

felt that this was the happiest and most har¬
monious meeting ever held. With joyous hearts


