
In the olden days in this country when
a criminal was to be executed on the
gallows he was made to ride in a cart
sitting on his coffin.

John tells us that Jesus came forth
bearing his cross. Neither of the other
gospel writers mentions this fact, but
each of them says that Simon the
Cyrenean was compelled to carry it.
This seems to be a contradiction. But
there is a tradition which seems to be
very plausible which easily solves the
problem. It is that Jesus started
along the way carrying his cross, but
in a little while, because of the in¬
tense suffering through which he had
passed, he fell unde/ its weight. Then
Simon, a stranger in the city, was met
in the street and was compelled to
carry the cross, as Jesus could not do
so. The artists who have presented on
canvas the Journey to the cross and
the crucifixion scene, are almost all
at variance with what seems to be the
ractB in the case. They represent the
cross as being made of two great
beams of timber of such enormous
size that it would be a question
whether even the strongest man could
carry it. On good authority we are
told that the Roman cross was made
of two pieces of timber, one Just long
enough to take the arms extended at
full length. The other piece was just
long enough to lift the body a foot or
two above the ground. Each of these
timbers was just heavy enough to give
the strength needed to hold up the
weight of the body. If Jesus fell
under the cross as he carried it along
the street, it was not because of its
great weight, but because of his weak¬
ness. When we remember the intense
suffering he had endured all through
the night and morning, both physical
and mental, it is not hard to believe
that his bodily strength had reached
the point of exhaustion. This ought
in turn to give us at least some con¬
ception of the suffering through which
he had passed.

"They crucified him and two others
with him" (vs. 18). This was a ful¬
fillment of the prophecy found in Isa.
63:9, "He made his grave with the
wicked." These two were thieves, one
of whom mocked Jesus; the- other
prayed tc him. The man of prayer
was told that his prayer would be an¬
swered, and that he would be with the
Saviour in his kingdom in Paradise
before the day was over.

There are some people who say that
there need be no hurry about asking
the Saviour for salvation, as that can
be done on the death bed. They cite
the dying thief to sustain their posi¬
tion. It should be remembered that
in all the Bible there is only this one
case of death bed repentance. It has
well been said that this one case is
given that none may despair, and only
one is given that none may presume.

According to custom the crime
charged against the criminal was writ¬
ten above him on the cross. 'Pilate
must do this. The only excuse that
he could give for crucifying Jesus was
that the Jews said he claimed to be a
king in opposition to Caesar. It would
not do for Pilate to depend upon mere
hearsay in such a matter. So he ac¬
cepted the statement as true, and
wroto the statement, "Jesus of
Nazareth the King of the Jews." It
was written in three languages; in
Hebrew, that the Jews ipight be able
to read It; in Greek, that the visitorsfrom other parts of the world mightread it; in Latin, as that was the of¬
ficial language of the Roman courts.

"The soldiers . . . took his gar¬ments" (vs. 23, 24). This is an exactfulfillment of the prophecy in the
Twenty-second Psalm. Almost everyincident connected with the crucifixion
is foretold by the prophets of the OldTestament.
As Jesus hung on the cross In the

agony of his sufferings he did not tor-
get his mother. Seeing her nearby
he committed her to the care of the
beloved John. The term "woman," as
it appears in our translation of the
Bible, seems to lack proper esteem and
respect. The Greek word that Jesus
used was very different in Its mean¬
ing, which is very much like that
which an Englishman would express
by the term, "My Lady," when he de¬
sired to show special honor to the one
addressed.

"I thirst." When Jesus was first
nailed to the cross he was offered
vinegar mixed with gall. It is said
that this mixture was provided by cer¬
tain benevolent persons for those who
were crucified, as it had the effect of
deadening the sensibilities and thus
lessening the pain, just as an opiate
would do to-day. This Jesus refused
to drink, as he would do nothing to
relieve himself of any of the suffer¬
ing he had undertaken to bear for
sinners. Now that he was thirsty he
was willing to drink of the vinegar or
sour wine, for that would only freshen
him a little, and indeed It would prob¬
ably lengthen a little the period of
his life, and so of his sufferings.

"It is finished" ivs. 30). No words
were ever uttered that meant as much
to the human race as these three.
From the days of Adam men had been
looking forward to their utterance,
and putting their faith in Qod that
they would be said. We of to-day
can look back and rejoice and give
thanks to God that the Saviour could
utter them with his dying breath.
They meant that he had completely
accomplished the purpose for which
he had come to earth. That was to
take the sinner's place, assume the
sinner's guilt, and suffer the full
penalty due to his sins. Jesus had
done all that, and now there Is sal¬
vation for the sinner who is willing
to have Jesus take his place.

It is hard for us to realize what
the death of Christ means to the
world or to ourselves. Try to think
what would be the condition of the
world and of yourself if Jesus had not
died. There would be no salvation
for the sinner and no escape for the
sinner from the guilt of sin.

If we could only realize the value
of the salvation Jesus purchased for
us, we would love him more and serve
him more faithfully. And if we could
realize the true condition of a soul
without the salvation of Jesus, we
would try harder to bring sinners to
him that they may be saved. Con¬
sidering what he has done for us, we
ought to be willing to do anything in
our power for him.
A noted artist wanted to express

this thought so that It would find lodg¬
ment In the hearts of others. So he
drew a picture of Jesus on the cross,
and, as far as paint and canvas could
do so, he presented the sufferings -of
the Saviour.

Beneath this picture he wrote these
words: "What have you done for
met"

THE THREEFOLD APPEAL TO SAB¬
BATH SCHOOLS.

The Call of Our Country.The Cry of
Humanity.

The plea of the Church. Our coun¬
try is calling upon the boys and girls
of the nation to raise something this
summer that will help feed the world.
Even though It be little, if every
schoolboy and every schoolgirl would
promise to raise some chickens, some
ducks, potatoes, beans, tomatoes, corn
or anything of Its kind to eat, the ag¬
gregate would materially help to feed
the hungry. Those who know the sit¬
uation best say that prospects are
alarming.

The widows and orphans of Fr&uce,

of Belgium, of Armenia, of Serbia and
other countries to which we are al¬
lied, are looking to us to save them
from starvation. In many cases their
homes have been destroyed, their
lands laid waste, the people driven out
to starve. Hard-hearted, indeed, must
be the boy or girl who would not
earnestly desire to help In any way
possible to feed these suffering peo¬
ple.

The Protestant churches of North¬
ern Franco in their distressed condi¬
tion are asking us, their Christian
brothers, for help. Many of their
church buildings have been destroyed.
Many of their pastors have been called
to the field of battle and the members
in many instances have to meet in
cellars and halls for worship. Can
we refuse to help these people who
are so near to us by Church tieB?

Each member of the Sunday-school
can answer all three of these appeals
at once. By raising something to eat.
The demand of the country is an¬
swered by selling the products and
giving the money to these suffering
Protestant Christians of France, Bel-
glum and other countries. The ap¬
peal of both the Church and starving
widows and orphans of the war is
then met. So far as our ability goes
to relieve them Christ says to his
faithful followers: "I was hungry
and ye gave me meat." "Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye have done It
unto me."

Will not each one of the Sunday-
schools promise that by the blessings
of God and their own efforts, they will
raise something to meet these most
urgent appeals?

E. R. Flippo, Supt.,
Fairfield Presbyterian Sunday-school.

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES
- SINS OF THE MIND.

M., June 4. Carnal mind. Rom. 1:28-32.T., June 5. Cause of sin. Eph. 4:17-19.W., June 6. Religious sins. Col. 2:18-23.T., June 7. Unclean minds. Tit. 1:10-10.F., June 8. Sins to put off. Col. 3:5-15.S.. June 9. The cleansing bath. Tit. 3:1-9.S., June 10. Topic.Sins of the Mind..Rom.
8:1-1 L

Hole do you fight your benetlino rinTHow are. nil tint traceable to desire?How can we keep the mind clean?

Carnal Mind (Rom. 1:28-32): The
carnal mind is the natural mind in
man, unredeemed by the blood of
Christ. It Is the mind which the Sav¬
iour said the hypocritical Pharisees
possessed, and which he compared to
whited sepulchres, full of dead men's
bones and all uncleanness. Man does
not like to admit that that is true,
but it will not be necessary even to
go to the word of God to prove it. All
that a man has to do, if he is honest,
in order to convince himself of the
character of his natural mind, is just
to examine his thoughts and his acts.
No man in decent society is willing to
have all the thoughts of his mind
presented to the public gaze. The
X-Itay machine reveals to the eye
many of the hidden secrets of the
body. Suppose some genius should
invent some instrument that could
take a picture of a man's thoughts
and then throw them upon a screen.
Most men under such an experience
would feel like going out and killing
themselves to escape the gaze of their
fellowmen.

Cause of Sin (Eph. 4:17-19): The
great cause of sin is Satan. But even
he cannot make a man sin without
his own consent. The devil uses many
means to accomplish his ends. He
makes special use of the characteris¬
tics of a man's human nature. One
of these that Satan finds it easy to
use In the case of many men, Is "the
vanity of their mind." Man Is not
willing to admit that he la a slave of

Satan and he persuades himself that
he Is entirely free and is able to do
what he chooses, especially to lead a
life free from great sins. To bring
about this state of mind Satan has
darkened men's undestandlng, so that
they cannot see themselves in their
true light. And for the same reason
they do not realize that they are alien¬
ated from God when they ought to be
on the most friendly terms with Him.
Their relation to him should be even
closer than that. It should be the
relationship of life. They ought to
receive iife from Him. But ignorance
and blindness of heart keeps them
away from God, and separated from
Him they give themselves willingly to
a life of sin.

Religious Sins (Col. 2:18-23):
Does this not seem to be a contradic¬
tion in terms? And yet it is a sad
fact that there is much sin connected
with religion. The vile worship of
Baal and Ashteroth mentioned in the
Old Testament was practically all sin.
So is much of the heathen worship of
today. But religious sins are not
confined to the heathen religions.
There are today some so-called Chris¬
tian religions In which there is more
sin than religion. Take Mormonlsm
as an example. There are numbers of
others In which this is more or less
true. Even in members of true Chris¬
tian Churches there are sometimes
found religious sins, as when a man
uses religion as a means to accom¬
plish certain selfish ends, or as a cloak
to hide his sins. See to it that relig¬
ion is kept free from sin.

Unclean Minds (Tit. 1:10-16): The
Apostle Paul says that to the unbe¬
lieving nothing is pure. By nature
his mind is Impure and defiled, and
so to him nothing is pure. The whited
marble appears dirty and dingy when
looked at through smoked glass.
Those who profess to know God when
they do not know Him, by their wordB
deny Him. They are abominable and
disobedient, and to every good work
reprobate.

Sins to Put Off (Col. 3:5-15): The
list of sins given in these verses Is
long enough, but not half so long as
any man can make out from his own
heart's experience. To be what he
ought to be, and to stand before God
as he ought to stand, all of a man's
sins must be put off. Man in his orig¬
inal nature finds sin so interwoven
into the very fibre and woof of his
being that it is impossible to put it
off. The only way in which this can
be accomplished is to put off the old
nature. This .can only be done by put¬
ting on the new man, or new nature,
which is in Christ Jesus. The Saviour
offers to give this new nature to any
who desire it. He died to provide it
by taking away sin.

NATIONAL PROHIBITION AN IM¬
PERATIVE OF WAR.

By Daniel A. Poling,
Associate President and Citizenship
Superintendent of the United So¬

ciety of Christian Endeavor.
The present stupendous conflict has

taught the world one thing clearly.
John Barleycorn is the enemy of every
flag and a traitor to every country.
Russia, France, England and our vast¬
ly efficient foe, Germany, have learned
or are learning this truth. Premier
Lloyd George of Great Britain de¬
clares, "We are fighting Germany,
Australia, and drink; and so far as I
can see the greatest of these three
deadly foes Is drink."

At the very outset of the war in
which we are now engaged, and In the
name of preparedness, efficiency, and
public morals, we must eliminate the
beverage liquor traffic from our civili¬
zation.

National prohibition as an emer-


