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The thought that stirs his joy in
the closing words of his letter is, as
he says, their mutual helpfulness, his
fellowship with them and theirs with
him "in the matter of giving and re¬

ceiving." He and the Church at Phil¬
ippi had been in their relation to each
other both givers and receivers.help¬
ers each of the other's joy.

I. I .nil had h helper tit tlictti:
He had brought them the greatest of
all blessings.the gospel of Jesus
Christ. 1 he man of Macedonia who
cried to him in his vision, "Come
over and help us," uttered an irresist¬
ible call.

It was in Philippi that Paul made
the first response to this call, and
brought the needed help. That was
the beginning of foreign missions.
The man of Macedonia represented
pagan Europe, and Europe would be
pagan to-day, and so would America,
if Paul or someone else had not heard
and heeded the cry for help. How
can we, to whom the gospel has coino

through the work started by the first
foreign missionary.how can we with¬
hold that gospel from those who
would haunt our dreams with the
cry "Come over and help us," if we
were but men of vision and of help¬
fulness?

Paul was conscious that he was a

helper to all those who received the
gospel through him. He called him¬
self and his fellow-workers "helpers
of their joy." There is no help we
can render to others comparable to
the help of bringing them the gospel
message. And this we can do private¬
ly, as Andrew brought it to Simon his
brother, and as Philip brought it to
Nathanael his friend. The Lord has
set some in the Church to be "helps,"
as truly as he has appointed others to
be "pastors and teachers."

II. Tlio I'liiL pjtians made due rec¬

ognition of the help they had received
from Paul: One good turn deserve
another. Having been made partakers
of his spiritual things, they owed it
to him also to minister to him in
carnal things. This they did on at
least four occasions.twice in Thes-
saloni«a (Phil. 4:16), once in Athens
(2 Cor. 11:9), and now in Rome. The
Church at Philippi was the only one
from which he was willing to accept
pecuniary aid. This was probably due
to the peculiar affection he always
cherished for this Church, and pos¬
sibly also to the wealth of Lydia, the
¦eller of purple. "She was so evi¬
dently one of those generous natures
who have learned how far more
blessed it is to give than to receive,
that Paul did not feel it right to
persist in his refusal" (Farrar).
Now that he was a prisoner in

Rome, this Church, which was hjs
irst-boru and his first-love in Eu¬
rope, dispatches Epaphroditus with
money and creature comforts for his
use. Their appreciation of the apos¬
tle and his labors ia to be measured
not only by the intrinsic value of
these gifts, which was probably not
small; but also by the dangers and
difficulties necessarily encountered by
the bearer of them.
Rome was seven hundred miles

from Philippi; in those days at least
a month's journey. So that "sending
to his need," as he calls it, was very
much as if a church in America should
send gifts by the hand of one of its
members to a missionary at one of the
most distant points in the heathen
world.
What a wealth of appreciation these

Philippians showered on the man who
had preached to them the everlasting
gospel! Every faithful pastor is
worthy of the appreciation of his peo¬
ple, and they should show it In min-

isteriug to his comfort in ways small
and great. It would cheer him and
bless them.

III. Paul's acknowledgment of their
helpfulness is well worth consider¬
ing.

Dr. Alexander Maclareu remarks
that few words are more dif¬
ficult to say rightly than "Thank
you," and that l'aul hero shows how
he could handle a delicate subject
with a feminine fineness of instinct
and a noble self-respect, joined with
warmest gratitude.

"1 rejoice in the Lord greatly that
now at length ye have revived your
thought for me." Their kindness was
the occasion of his joy, but the LorcL
was the cause back of their kindness
and of his rejoicing.

Hengel has called attention to the
fact that the word "revived" is the
word used of a tree's putting forth its
buds in the spring, and suggests that
Epaproditus had been hindered by the
storms of winter and had arrived with
the gifts at the opening of spring.

Paul's delicacy of feeling is shown
in the fear that these words might
imply willful neglect on their part.
And so he hastens to add that he is
sure their failure to send was not
due to lack of thought and will, but
to circumstances over which they had
no control. Let us learn to, make al¬
lowances for our friends. Let us not
suspect them of slight and of neglect.
Let us say with Paul that their good¬
will toward us was not expressed be¬
cause "they lacked opportunity."

In all this Paul is thinking more
of them than of himself. He had
learned to be content with what he
had; because his heart was tayed on
God. He could abound or be in want
with equal satisfaction through
Christ who strengthened him. He
was like the psalmist who cried,
"Whom have I in heaven but thee?
And there is none upon earth that I
desire beside thee."

"I have all things and abound,
While Christ is Christ to me!"
What brought him happiness was

not so much what their gift meant
in added comfort to him, as what it
meant in spiritual fruit to them. "Not
that I seek for the gift; but I seek
for the fruit that increaseth to your
account."
How unselfish this man was! How

few of us are able to rejoice more
in the enlargement of heart that
comes to our benefactors through
their kindness to us than in the com¬
fort that comes to us through their
beneficence!
How much we might learn of noble

Christian friendship from an earnest
study of the fellowship, the mutual
helpfulness, between the Church at
Philippi and the great apostle to the
Gentiles!
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Aug. 12, 1917. i! Chron. 34: 1-13.
Golden Text: "Remember now thy

Creator in the days of thy youth."
Eccl. 12:1.
Manasseh was twelve years old

when he began to reign over Judah.
His grandson, Josiah, was only eight
years old when he ascended the
throne. Manasseh did not that which
was right in the eyes of the Lord,
until he had been severely punished.
Then he repented and turned to God.
Josiah, however, "did that which wai
right in the eyes of the Lord." He
walked not in the ways of his father,
who was a worshipper of idols, but in
the ways of David, who was God's

choice for the throne and who was
the founder of the dynasty to which
Josiah belonged.

It would bo very interesting to
know under what influence Josiah
Krew up that he should be so differ¬
ent from his father. And we have
no way of knowing who really ad¬
ministered the government among his
boyhood days. But one striking thing
that we notice In 2 Kings 22:1 is that
his mother's name is given. This is
very unusual. The father's name is
usually given In geneological state¬
ments. but very rarely do the writers
or (he liible mention the mothers, ex¬
cept where the mother had some spe¬
cial influence in training the son. We
know nothing of Jedidali, but it is
not improbable that she was a good
woman, and taught son about the
true God.
When he had been on the throne

about eight years and was therefore
about sixteen years old, he turned his
thoughts seriously to God. Evidently
he was a worshipper of God and was
seeking to know God's will.
One of the striking facts about re¬

ligion is that far more people become
true worshippers of God, or, as we
would say, become Christians, when
they are young, than do so in later
life. From the age of five or sfcx the
number who become Christians in¬
creases very rapidly until the age of
about seventeen is reached. Then
the number begins to decrease. Up to
that age there is an increasing prob¬
ability that a boy or girl will become
a Christian. After that age is passed
there is an increasing probability that
he or she will not become a Christian.
For this reason no boy or girl should
postpone coming to God. For the
same reason all Christian people
should put forth earnest efTort to
win the young for Christ.

It seems that during his younger
days he did not direct the afTairs of
the nation, but in the twelfth year of
his reign, or when he was twenty
years old, he reached his majority ac¬
cording to Jewish law. He seems then
to have assumed the reigns of govern¬
ment. Those who acted as regents
during his minority do not seem to
have made any attempts at reforma¬
tion.
When Josiah took the government

in hand as we suppose, one of tHe
first things he did was to purge the
land of idolatry, destroying the heath¬
en worship which his father had es¬
tablished.

At the same time he reinstituted
the worship of God.
He not only destroyed idolatry in

Judah, but he even went into the land
of Israel, when the remnant of the
tribes remained, who had not been
carried away captive by the Assyrians,
and destroyed everything pertaining
to their idolatrous worship.

While he was accomplishing this
work, the worship at the temple
seems to have been carried on, and
money was collected from the wor¬
shippers for repairing the temple.
During the periods of idolatrous wor¬
ship it had fallen into neglect.
When the offices appointed for the

purpose went to the treasury of the
temple to bring out the money to pay
the workmen they found the book of
the law written by Moses. It seems
that the existence of this book was not
known. The discovery of the book
and what was done with it will be
our next lesson.
The great lessons taught by this

passage which we have been study¬
ing are that we ought to seek God
while we are young, and that when
we have found Him we ought to do
all in our power to banish sin from
the world and to establish the wor¬
ship of our God.
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117.,./ htir ... truly i/oxxtp </<>?
H A// should Hi' the (lolilcn Hulc to gossip!How does scandal stimuli

Gossip is that which one person
says about another behind his back,
that ho would not say to his face,'
whether it be true or not. Scandal
is that which is said about another
that is not true, but the telling of
which is likely to injure his reputa¬
tion. Gossip is generally not prompted
by ill will, but is usually indulged in
thoughtlessly. Scandal is ordinarily
the result of a desire to do an in¬
jury in an underhanded way. Gossip
may easily grow into scandal.
The Busybody (2 Thess. 3:7-18):

A busybody is one who is constantly
prying into the afTairs of another and
medling with things he has nothing to
do with. Paul condemns the busy¬
body and says that the remedy
against becoming one is for a man to
attend to his own affairs and to work
diligently at his own business. If he
does this, he will not have much time
to consider the affairs of another.
The Talebearer (Prov. 11:9): "A

hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth
his neighbor." The talebearer is the
one who, when he hears something
had about another goes to work to
tell the story to others. In school
boys and girls have an utter contempt
for a "tell-tale." One of the strik¬
ing characteristics of a talebearer is
that the only tales he carries to oth¬
ers are those that are bad. He will
gladly tell about any wickedness that
another is guilty of, or repeat any¬
thing unkind that he has heard. But
he rarely ever repeats anything that
is to another's credit.

Gossip's Brood (2 Cor. 12:20): The
Apostle Paul puts gossip, or "whis¬
pering" into very bad company, or
rather shows that it belongs there.
There is scarcely any sin that may not
be brought about by gossip. Speak
always the truth. Suppose no one
ever said anything behind another's
hack, that he would not willingly say
to his face. This would be a glorious
world to live in.

Green-eyed Slander (2 Sam. 10:1-
5): "Slander is a false tale or re¬
port maliciously uttered, and tend¬
ing to injure the reputation of anoth¬
er.".Webster.
Slander, that worst of poisons, ever

finds
An easy entrance to ignoble minds."

.Hervey.

David sent a message of comfort
to Harmon on the death of his father
who had been a friend to David. Un¬
der the advice of his counsellors, he
impugned the motive of David and
charged him with treachery, which lie
was trying to cloak under the guise
of friendship. There is no meaner
kind of slander than groundlessly to
impugne a wrong motive to a pro¬
fessedly kind act.

Inventors of Kvil (Luke 7:24-35):
Satan is the great inventor of evil,
both in word and deed, and those who
are ifhder his influence are used by
him to publish his inventions. Neith¬
er her nor his agents are consistent
in the charges they make. They try
to make evil out of everything. Be¬
cause John the Baptist lived the life
of a Nazarite, eating the simplest food
and drinking neither wine nor strong
drink, and kept himself Inrfvoiv away
from the social Ule of the world, the


