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Cbttortal iiotesi anb Comment
FOOD conservation is being urged very

strongly by our government, and rightly
so. No army can fight unless it is fed. No
country can supply its army with needed sup¬
plies unless its people at home are fed. Our
Allies, who are thus faV doing much the larger
part of our fighting for us, have not food
enough for their soldiers or their people. We
must supply them. Our government has done
wisely in stopping the waste of foodstuffs in
the manufacture of whiskey, but it ought to
go further and stop the manufacture of all
liquors. Then there is another step in con¬
servation it ought to take. We are furnishing
large amounts of money and food to our Allies
at great sacrifice to ourselves. It would seem
only reasonable for our government, when it
has stopped the fearful waste at home to pro¬
test to the Allied governments against their
permitting the food we send them or what
they raise at home being used for the making
of liquor. Not only ought this to be done for
the sake of conservation, but because the lead¬
ing military men are saying that liquor is an
enemy far more to be dreaded than are the
Germans. Had England and France estab¬
lished prohibition at the beginning of the war,
it is not at all improbable thnt victory would
have crowned their efforts before this time.
It is sincerely to be hoped that President Wil¬
son will soon exercise the authority given him
by Congress and declare absolute prohibition
for this whole eountry, that we may be able to
do our very best in this war for righteousness.

+ + +

PASTOR'S salaries present a very serious
proposition these days. How is the fam¬

ily, who three years ago had just enough to
live on, going to make both ends meet with
the same salary and prices of what he has to
buy almost double what they were? Let the
deacons put themselves into the pastor's place.One of our exchanges says to its readers: "If
you get 25 or 30 cents a pound for your cot¬
ton and $2 a bushel for your corn, and a pro-
Dortionate price for all other farm products
you sell, you should double your contribution
to your church. If you do not you are not
letting your church share in your prosperity;and the Bible rule is for us to give as we are
prospered. If you do not, you are expecting
your pastor to pay a double price for what he
buys out of a salary" that has not been in¬
creased." This writer calls attention to the
fact that very few pastors have had their sal¬
aries increased in recent years, and not havingbeen increased they have really been decreased,because their purchasing power is so much less.
This writer puts it in this way. If a mem¬
ber of the church subscribed $10 to his pas-

tor's salary and paid it in corn at $1 a bushel,
the pastor would get ten bushels of corn.
If his subscription remains the same and is
paid in corn at .$2 a bushel, the pastor gets
five bushels. IIow can he train his family or
his horse to live as long on five bushels as they
have been accustomed to live on ten bushels.
There are not many preachers' homes in which
there has been much waste that can now be
saved. They have always had to economize.
Christian people ought to think over this mat-

DA1SIES AT MIDNIGHT.

(By L. L. C.)
(A war-time incident on a railway khaki-

guarded.)

Sentinelled by a long, thin line,
A train sped southward at midnight;
A red light flashed across its path;
Brakes gripped grinding wheels;
Sparks sputtered and hissed;
A train trembled and halted.

Out of a window an eager eye peered.
Into utter darkness, save for a cluster of

day's eyes,
Huddling for comfort on an embankment;
With open eyes they smiled;
They whispered him who feared :

"His Eye, the Day's Eye,
Nor slumbers, nor sleeps''

A sentinel faced forward at a bridge;
A train sped southward in darkness;
A heart beat upward in peace.

+ + +

A WRITER in the Congregationalist makes
the statement that the Roman Catholic

Church authorities of this country "use the
pope's great untaxed Church properties (by
mortgaging them for money) to buy stock in
all kinds of profit-making enterprises; in real
estate, manufacturing, merchandising, trans¬
portation and newspapers." He quotes a
banker as saying that "that great autocracy is
the richest and most powerful money-making
corporation in the world." We are not law¬
yers enough to know just how it can be pre¬
sented, but we do know that no Church ought
to be allowed to borrow money on untaxed
property to be used in business enterprises.
When property belonging to any church is used
for this purpose, or for any profit-making pur¬
pose, it ought to bear its full share of the
burdens imposed by taxation upon property
owned by individuals and business corpora¬
tions.

PPORTUNITY and danger often go to¬
gether. A pastor was telling us of the

way that his church was trying to help the
soldiers whom it could reach by inviting them
to special entertainments provided for them
by the ladies. The effort was to bring them
under the best influences, so as to keep them
away from evil. On these occasions the sol¬
diers would meet the young ladies and girls oi
the congregation. In most cases no harm would
result, but our friend said that sometimes
effort would be made to keep up the acquain¬
tance formed at the church by visiting after¬
wards. In many cases there would be no
doubt about this, but oftentimes there are
found those in the uniform who are not true
men, and with whom young girls should not
be trusted.

PROHIBITION is marching on for what
promises to be a world victory. A tem¬

perance map of the world used to look pretty
black. It has in recent years grown much
whiter. Strange as it may seeni, Asia is the
whitest continent on earth. Since Russia
adopted prohibition, covering all of Siberia,
the only Asiatic nation that permits traffic in
liquor is Japan. It is also permitted in a few
foreign concessions along the cost of China
and India. All the rest of the continent has
prohibition. Australasia has local option. All
of Western Europe is still very black.* Of all
the countries engaged in the great war France
is the only one that has taken any radical
action in the matter. She has prohibited the
manufacture of absinthe, her strongest and
most dangerous liquor. England has limited
the amount of grain which may be made into
liquor. Africa presents a strange appearance.
This Dark Continent is much more largely
white than would be expected. The black part
is almost entirely along the coasts, where the
influence of the white man has been felt. The
great bulk of the continent, which is under
Mohariimedan influence, is free from this curse.
Tn North America all of Canada is white save
Yukon, where prohibition was defeated by
four votes, and about sixteen per cent of the
Province of Quebec, which is predominantly
Roman Catholic. The white area in the United
States has grown until three-fourths of its
population is living under the white banner.
Porto Rico has joined the white columns. Even
Mexico has two states over which the white
banner floats. Efforts are to be made soon to
drive liquor out of the whole country as well
as from the West Indies. South America is
the only continent in the world that is all
black. There is no country on that continent
in which Protestantism predominates.

+ + +


